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LETTER LXXXU. 



TO PRI*NC£ tfAK«^8BVEltO« 



JLHE petreFactioos I have sen tyoq are not 
worth your- thanks. I know the full value, ai 
' well as the advantage, of entering into a cor- 
respondence with a Philosopher who U occu- 
pied in studying the history of Nftture, and who 
does not admire her sports and phenomena, hut 
with a knowledge of theijr cause. 

The birds you are iqi porting from the Ncmt 
World for the Emperor are extremely curious; 
but, notwithstanding every precaution, I doubt 
of their getting to our climate aKve. People 
have frequently tried to bring over different 
f.^ kinds of humming-birds, but always have had 
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the iDortificatioii t)f seeiDg them die at some 
. distance from oar coasts. 

Providenc;e» by giving us the Peacock^ has 
provided us most richly, ^vithout our going in 
^search of winged heauties elsewhere. lu rea^ 
ltty> America has nothing more beautiful than 
opr own birds; but we commonly prefer what is 
foreign, because it comes from a distance. 

You will be enchanted, my Lord, with the 
Qodertaking of Mons. de Bufibn, the French 
Academician, and with the volumes of that 
author which have appeared. I know them 
only by the extracts that have been given from 
them, and they appear admirable. Yet I am . 
sorry, that the Author, of a Natural History 
should declare for asystem : Itmust bea means of 
having many things which he advancesdoubtedj, 
and bblige hira to combat all those who are not 
of his opinion. Besides, wherever he wanders 
from the book of Genesis <yu the creation of the 
world, he has no support but paradoxes, or, at 
best, hypotheses. 

Moses, as an inspired iauthor, is the only 
one who could instruct us in the formation and 
unfolding of the world. He is not an Epicu- 
rus, 
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fu9/ who has recourse to atoms ; u Lucretius^ 
who believes matter to be eternal ; a Spinosa, 
Who admits a material God ; a DescarteSj^who 
prated abodt the laws of motion; but a Legis- 
lator^ who announces to all men without heiU 
taiion^ without fear of being mrstoken^ how the 
world was created. Nottling can be more sim* 
pic or -more sublime than his opening: In the 
bkginriing'Xiod treated the Heaven and the Earih. 
H^ could not speak more assuredly if he had 
been a spectator ; and by these words^ mytho* 
logy^ systems^ and absurdities^ shrink to no*' 
thing, and becotoe'mere chimeras in the eyes 
of reason. 

"The man who does not perceive the truth in 
the relation of Moses^ was not farmed for the 
kriowledge of it. Sbnie people are constantly 
attached to bypolheses, without even the least 
probability, and yet are unwilling to believe 
what gives the highest idea of the power and 
wisdom of God. 

An eternal world offers a thousand greater 
dif&collies, than an eternal intelligence; and 
a bo^eternaV world is an absurdity which cannot 
exist, because nothing can be so ancient as 

B 2 God 
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Goc) himself. Not to mention that he is neces«- 
suxy, aod that the world is not necessary ; from 
iif]iat right shall matter, a thing whose existence 
is entirely consistent^ whose nature is abso- 
lutely inert, pretend to the same prerogatives 
with an all-powerful aad immaterial spirit ?^-« 
These are extravagances which could only be 
pDTodilced by a distracted imagination^ and prove 
the astonishing weakness of man when be will 
only hearken to himself. 

Tbe history of Nature is a book shut for all 
gejier^tioBs, if we do not perceive the existence 
of Gpdf, and his being a creator and preserver; 
for nothing can be more evident than his ac* 
tion. The sun, all- magnificent as be is, aU 
tboogh adored by different nations, has neither 
intelligence nor discernment; and if his course 
is so regular as never to be^ even for a moment, 
interrupted^ it is through the impulse received 
from a Supreme Agent, whose orders he executes 
with the greatest punctuality. 

/Wherever we cast our eyes over the vast ex- 
tent of the universe, we see the immensity of 
a Being, before whom this world is as nothing. 
' When the smallest work cannot exist without a 

Maker, 
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'Maker, it woald be very extraordinary^ if this 
world could have the privilege of owing itt er- 
istence and its beaaty to itself alone!. Reteoo 
digs frightfol precipices for itself, when it hear- 
kens only to the passions and senses; and reaBt)n 
without faith is to be pitifed. All the academies 
of the universe may fancy systems on' the crea- 
tion of the world ; but after all their r6seiirches; 
«1I their conjectures^ ail their combiirations, 
their multittides of volumes, they will tell me 
hiueh less than Mo'se^ has told me in a single 
{)age; and will tell me thins;s too, that are en- 
tii^ely destitute of probability. Such is th6 dif- 
ference betweeti the man who speaks only iVottr 
himself, and the man who is inspired. 
' The Eternal smiles from on high at all 
th^se mad systems, which fancifully arrange 
the world; sometimes giving chance for its pa- 
rent, and sometimes supposing it to exist from 
eternity. 

Some people love to persuade themselves that 
matter governs itself, and that there is no other 
deity; because they well know that matter is 
stupid aud . inactive, and therefore need hot 
dread its effects ; while the justice of a God,- 

B 3 who 
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who sees every thing, and weighs every thing,' 
is dreadful to the sinner. 

Nothing can be more beautiful than the his- 
tory.of Nature^ when it is united to that of 
Religion. Nature is nothing without God ; it 
produces every thing, vivifies every thing hy 
his help. Without being any part of what 
composes the universe, h& is the movement, the 
sap and the life of it. Let his activity cease, 
there will be no more activity in the . ele- 
ments, no more vegetation in- plants, no more 
spring in second causes, no more revolutions 
of the $;tars. Eternal darkness must take place 
of lights and the universe become its own 
grave. 

The same thing would happen to this woi:kI, 
were God Almighty to withdraw his hand, 
which happens to our bodies M'hen all motion 
ceases. They fall into dust, they are exhaled 
^n smoke, and it is not even known that they^ 
ever existed. 

If I had sufficient knowledge tc^ undertake a. 
history of Nature, I would begin my work by 
displaying the immense perfections of its An- 
ihor; then treat of Man as his mabter-tpiece ; 

and 






and successively^ from substance to substance^ 
from.kiad to kind, I would descend to the 
smallest ant, and shew in the least insect^ as 
well as in tbe.mostperfectangel, the same wis* 
dom sbioing forth> and the same Almighty hand^ 
employed^' 

A picture of this nature would net'^ssarily 
engage tbe lovers of Truth ;«-*and Religion h^r-; 
selfr by w}iom the design was traced oiit> would 
render itinfimtely precious. 

Let 08 never speak of the creatur<es> except 
lo bring us nearer to our Creator : they are the 
pevecberatton of his .never*£ailing Ught^ and 
these are ideas which either raise or debase us ;: 
Carman is never more, diminutive nor more 
graadl^ than when be considers himself in his- 
relation to God, . He then perceives an Infinite 
Being whose image he is, i and. before whom W 
ia but as an atom : two apparent contradictions^ 
which must be reconciled^ to give us a }ust idea 
of ourselves^ that we may not run into the ex* 
cesses of the proud angels, nor into those of 
unbelievers^ who level them^elves.Avith. the beasts- 
that perish. 
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Your Letter^ my Lord> led me to these re* 
flectioos ; and Iconfesi toyoo^ ai the same tiine, 
tl^at I have no greater satisfactioa than wfacMi I 
find an opportunity of speaking of tlie Deity* 
He 18 the element of oar hearts, and it is only 
in bis love that the soul blossoms. 

Happily^ I wasseasible of thisgreattratb in 
my earliest years, and in conseqvence I diose 
the Cloister, as a retreat where, separateil from 
the creatures, I conld oou^onrne more easily 
\yiib the Creator. The commeice of the wof Id 
ia so turbulent, that while we are in h «eaoia«e*> 
ly knoyr the recollection necessary to nmte nm 
vkh God. 

I thought af wriiiing a ktter, and I have, 
written a sermon ; except that, instead of ^uiah* 
ing w.itib Jmen^ I comilude with the respect 
which is due to y on, and with which 1 have tht^ 
bonoar to be, &c« 

Itailv, isth Beccnbcr, 1754. 
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LETTER- LX XXIII. 

I 

TO CdVNT AJUOABOTTI. 

J^Y dear County it ii- a loti{( iSme txrtte I 
have had the pleasure of cotivei^ing wilh' yoa, 
or rather, shice I was* at your scHhoK A 
little discipteoF Seotos cannot do b^tcSrthaii 
profit by the lessons of a Philosophef^ Who 
has brought to light the Newtonism df the 
Ladies. 

A system of philosophy fonnded 611 liffiBlK- 
tion ought more particularly to be ydtiT^> be- 
cause you have such an attractive, amiablcf chiH 
racter, that' you draw all minds after ydu; but 
for my part, I would rather, with sdcb ad* 
Tantages, be lessf a Newtoubn^ and more a- 
Christian. 

We were not created to be either the disci- 
pies of Aristotle or Newton. Our souls ha^e 
a much nobler destiny ; and the more your's is 
sublime^ the more you onght to remount to its 
source. 

B 5 Ybtt 
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You may sny as often as you please, that it 
it the business of a Monk to preach ; and I will 
repeat to you continually, that it is the business 
of a Philosopher to employ himself in thinkini; 
from whence he came/ and whither be goes.— 
We have all a cause, and 6nal purpose for our 
existence, and it must be God alone who is both 
the one and the other. 

Your philosophy, notwithstanding your rea* . 
sonihgs, rests only upon chimeras, if you separ 
rate it from Religion* Christianity is tlie sub- 
stance of the trutlis which man. ought to se^k 
after : but be lotes to nurse himself in error, as 
the reptiles love to satiate themselves on the 
mud iu tb^ ditch. We seek at a distance what.^ 
we may find in ourselves, would we only look 
within, as did the great St. Augmstine; who hav- 
ing taken a view of every bej^ng, to see if be 
CQuld find his God, returned to his own hearty 
and declared that he existed more there than 
any where else«*«£/ redii ad^me. 

I hope you will preach to me one day> and 
tbilt each of os shall hare, his turn. Ah I I 
wish to God !-^However, whether you moralise 
or banter, I will always, hear you with that 

. pleasure 
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pleasure which onemusthav^in bearing those - 
they , cordially love, and to whom they are, 
from inclioatioa as. .w^il as. duty^ the most* 
humble^ &c, 

RoMi^ 7tli Pcccmbcr, 1754. 
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TO THE ABBB PAPI. 



XjEHOLD, my dear Abb^, the learoed Car- 
dinal Quirini is just gone to.iinite his knowledge 
to Gody and to take full dniDgbts froflji that tor- 
rent of light, which we cannot perceive here 
below, but through clouds. He died as he lived, 
with his pen in his- hand,, finishing a. line, and 
ready to go to church, where his heart always 
was. Mine shall erect a monument to him 
within myself, as lasting as my life. He had a 
regard for me — ^but, alas ! for whom had he not ?- 
His cathedral, his diocese, allltaly, even Berlin, 

B 9 lias 



Id OA.l|«AlfSI.U*8 LSTTBRS. 



haa experienced hit liberalities. The King^ of 
Prussia honoured bini with singular esteeaa> and 
ail the learned of Europe admired his zeal aiid 
his talents. 

He had a-conciliating turn of mind ; — all tbe 
Protestants loved ' him, though he often told 
them severe truths. It is to be regretted that he 
did not leave some co nsi di Pable word, instead of 
vrriting- only detached pieces. He would have 
encreased the Benedictine Library, already so 
voluminous; and being one of the most distin- 
guished members of the Order of St. Benedict^ 
he would have enriched the church with his 
productions. 

*If poets are susceptible of friendships. Mens. 
Vohaire will regret him. They corresponded 
aiiiicabfy ; — genius isought after genius. For me, 
who catt only admire great men, and regret the 
loss of toem, I shall shed tears upon the tomb 
of our illustrious Cardinal. Quando inveniemus 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

, \ * 

r » 

13 January, 175S. 

* Wbeb sball we find bis eqval. 
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LETTER LXXXV. 



TO A FAINTERr 



\y HILE there is expression in your pictures, 
my dear Sir, you may applaud yourself for* 
your work. Thac is the essence of the art, 
and renders a number of faults excufieable, 
^hich wouM not be forgiven in an ordinary 
painter. 

I have spoken of your talents t^ Ms Eminei^ce, 
Cardinal Porto^Carrero^ and aceerdifig k> your 
desire, he wi4l recommend yon in Spain ; but 
nothing w^M make you better known than your 
own genius ;^^one must be born a painter, as 
well as a poet. Carfaehe, notwithsia«idtng the 
spirit of his pencil, would have produced^ bo 
work worthy of altentton> if be had not pos- 
sessed that rapture wbicb^ ifospires with entba- 
siasm and ardour. 

We see in his pictures a soul which speaks, 
wbic'h animates and inspirits : From the strength 
of admiration, we think we can become Car« 

rache 
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i^a^g^ Mil k ' i^sssssssass 

racbe himself^ and be filled with the justness of 
his images. 

How the spirit of that great man, whom yoo 
have chosen for a, model, breathes in you ! You- 
will revive him again upon the canvas ! If you 
vwere only his shadow, you would deserve to be 
esteemed ; the shadow of a great man has some 
reality. 

Nature ought always to be the model for 
every man who paints.; and to execute it well^ 
no efforta are necessary. Painters, like poets^. 
produce monsters, when they strain tnqir ge- 
nios in composing. When a man of genius 
is in a proper disposition for executing' a^ 
work, he feeU himself hurjcied on by an ir- 
resistible propensity tb seize the pen and the 
pencil, and give himself up to his inclination, 
without which he has neither expression nor 
taste,, ' 

.Rome is undoubtedly the true school to form 
a painter; but. whatever trouble he takes,, he 
will never rise above mediocrity,, unless he has 
genius. 

It is time for me to have dojie ; a counsellor 
of the Holy Office is not a painter, and we 

have 
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have every thing to lose, when we speak of what 
we ktiQW oiily imperfectly, 

I am^ Sit, &c. 



LETTER LXXXVI. 

TO IfONSIGNOB AYMALDI. 

> . * » 

JL OU have reason to be surprised^ my Lord^ 
at the happy alliance which is henceforth to 
unite the houses of Bourbon and Austria. There 
are prodigies in politics as well as in nature : 
and Benedict XIV. on learning this surprising 
news, had reason for. exclaiming, O admiralile 
commerdum * / 

M. de Bernit has immortalized himself by 
this political phenomenon, having had juster 
views than Cardinal Richelieu. 

By this means we shall h&ve no more wars in 
Europe^ except when they grow tired of hav- 
ing peace; and the king of Prussia, though 

always 

* Admirable connection. 
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always thirsting after glory, will not geek tc^ 
make conquests. But I see Poland at his mer« 
cy ; and bi cause a liero equally valiant and for- 
tunate loves to aggrandize himself, he will one 
~day take part of it^ if that pan be only the town 
of Dantzick. Poland itself may perhaps lend 
a iie]p:ng hand io snch^a fevolutjon, by not 
watching sufficiently at home, and splitting" 
into a thousand dfferent factions. The patrio- 
tic spirit is no longer sufficient among the Po- 
landers to animate thent to defend their country 
at the ex pence of their lives. They are too 
often from hoiiie, to retain their national spi- 
rit. It is only in England that the spirit of pa- 
triotism is never extinguished^ because it is 
founded on pi inciple. 

Europe has nlways had some warlike Mo- 
narchy jealous of extending his territories, or 
gathering laurels: sometimes a Gifstavus^ some- 
times a Sobieski, sometimes a Louis the Great^ 
sometimes a Frederic, Arms^ more than talents, 
have aggrandised empires, because mankind 
have known that there is nothin^s( of such ener- 
gy as the law of the strongest, the ultima ratio 
regum. 

Happily 
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Happily we feel none of these calamities^ 
here : all is in peace, and every one relishes its 
fruitS'delicioosly ; us I eminently taste the plea- 
stire oF assuring you uf all -my esteem, and all 
my attachment. 



LETTER LXXXVir. 

TO THE ABBE NICOLI{IK 

JL WAS extremely sorry that I was not at the 
CoDU'ent of the Holy Apostles, when yon 
came to favour mo with a visit before your 
departure* Alas! I was npon the banks of 
the Tiber, which the ancient Romans mag- 
nified as they did their triumpihs; for a^ to 
its'leogtb or breadth, it is bat an ordinary 
fiver. 

This is a walk wbtck I have a particular ^k-^ 
log to^ from the id^M. it inspires me with, on 

the 
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the grandeur and .deciension of the Romans. 

I call to mind the times when these fierce 

despots held the world in chains, and when 

Rome had as many gods as they bad vices and 

passions. 

I then shrink back into my cell, wbere I em-^ 

ploy myself abotit Christian Rome, and wbere^ 

though the lowest in the house of God, I labour 

for its utility : but it is a work xuhich is pre^, 

scribed, and therefore ted'aus; for ia studj-^. 

ing, a man commonly loves what he performs 

freely. 

I dare not speak to you of the death of dvr 

common friend :— That would be to tear opeix 

a too* tender wound. I came too late to hear 

bis last words. He is regretted like one of those 

singular men of whom his age was not worthy, 

and who possessed all the cahdour of tbe pri* 

mitive times. 

It is said that he has left some pieces of poe* 

try worthy of the greatest masters. He never 

mentioned them, wiiich is the more extraordi*^ 

nary, 8.8 poets are seldom more discreet with 

regard to their writings,. th»n. to their merit in. 

other respects. 

Tot 



For some time we have bad a swarm of young 
Frenchmen here, and you -mav .believe that I 
have seen them with much pleasure. My apart- 
ment .was. not laige eoougli to hold them ; they 
all did me the favoar to come and sec me, be- 
caii^s^e they had, been told that there was a Monk 
in the Convent of the Holy i^postles who had 
s^ particular Tegard for France, and every on^ 
that came from thence. They all »poke togc^ 
ther, and it was an f^arthqu^ke that gave me 
much pleasure* 

They do not like Italy too much, becaias^ 
it is not yet quite frencbified; but I com- 
forted them) by- assuring them that in time 
they would complete the -metamorphosisj iind 
that I was already more than half a French'* 
man. ' ■ , ' 

I have the honour to be, &c, 
]|«M¥, 24 July, 175^ . 



;r . ./j LETTER 






Lxxxviii: 

TO MR. 6TUA&T, A SCOTCH GBNTLBKAIT. 

J. F you are nfat affected by the flu<>ttiatioiT of 
Ae waves which surround \oily I will r^pro^cfa 
you keenly for your mconstancy: itiattetitioft 
to an old friend, who has been always attacbed 
to you is not to be forgiven. Your conduct re- 
minds me of what 1 have ofted thought, that 
the principal nations of Europe r^s^tubl^ the 
elements. 

The Italian, according to thkt similitude, re* 
presents tiie fire/ which, always in adtion^ flau^s 
and sparkles; the German may be cotUpared 
to the earth, whici), notwithstanding its den- 
sity, produces good pulse and i^xcellent fruits • 
the French to the air, whose subtlety leaves not 
a trace behind ; the English to the fickle wave^ 
which changes every instant.^ 
> A skilful minister, with address, chains these 
elements as he finds necessary, or makes tbem 
wrestle one against the other, according to the 
iutertist^ of his master. It is what we have seen 

. more 
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more than once when Europe was in combustioH} 
and was agitated by reciprocal violences. 

Huoaan pQlicy, embroils or reconciles^ accordf- 

iDg to interest, having nothing more at heart 

than to govern or aggrandise. Christian po* 

licjj on the coutrary^ k^ows not the oriaiinal 

art of sowing diviv^pa; its greatest soccess n 

io preventing them. I can set no value upon 

policy which is not founded on equity, for that 

is jVlacbiavelisni pot into action : hut X have tbe 

niQ^t advantageoqs idea of a policy whicb i^ 

apmetimes quietj .90Qietunes. acUvie ; i^ governed 

\>y prudence ; meditates, calculates, - foresees 

and, after having recalled the past, reflects 

upon the present, glances into foturitVy and 

having all times in view, becomes active, or 

remains inactive. 

» 

It ijs absolutely.necessary that a goodPolitidan 
should, bq pert'eclly acquainted with history^ 
and the age in which he iives; he should knaw 
the degree of strength and spirit possessed h^ 
those cliar^]Cter^ who appear on thestage of the 
wx>rld ; to intimidate them if they are weak» to 
oppose tbem if they have courage, and to mis- 
lead tbem if they are rash. 

A know- 
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\¥hich no une is ignorant^ and as our 'slowness 
in determining is generally knbwn^ it is not 
S^mi^s, bat evea proper^ for a Pope yk>w and 
tben to be determined ; not in things that may 
be disputed, but in things that are just; with* 
Qut which the Sovereign Pontiffs would be cer* 
tain of being oppressed every time they are 
threatened. 

Unfortunately, war is necessary for some na- 
tions to become opulent; there are others^ again, 
to whom it proves certain ruin : from all which 
I conclude, that a Minister who knows how to 
profit ably of circumstances is truly a treasure ; 
and when a sovereign has the happiness to find 
sjach a man, he should preserve him, notwith* 
standing cabaU. 

I have been staminering upon a subject which 
you understand a)uchl)etter than I do ; but one- 
word leads to another, and insensibly we speak, 
of what we do ngt know. 
^ Thus it happens in letter- writing. — We do 
not foresee all that we shall say. The soul, 
when it eomes to recoil upon itself, is astonish- 
ed, and with reason, at its fert;ility. ' It is a 
striking picture of the production of a world 

from 



1 
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from ntitbing; for our tl)oaghu, which did not 
'Cxtst a little before, saddenly start into being, 
and make us sensible that the Creation is really 
not . impossible^ as some modern Philosophers 
pretend. 1 leave you with yourself; you are 
much better than with me. Adieu. 



Home, S3 Auf^t, 1756. 

\ 

« - 

LETTER LXXXIX. 

I 

TO THE BET. FATHER •**, APPOINTED COK- 
FBSSOE TO THE DUKE OF *^^» 

\v HAT a cfasi^! What a burden! my 
dearest friend. Is it for your destruction, or for 
your salvatioui that Providence has appointed 
you to this formidable employment ? That idea 
ought to make you tremble. 

You ask me what you should do to discharge 
it properly? — Be an Angel. 

All things prove shelves and snares for the 
Confessor of a Sovereign^ if he has not pa- 

VOL. It. C tieuce 
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tience to wait God*s good timej gentleness to 
cotiipasaionate imperfections^ a^d steadiness to 
restrain passions. You ought to be filled with 
a superior measure of the gifts of the Koly 
Ghosts 8o as to diflnse sometimes hopes^ some^ 
times fears^ and always instruction. You shoul«f 
have a zeal capable of standing the severest 
testj and a spirit of justice to balance the in- 
terests of the people, and the Sovereign of 
whom you have the guidance. You should first 
endeavour to know, whether the Prince whom 
you direct is instructed in the duties of Religion^ 
and his obligations towards his subjects; for 
alas ] it is too common for Princes to come out 
of the hands of those who had the forming of 
them, without any knowledge but what is su- 
perficial. Next you should oblige your peni- 
tent to instruct himself, and t6 draw instruction 
from its true sources, not loading the miembry 
with many lectures, but studying by princi- 
ples what Religion and Politics require from a 

Governor. 

There are excellent' ^orks upoii this subject, 
«nd you ought not to be ignorant of thepi. I 
kbow one tliat was composed foir Victor- 

' Amadfeus> 
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Amadeus. and Tvhich has no other Cault but 
that of being; too diffuse^ and Qj^acting too 

muci). 

. ' , ,j' ' ' «• • 

When the duke is solidly instructed, for he 
should not sleep over frivolous ceremonies, re- 
commend to him to seek truth continually, and 
to love it without reserve. Tri^th should b^ 
the Sovereign's compass. It will be the means 
of getting rid of all informers and courtiers, 
who support themselves in courta by flattery 
aad falsehood, and who are' by a thousand 
degrees the most dangerous of all scourges ; 
destroying Princes both in this world and the 
next. 

Insist, without intermission, on the necessity 
of shewing due respect to Religion, not by. in- 
spiring a spirit of persecution, but by recom- 
mending an evangelical courage, which spares 
the person, but, stops the scandal. Repeat fre- 
quently that the life of a Sovereign, like his 
crown, is very insecure, if lie suffers jesting 
about the worship due to God, and does not put 
a stop to irreligioQ. 

Endeavour by your Srmnes^, by your repre- 
sentations, by your prayers, and even by your 

C 2 - tears. 
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tears, to make the Prince whom you guide dis- 
tinguish himself by the goodness of his mo- 
ralsy and cause them to flourish in his kingdom, 
as they constitute the tranquillity of citizens^ 
and the happiness of families, which is the seed 
of population. 

.Represent to him frequently, that his sub- 
jects are his children^ and that he should be a 
' parent to them day and nighty to help and 
cc>mfort them ; that he should not impose 
taxes upon them, but in proportion to their 
wealth and industry, so as neither to expose 
them to indigence nor despair ; and that a 
ready administration of justice is his indispen* 
sibleduty. 

If you do not engage him to see every thing 
with his own eyes, you will do your duty only 
by halves. The people are not made happy 
but by entering into particulars, which it is im- 
possible to know, without descending to make 
the enquiry. 

Though the Great despise the people, and do 
not reflect, that in a State the People compre- 
hends every individual except the Sovereign, 
yet to you, let that People be ever present, as a 

'sacred 
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sacreJcT portion wilb which the PriQce should ^be 
constantly engaged ; — ^a portion 'which makes 
the support of the thrbne, and which should be 
watched like the apple of the eye. 

Make him sensible, that the Kfe of a Sove- 
reign is a life of trouble; and that recreations 
are only permitted to him, as to the rest of 
mankind, for a relaxation ; teach him to know, 
that he ought to break off his Christian studies, 
and even his prayers, if he is wanted for the 
support of the state. 

Speak to him of the d|readftii account which 
be mast render to God of hU administration, 
atid not of the judgtaent which History pro- 
nounces against bad Princes after thciir deaths. 
That is not a proper motive to actuate a religious 
Prince ; for History is only the voice of meo, 
which perisheth with them : but the living God, 
the punisher of criimes, is the object which 
should regulate the conduct of a Sovereign, tt 
is of little consequence to most people, vifhether' 
they are well or ill spoken of after their death ; 
but the sight of an eternal and inflexible Judge 
makes the most awefnl tmpk'essioh upon the hu- 
man mind. 

Cs You 
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You will not prescribe those vague penances 
which consist in simple prayers, but apply a 
remedy fit to heal the wounds which will be ex« 
posed to you ; and particularly/ endeavour to 
discover what is his prevailing fault ; without 
which you may confess for a whole age without 
knowing your penitent. If you would slop the 
course of an evil, you must go to the fountain- 
head* 

Take great care not to step beyond the 
bounds of your ^linistry, and not to meddle^ 
I do not say with any intrigue, but, with any 
business of the Court. - It is most unworthy to 
see a Monk, who ought to appear only as a 
representative of Jesus Christ, dishonour that 
august function by sordid interest, or detestable 
ambition. 

^ AW your desire, al) your views, should have 
the safety of the Prince, who places his confi-* 
dence in you, for their sole object. Astonish 
' him by an incorruptible virtue, always equally 
s|]ppprted. If a Confessor doea not make him- 
self respectable, and especially in a Court, 
where they only seek pretences for not being 

Christians^ 
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Christians, he authorises yices, and exposes 
himself t6 be despised. 

- Itictilcate into the mind of the Prince, that 
he must be answerable to God for all the em- 
ployments he bestows^ and all the evil which 
is done in consequence of bis making an im* 
proper choice. Represent to him particularly, 
the danger of nominating ignorant or vicious 
people to ecclesiastical dignities, and nourishing 
their efieminancy and covetousness by giving 
them a plurality of benefices. Persuade tiim 
to seek but merit, and to recompense tbosie who 
write for the good of the public, and for Beli- 
gion. Teach him to support his dignity, noc 

by pride, but by a magnificence proportiotfied 

• . . . • 

to the extent of his dominions, his forces, 

and his revenues; and to descend, at tfa^ 

same time, from \m rank* to humanise him- 

self with his people, and to search after true 

happiness. 

Place hfs duty frequently before his eyes, 

not with severity nor with importunity; but 

witti that charity, which, being the efFiisioti of 

the Holy Spirit, never speaks but with pru^ 

6nce, seizes the proper season, and profits by. 

C4 it 
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it. When 9i Prioce is convinced of the knoir^ 
ledge and piety of bis Confessorj he bears him 
with good-niatare, . if his be^rt be not corrupted. 

If yodr- illustrioqs pupil accuses himself of 
essential faults^ in adinii)isiratioii^ speak to bim 
in, general t^rms, and you will com^ insetisibly 
to the point of making him <;onf#ss vbat yon 
ought to know. < You should often insist upon 
bis hearing all his people, aod doing, them im* 
mediate justice. 

If you do not find yourself inclined to fol* 
low this plan^ retire; for these are preoepta 
whidi you cannot trMisgress> wiUiout renjdering 
yourself guilty both in the -sight of God and 
man. . « ' . 

The function of an ordinary Confessor does 
not attract the public attention i but all eyes 
are fixed on the cpnduct. of the man who is 
Confessor to a Sovereign. When in the' tri* 
bunal of penitence, you cannot be too exact, 
in not allowing any one to approach to the Sa- 
craments, whose scandalous life must render 
bim unworthy in the eyes of the public. There 
are not two* Gospels, one for the SotereigA, and 

another 
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another for the people: both will he equally 
JQdged by one iinaltefabhe law^ because the law 
of thb Lord remsiineth et^nally« 

Princes are not the images of God by their 
power and authority only^ which ihey bold of 
bim alone; they are so likewise by the Tirtoes 
which fhey shOaTd possess^ in order to be pro- 
per representatives of Him. A ^ople should 
be able to say of their Sotcfreign^ *' He governs 
''like a Deity> with wisdom^ iclemen^y, and 
'' equity i** for Sovereigns are accountable to 

« 

their subjects for their condoct ; not that they 
ought to disclose the secrets of the Cabinetj but 
it is their duty to do nothing which ean mislead 
the people. 

Of ail thingSj take care not to falsify the 
truth, either from weakness or any worldly 
molive. Tber^ is no capitulating with the law 
of God ; it has the same force at all times^ 
and is actuated by 'one unvaried spirit. -The 
zeal of the great Ambrosius^ with regard to 
the Emperor Theodosius, is extolled by the 
Church as highly at present as it was former- 
ly! Tor she neither changes in her morals nor 
opinions. 

C 5 I pray 
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I pray to Qod, with all my hearty that he 
may support you^ and enlighten you in so ha- 
Z^*dous an employment, where you ou^ht not 
to be an ordinary man, but a heavenly guide- 
You. will then live as a hermit, in the midst of 
the ^reat world ^^ as a truly religious man, in a 
dwelling where there is commonly but little 
Keligion ; as a Saint^ in a place which would 
destroy the men of God, if the Lord; was -not 
every where with his Elect. 

I embrace you', and am,. &c. 



LETTER XC. 

TO THE PRBLATJfc CEBATI. * 

7 Mt tiORD, . . 

jAlT] lastithe Chapter of Dominicans, at whicb 
our Holy Father solemnly presided,. is over,. and 
tke Rev. father Boxadors, equally distinguished 
by his birth and merit, hath been elected Su* 
p^ior]General, He will govern with much wis- 
dom 
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d(>m and bonegty, as an enlightened man who 
' is acquainted with mankind^' and knows that 
they are not to be governed imperiously. 

Benedict XIV. who opened the Session with 
a diseourse the most eloquent and highly com- 
plimentary to the Order of St. Dominick, which 
ha^ always been remarkable for the understand- 
jng and rirtue of its members, desired to have 
the Rev. Father Kichini for. General^ a truly 
modest and learned monk; but notwithstand- 
ing his presence, and all his wishe^^ he couldi 
i^ot succeed. 

^ The Pope took it very well; and when goiQg 
*way said with a smile, " that the Holy The- 
*^ resa havrog asked our Saviour, wherefore .a 
*^ Carmelite, who he. had revealed to her should 
'^ be chosen General, had lost his election, he 
'^ answered her, I was for Mm,, but the Monh9 
<< were against him. It is not astonishing .then» 
*' added our Holy Father, that the will of hit 
*' Vicar hath not had its effect." 

All the world knows that we too often resist 
the Holy Spirit, and that mankind ddily de- 
feat the intentions of the Deity by their wicked 

ways. • ' 

C ^ . Father 
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Father Bremond is little regretted, Although 
he was extremely affable and yirtuous* His 
Order reproached him with haying a bliod con-» 
descension for a brother who governed him, and 
whom I always distnistedi because he appeared 
to me to be a flatterer. It is seldom that faen 
of that character are not false. Your sweetened 
language is rarely the language of sincerity. 

I pitied poor P. Bremond, without daring to 
blame him. What man in employment but has 
been deceived i 

Many people judge unkindly of the Great, 
and especially when they are not great them- 
selves. The circumstance of men in high sta- 
tions being beset with cares and embarrassments 
is not attended to ; though that should in some 
measure excuse them, as they cannot, see all 
wilth their own eyes. Happy be who only views 
Greatness at a distance, like a mountain which 
he has no inclination to climb ! 

I have t!ie honour to be, &c. 

Rome, 09Jiily|i7.3f£' 

LETTER 
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LETTER XCL 

TO Al^ ENGLISH LORD. 

J^MLY Lord, infstmcled sis you are in the impeN 
fectioDs of hninan natare, the variety of opi« 
nions^ the caprice of taste, and the force of 
customs, I cannot conceive vvby you should be 
astonished at the form of our Government. I 
do not pretend to justify it, as it neither favours 
commerce, agriculture, nor population ; that is 
to say, what forms the essence of public feli^ 
city; but do you think there are no incon* 
veniences in other countries? 

It is true, we are under a torpid Govern ment^ 
which excites neither emulation not industry; 
but I see you Englishmen under the yoke of a 
populace, who' drag you as they please, and 
who by their impetuosity, which cannot be re. 
strained, become your Sovereigns : I see other 
nations, such as the Polanders, plunged in an- 
archy; and the Russians undeir . despotism :. not 
to mention the Turks, who dare not speak for 

fear of their all-absolute Sultan. 

It 
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It is generally imagined, though I do not 
know why, that the Ecclesiastical Government 
IS a sceptre of iron ; yet whoever has read its 
history^ cannot be ignorant that the Christian 
Religion, has ^boliabed sl^v^ry; that, in f hose 
ooimtries where it still unhappily prevails, as in 
Pobuid ■ and Hungary^ t the peasants, who are 
nfider thef government of Bishops; ar^ not bondsi* 
men; and that, in a word) nothing is/more 
gentle than tfae.dpno^nion of the Popes. Be- 
sides .th^irnev^r eiigaging in war, being neceS'p 
stfrily Princes of Peace, they trouble, nobody 
ekher fcnr/taxes,' or their way of thinking. . 

There are certain Inquisitions wh^ch have 
caused the. Priests to be.brs^nded with the name 
of Persecutors. But, besides that, tl^e Mo- 
narcbs who authorized them, were equally guilty 
with the tinsiigatoD9, Rome was iiever i^een-.to 
indulge in tb« barb^rpus pleasure ef burning her 
citizens for want of the Faith, pr because some 
improper: discourse had esc^aped tbeii^... Jesus 
Christ, eipiriog uppn the, Crc»^s, far from ex- 
terminatiag th9s^, whp blaspbeqeid ,bim, soli- 
cited their pardftp with, hia Ffitljer ; PuUr ^- 
fwsce ilHs.^ One 

• Father, foi^iye them. 
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One thing is certain, that although some 
Ministers . of God have sometimes declared for^ 
blood and carnage, they have only <]one it by 
an enormous abuse of Religion, which, having 
charity for its essence, preaches up meekness 
and peace. 

Yet, wheresoever I look round the world, I 
see that^ in the midst of our indigence, and 
apathy^ we are still the people who live most 
happily. This is owing, it is true, to the good- 
ness of the soil and climate, which furnishes us 
abundantly with the necessaries of life. 

If our Government had more activity, there 
would certainly be more vigour and circulation 
in the Ecclesiastical State: But who hath told 
us that the Governujeni woul^'not then become 
despotic ? The luke-warmness of the Popes, 
who are commonly too old to undertake or exe- 
cute, 'makes at once our misfortune and our hap* 
piness. They leave the country to produce 
what it pleases, without attending either* to its 
culture or improvement ; but they crush no- 
body under the weight of taxes, and every one 
is i^ure of remaining in peace at home, without 
the least molestation. 

Rich 
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Rich coun tries are taxed in proportion to 
their wealth; and I know not, in fact, whether 
it is better to inhabit a country flourishing by its 
indastry, and obliged to pay exorbitant burdens^ 
which leave only the means of subsisting ; or 
to live in a place without this circulation, but 
in happy ease. It appears to me, that every in- 
dividual, separately, chooses rather to gain 
little with nothing to pay, than to gain much, 
and pay almost the whole. I prefer having 
only twenty-five sequins of my own, to the hap- 

pness of possessing a hundred out of which I 
must pay ninety. 

We are frequently misled by specious advan- 
tages in what we say upon Government. The 
whole world undotibtedly requires that we should 
labour and be active, lending our hands to one 
another from the most distant parts of the 
globe, and by keeping up correspondences that 
we should support a just equilibrium, or at least 
a happy harmony : Yet that does not hinder but 
there may be a little corner in the world which 
may be happy, without taking a paxt in all 
these enterprises and revolutions ; and we are 
in that little intrenchment, where the serpents 

of 
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of Discord do not hiss, and where Tyranny doth 
not exercise her craelties* 

The human mind is always in^ motion^ be- 
cause man is perpetually agitated : Men nerer 
loTe to see countries rest in torpid indolence* . 
Thus conquerors^ who ravage kingdoms, who 
plunder^ who kilVand nsurp, please them much 
more than, those beings, who, remaining fixed 
in one place^ lead an uniform life, and do not, 
by their rejrolutions, present them with any in- 
teresting spectacle on the theatre of the world* 

Yet the life celebrated by Philosophers and 
Poets, is not a life of tumult; in order to render 

s 

men happy^ they banisL avarice and ambition 
from their minds ; and in this they agree with 
the true Cbristi^ms^ who preach up disinterested- 
ness and humility* 

I assure you, I have often estimated eycry 
kind of Government^ and I shpn]d be pu;p^leq 
to decide which is the best. None of them are 
without their inconveniences \ and at this we 
should be the less surprised^ since the univfrs< 
itself, though governed by infinite Wisdom, is 
subject to the strangest revolutions. Sometimes 
we are crushed by thunder, sometimes afflicted 

by 
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by c'alatnitiesy and almost always rexed either 
by 8hock3 of the elements, or by the plague of 
insects: in the heavenly country only aTl will 
be perfect^ and there we shall find neither evils 
nor dangers. * 

A little less enthusiasm for your country;, Sir, 
would make you allow that therie are abuses in 
it as in others. But how expect an English- 
man not to be an enthusiast in favour of his 
country? You will tell me, that the liberty 
and property of your citizens are singularly re- 
spected with you ; and I will answer, that these 
two prerogatives/ which essentially constitute 
happiness,.and which ought tieverto be invaded, 
remain equally inviolate in the dominions of the 
Pope. There *very one is allowed to enjoy his 
property in peace, to go and comtf as he 
pleaseth, without being molested. The rigours 
of authority are unknown in the Ecclesiastical 
States, and you may say, that the siiperiors ra* 
ther intreat than command. Do not imagine, 
' from these observations, that I am an apologist 
for a Government so defective as om's : I kndw 
its defects as well as you ; but think that therd 

is not atk administration in the unirerse of ivfaicll 

we 
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"we may not speak both good and ill. May the 
republican love republics, and the subjects of 
monarchs love monarchies, and then all will he 
as it ought ! As for me, I act as I ought, when 
I assure you of the respect^ &c. 

'" • - ■ ■ r 

RoMi, a; September, 1756- 
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X AM grieved, my dear f^riend, that yowdd^^ 
m^tic affairs are still in so bad a situation, mod 
that your wife, by ber excessive expences^^hu 
hours conlinuailv to make them^ worse. There 
IS nothing but patience and milidness which can' 
aflieet her. Gain her confidence, and you wifl* 
afterwards gain what you please. Yoq should* 
nevor molest a wife, whatever faults she may 
have committed, but find some means capable 
of ^pe&iDj[..her..^e8. Speak reason to her : 
i seem 
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seem to enter into ber. vie ws^ sa as not to have 
appearance of contradictiog her ; and insensi- 
bljj by candid representations/ by good, treat- 
ment^ by sensible reasonings, by the effusions 
of the heart, she inay be brought to relish the 
morals you preach to her; but you must not 
assume either a pedantic manner, or the tone of 
amoralizer. 

Above all things, do not complain of your 
wife before your chiTdreh, biit still less before 
your servants. They .will acquire the habit of 
no longer respecting her ; perhaps they may 
despise hen 

Women deserve attention $ and the more sOf. 
as their peevishness is almost always owing to 
the temper of hushaiictf ,^.or domestic vexations* 
Theic tender forms require itttention, as well as 
thdr situation, which does not permit tkem to 
divert, theif cares so easily as we can do, whose 
lives are divided between business and study. 
While the husband goes abroad on business or 
pleasure, the wife remains confined at home, 
necessarily employed in minute attentions, 
which are consequently teaziug. Women who 
lovp reading have a resoiurce^ but they 'canaot 

be 
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be always reading; besides^ almost every. wo- 
man i^ho reads mnch is infected with rantty. 

I advise you to recommend to her creditors^ 
to come frequently to persecute her^ When she 
is in their debt. She will soon grow tired of 
their visits^ and then you should take occ^asioa 
to shew her, that there cannot be a grei^ter mis* 
fortune than to be in debt when we cannot pay. 
You will engage her attention by mentioning 
Uie necessity of saving something* for ber 
children. She loves them tenderly, and that 
motive will be the best lesson which can be 
given her. 

I formerly knew an old officer at Pesaro^ who 
had suffered much by the passionate freaks of 
his wife. When she fell into a rage, he re- 
mained immoveable^ and did not speak on^ 
word ; and this silencer very soon cooled her 
passion. The passionate are to be disarmed by 
mildness. 

How pleased am I, my dear Doctor^ that I 
am married to my cell ! It is a quiet companion, 
which does not speak one word^ which does not 
put my patience to the trial, and which ^ I find 
always the same at whatever hour I return ; al- 
ways. 
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ways t^iinquU and ready to receive me. The 
ve^i^tipoa . of the Monks are nothing, when 
O^Q)|>»red with those of people who live in the 
world > but it is necessary that eveiy one should 
suffer patiently^ And reHect that this life is not 
^^i;nal, St Jerome said, that he advised mar- 
xjiftg^to thosp only who were fearful in the night, 
that they might have a companion to keep up 
their cpurage ; but as he was never fearful, be 
never indined to marry. . 

I am gl*d that your eldest son has siich un* 
xoaunon sagacity. As the temper of the youngest 
is mote reserved, you must try it in order to 
.aaiake bun shew himself. The talent of a father 
.is. to. multiply himself, and to appear to iis 
-ichildren under different forms : To one, as a 
. master ; to another, as a friend. 

The cpnfidence which the first people of 
the town. place in you dpes, them honour. 
. They must have known, from frequent cures, 
^that,the re^proachps against phj^sicians are not 
jaljuays veil founded. The fashion is to be 
merry at their expencc ; but for my part, I an» 
convinced that there is more understanding 
among them than almost all the other professions^ 

and 
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and that their science is not so conjectural as is 
commonly thought: but man^ ingenious in de- 
luding hims«If, 8Ays^ that it is never Death, but 
always tbe Physician, that kills. Besides, what 
learned man nerer deceives himselff We 
should not see so many sophisms and paradoxef 
in books^ were it not tbat writers are fallible^ 

* though they know a great deal.. 

* What t say to you, my dear Doctor, is the 
tnore generous on my part, because I enjoy the 
most perfect health, and have no need of aay 
physician. 1 take my chocolate every morii* 
ing, lead a frugal life, iise a great deal of tnufil 
and walk frequently; and with such a regimen, 
one. may live an age ; but I am not desirous of 
long life. 

Love me always as your best friend, the friend 
of your family, and as one who most sincerely 
wishes to see you happy. 

My compliments to your dear wife, whom t 
wish to see as reasonable in her expences as you • 
are .-r-that time will come. The happiness of 
this life consists in always hopii^g^ 

. SniB,40(hS<vtaalier,i7S6. 

LETTER 
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LETTER XCIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

JL pU will see, my Friend, by the iodosed 
memorial of yonr colleagues, who tear each 
other to pieces, that study does not exempt ns 
from the weakness incident to human na- 
ture. 

Yet, the learned ought to set an example of 
moderation, and leare quarrels and jealousies 
to the Tulgar, as their proper element. Every 
age has produced literary combats yery humi- 
liating to sense and reason. The merit of one is 
not the same in another, and I cannot see why 
envy should be so exasperated as to decry those 
who have reputation. I would rather never 
have read in my life, than conceive the least 
hatred against a writer. If he writes well I admire 
him ; if badly, I excuse him, because I imagine 
he did his best. 

The greater the number of mean souls who 
rank themselvei^ in the list of writers, the more 
they detest, and tear one another in pieces. 

Men 
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Men of genluSy like the generous mastiff^ despise 
the insults of little curs. The truly great nerer 
reply to critics ;— satire is best aaswered by si- 
lent contempt; 

• Men of superficial knowledge are much more 
exposed to these squabbles than the truly 
lefarned, because their application is quite dif- 
ferent. The learned are too much absorbed in 
study, to hearken to the whispers of jealousy ; 
whjie the others^ like light troops, are scattered 
about upon the watch. 

'The French have a great deal of these hate, 
ful disputes in their writings, from their having 
many more superficial than profound authors. 
Their ' agreeable vivacity leads them to trivial 
pursuits^, rather than to the study of the spiencfes : 
frbm a dread that their gaiety must be laid un- 
<)er restraint, and their liberty be lo^i in intense 
application. The learned man writes for pos-. 
terity, and the superficial for the present fige ; 
he is in a hurry to gain reputation for the im- 
mediate gratification of self Jove, preferring the 
applause of a day to a more lasting glory. 

I am delighted to hear thatyour remonstrances 

have at last made an impression upon your wife ; 

TOL IK D and 
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she will possibly at last become a miser. But 
take care of that, for she vrill, perhaps, make 
you die of hunger ; and u Physician prescribes 
only strict regimen to his patients. 

I have scarce timejto read the work you men-> 
lion ; but as you speak so highly of its latinity, 
I will endeavour to glance it over. There are 
some books which I run over in the twinkling 
of an eye, others which I dive into so as to lose 
nothing ; but it depends upon the subjects, and 
the manner of treating them. 

I love a work whose chapters, like so many 
avenues, lead agreeably to some interesting pro- 
spect. When I see the road crooked, and the 
ground rugged, I reject it at the beginning ; and 
go no farther, unless the importance of, the 
subject makes me forget the manner in which 
It is delivered. 

I leave you^ to visit an English Lord, who 
thinks, as he speaks, with energy. He cannot 
CQuceive how Rome can canonize men who 
have lived holy lives; as if we did not judge 
of men by their lives, and as if God had not 
promised the Kingdom of Heaven to those who 
faithfully accomplish theLaw. 

I 
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I believe, however^ tkat that excellent work 
of the Ho!y Fatheri On the canonization of 
Saints f will open bis eyes ; he esteems the Pon- 
tiff greatly, and has an high opinion of bis 
writings. Adieu ! 

COVYENT OF THE HOLY APO«tl*Si| 

5th November, 1756. 



LETTER XCIV, 



TO THE AfiBB LAMI. 



XWISH, my dear Abb^^ for the tipn^ur 
of your country and of Itady, that the History of 
Tuscany, which is going to be puUisfaed, may 
correspond with its title. 

What excellent matter to bai^dle, if tbe^ 
writer, equally judicious and delieatft, shews » 
the arts springing from this country, where th^y 
had been buried during so many ages ; and if ho 
paints in proper colours the Medicis, to whom 
we owe this inestimable advaiitSkge ! 

D t History 
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History brings together all ages and all man- 
kind into one point of view^ presenting a charm- 
ing landsci^pe to the mental eye. It gives co- 
lour to the thoughts^ soul to the actions, and 
life to the dead ; and brings them again tipon 
the stage of the world, as if they were still 
living; but with this difference, that it is not to 
flatter, but to judge them. 

Formerly history was but badly written, and 
even at this day our Italian authors are not 
much iuaproved. They only compile events and 
dates, without characterizing the genius either 
or nations or heroes. ^ 

The generality of men look upon History 
with a cursory glanee, as they would on a piecQ 
of Flanders tapestry. They ate content to see 

« 

characters shining by the vivacity of the colour- 
ing, without thinking of the head which drew 
the design, or the hand which executed it. 
And thus they think they see every thing, while 
they see nothing. 

It is impossible to profit by history, if we are 

« 

attentive only to princes, battles, and exploits, 
passing in review before us ; but I do not know 
more instructive reading, if we consider the 

progress 
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progress of events^ and observe how they wete 
conducted ; when we analyse the talents and 
designs of those people who set all in motion^ 
and transport ourselves to the ages and conn- 
tries in which such memorable actions hap- 
pened. 

History affords an inexhaustible fund for re- 
flections. Every action should be weighed, 
not with a minute examination which doubts 
of every thing, but with a critical eye, which 
will not be deceived. It is seldom that young 
people profit by the reading of history, because 
it b given io them as a kind of exercise calcu- 
lated solely for the nlemory; instead of being a 
told^ that it is the soul, and not the eyes, which 
ought to "be employed in such a study; 

Then they will observe some men highly 
prmsed, who were the disgrace of human na- 
ture ; others who were persecuted, yet were the 
glory of their country, and the age in which 

they lived. Then they will know the springs 

of emulation, and the dangers of anibition ; 

they will see self-interest the primum mobile in 

cities, courts, and families. 

D 3 Historians 
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Historians rarely make reflections^ that they 
may leave their readers at leisure to analyse 
and judge of the people of whom' they speak. 

In all the- histories of the worlds we find 
people who scarcely appear on the scene, yet 
1[)ehind the curtain set all in motion. These 
escape not the attentive reader, who gives tbem 
ihe honour of what flattery has too often 
JEuscribed to the man in office. Almost all 
I^rinces and Ministers have some secret asent 
by whom they are moved, and who is only to be 
discovered by analysiiig them. 

We may* likewise say, that some 'of the 
greatest events which have astonished the worldj^ 
have frequently taken rise from persons obscure, 
both in rank and extraction. Many women 
who appeared only as the wives of princes or 
ambassadors, and who are pot even mentioned 
in histoiry, have frequently been the cause of 
some of the noblest exploits. Their counsels 
have prevailed and been followed ; and the hus- 
bands have had all the honour of enterprise 
... • • - ♦ 

ivhicb was due to the sagacity of their wives. 

Tuscany furnishes much excellent matter^ 
which an able historian might display in a 

most 
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most lively and striking manner. That period 
where we see princes of such contracted power 
as the family of Medrci^ reviving the arts^ and 
'spreading them ^U over EaropCi will not be the . 
least 'interesting. When I reflect upon this 
aeraj it seedis li^ke a new world rising out of a 
'chaos ; a new sun coming to give light to the 
different nations. O that this work^ my dem: 
Abb^, had fallen into your hands ! You w6ulcl 
have given it all the spirit it was^ capable of.. 
Adieu ! Somebody is coming to besiege me^ and 
I won't be blocked up; — they are vi&its of po* 
liienesBj which should be respected. 

Rome, 8tli Norember, 1756. 



LETTER XCV. 

4 

TO COCMl' ♦♦*. 

XcANNOT sufficiently express my joy^^ my 
dear County when I think you are going on stea- 
dily in the path^ of virtue^ and that you are suf- 
ficiently master of yourself^ to keep your senses^ 
passionSj^ and heari in order. 

D4l Yes, 
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Yes^ we will make that little excursion we 
projected. Your company is become my de- 
light, since you have become a new man.' 

I will present yon to the Holy Father with 
pleasure, when you come to Rome ; and 1 pro* 
test to you he will be happ^ to see you, espe- 
cially when he knows that you apply yourself to 
proper studies. You will find him as livelj' as 
if he was only five-and-twcnty. 

Gaiety is the balm of life ; and what induces 
me to beliere that your piety will be lasting, is, 
ybur being always of a chearful temper. .They 
become insensibly tired of virtue, who become 
tired of themselves. Every thing then becomes 
a burden, and the whole concludes with sinking 
into a dismal misanthropy, or the greatest dissi- 
pation. I approve much of your bodily exer- 
cises; they enliven the spirits, and make us fit 
for every thing: I take as much exercise as the 
gloomy profession of a Monk allows. 

When you come to visit me, I will tell you 
all that the implacable Marchioness alledges 
in her own vindication for not seeing you. I 
always thought that her particular devotion 
would not allow her to do so good an action : 

she 
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she would support her conduct by yanitj. You 
cannot imagine how difficult it is for some de* 
votees to acknowledge themseWes in the wrong. 
As for you, stop where you are. You have 
written to her; you have spoken to her; and 
certainly that is enough; especially as St. Paul 
tells us/that we should be at peace with, aTl the 
world, if possible— si. ;/fm potest. He knew 
that there are some unsociable people, with 
whom it is impossible to live cordially. 

I embrace you with all my heart, &C,. 



LETTER XCVI. 

to b. p> luciakdi, a babnabitb. 
Most Rev. Fathbr, 

X OUR decision is perfectly conformable ta 
the Councils, and I should have been much 
astonished if it had been otherwise, considering 
the long time that I have been acquainted with 
your extensive knowledge and your judicious 

opinions. 

D 5 Besides 



* 
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. Besides thq excellent books .which you always 
have in your library^ yoa constantly .havB with 
you the Rev. P. Geidil, whose learning and 
modesty deserye the gireatest praise. . 

Take care of your healthy for the sake of Re* 
Jigion and. bur own int^ests. 

The city of Turin,, where you Jive, certainly 
^no^s ,tbe value of possessing you> for it is a 
place where merit is eateeiped and cherished. > . 

I make a scruple of detaining you longer 
from your Mudies and .exercises of piety, and 
therefore conclude without ceremony, by assur- 
ing you most cordially that I am, &c. 

Rons, 3d December, 175$. 



LETTER XC VIII. 

TO A BIHECTOR OF NUNS. 

JL DO not congratulate you upon your employ- 
ment, but I will endeavour that you shall acquit 
yourself with all possible prudence and charity. 
Take my advice, and go very seldom into the 

« 

parloui: : it is a place of idle conversation, sense- 
less 
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le^s tales^ ahd'fittle slanders^ ilnd your fre- 
quenting it cannot fail to excite jealousies'; for 
if jou see one oftener than another, they will 
come secretly to hear you from a spirit of curio* 
sity, which must produce cabals and parties, 
and the lea t word you speak will have a thou- 
sand cotnmentaries. 

Secondly, you cannot remote the idle scruples 
you willo ften hear of, except by d^pising theih 

• * * * 

and never li stening to theni more than twice. 

Thirdly, adcustom the Nuns' never t6 speak 
of any thing which does not regard themselves, 
while at confession, becausethey will otherwise 
make the confession of their neighbours ; and 
in confessing one only, you will learn insensibly 
the faults of the whole community. 

Pourthly, endeavour constantly to maintain 
peace in all their hearts, repealing incessantly 
that Jesus Christ is to be. found only in the boi- 
som of peace. 

Frequently reflect, that if there is lust in the 
eyes of all men, as St. John tells us, there is k 
lust in the tongues and ears of many NunSr 
Rave ybU skill to cure them ? If it is not proper 
to prescrie absolute silence, it is at least neces- 
* D 6 sary 
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sary to prohibit malicious discourse, where they 
amuse themselves at the expence of their neigh- 

hours. 

Respect the tenderness of the sex, which re- 
quires condescension in governing them ; and 
shew some indulgence to the poor recluse la- 
bouring in spirit, so as not to add to the yoke^ 
already sufficiently heavy from the burden of 
an eternal solitude. 

Our Holy Father has known their wants, by 
allowing them to visit each other once a year. 
Whatever is done from a principle of charity, 

deserves to be praised. 

There are occasions where it will be necessary 
to excrciw.all your firmness, and without which 
you will not be Director, but directed. Some 
Devotees have the address to lead him who hath 
the care of their consciences : they do this with 
aa air of perfect piety, without seeming to in- 

tend it. 

If you neglect these hints, you will repent ; 
but you will do better if you appear only at 
Confession, or in the Pulpit, and at the Altar. 
You will be much more respected. There are 
few Directors who do not lose a great deal by 

making 
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making themselves too much knowir. It is 
great wisdom never to appear among' thebi un- 
seasonably. Ask me nothing farther upon this 
article, for I have told you all that I know. 
Adieu ! 

COWSVT OF TRB HoLT APOBTLES, 

19 December, 1756, 



LETTER XCVIII. 

TO THE COUNT GENORI. 

J^Y books^ my monastic exercises, my em- 
ployment^ all join to oppose the pleasure I 
should otherwise have in visiting you. Besides^ 
what would you do with a monk whose lime is 
continually interrupted with reading and prayer, 
which would break in upon our walks and our 
conversations ? 

I am so accustomed to my hours of solitude 
and application^ that I believe I could not exist 
without them. 

All the happiness of a Monk consists in being 
alone^ in praying and in studying. I have no 

other; 
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otb^r ; aud I prefer it to all the pleasures of the 
world. The conrersation of the learned^ or 
some of ray friends^ is infinitely precious to me^ 
provided they do not break in upon my time. 
I never proposed to be the slave of the minute 
in the hours which I can dispose of, because I 
bate every thidg which is trifling ; but 1 love 
order, and I see nothing else which can pre- 
serve the harmony of the soul and the senses. 

* Where there is no order, there can be na 
peace.- Tranquillity is the daughter of Regular 
rity^ and it is by regularity that man can shut 
himself up within the sphere of his duly. ' All 
the.inanimate creation preach up regularity ; 
the stars perform their course peripdically/and 
iheplanls revive at the moment'which is marked 
out to them. We can tell the instant the day 
should appear^ and it doth not fail ; we know ' 
the moment of the night, and then darkness 
covers the earth. 

The true Philosopher never perverts the 
*order>of lime, unless obliged by occupations or 
customs which require it. 

To return, Sir, to Natural History, which 
you mentioned to me ; it is certain we have 

studied 
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Studied it l^sg, than antiquity^ although the 
former is much morp useful tban the latter. — 
Nevertheless, Italy at ev^ry step presents^ where- 
withal to exercise and satisfy the curiosity qf 
Naturalists. Phenomena may be seen in Italy, ' 
that are, not to be. seen elsewhere; and pea- 
pie who are said ,to be less superstitious tha^ 
the Italians, would^ instantly take them to be 
miracles. 

, A French Abb6^ who has been here for some 
time« and whom I got acquainted with by means 
of Cardinal Passionei,,was in the greatest asto* 
nishment at seeing the wonders which Nature 
every where presented to him.. I tshall alw&ys 
remember a walk which I bad with him near the 
Villa Mattel^ and which lasted five hours, 
though at no great distance, because be stopped 
every instant. He has knowledge, and suefe a 
taste for Natural History, that he is attracted 
by an insect or a flint, without being able to 
tear himself from them. I was afraid he would 
petrify himself with looking so much upon 
stones ; and I must say I should have been a 
greater loser, for his conversation is exceed* 

ingly 
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ingly engaging and chearfal. This is the Abb£ 
who has written against the systems of Mons, 
Buflfon. How much longer would he not have 
remained^ if he had had the happiness of being 
with you ? 

I have the honour to be^ with the most 
lively gratitude^ and most respectable at- 
tach men t) 

Your most humble &c. 



LETTER XCIX, 

TOXOUNSELLOB C***. 

* 

^^Such compliments! If you kpew how I 
love them^ you would not make them. 

What has been said with regard to the persou 
in question, is only founded on envy and ma* 
lice. Is there a man in office^ or a man who 
hath written, that has not enemies ?. Libels a^d 
satires make an impression only upon weak 

and 



GAKOANfelLf 8 LETTERS. 65 



and l>adly-organised heads ; and you will ob- 
jserve^ that the most viciaiis and spotted charac- 
ters are always most ready to believe calumny, 
and shew the greatest reluctance to see those 
'whom they have offended. 

Prejudice, however^ is so common, that^ ac- 
- cording to the observation of the Holy Father^ 
a thousand recommendations are wanted to de-» 
termine a man in office in favour of any per- 
son ; but there needa one word only to make 
him change^ or to provoke him: This is the 
strongest proof of the depravity of the human 
h^art. 

We should be obliged to see nobody, were 
we to shut our doors against all who have been 
ill spoken of. We ought to be very careful to 
avoid judging rashly. It is shameful to pass 
sentence against our brother, when we have no 
sufficient proofs to accuse him« 

Prejudice ruins a number of the Great, and 
especially Devotees, who think they ought pi- 
ously to give credit to all the evil which is spo- 
ken of their neighbour. They pretend to be 
ignorant that God hath expressly commanded 
us not to judge, lest we be judged ^ and that it 



IS 
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i% less crimiiial in his eyes , th eominit faults 
which we repent of, than to accose our bre- 
thren rashly. 

The first rule of Christian charity^ is to be- 
lieve no ill^ if we baVe not seen it ; and to be 
silent, if we have seen it. 

Besides^ if he whom they would prerent yon 
from Seeing, seeks the society of good people^ 
it is a proof that he is ndt such a libertine as 
they pretend^ 6i that he is inclined to reform. 
Perhaps his salvation depends uppn th^ good 
example yon will set hitn ; therefore I would not 
have jou reject him. 

Charity does not judge like the world ; be- 
cautse the world almost nerer fails to judge 
amiss. 

I 

I am, &c. 
ConVinx of tlie Holt ArosTLBt. 



LETTER 
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LETTER C, 

TO THE ABBB L***. 

9lNCfi yod cbnsalt me upon the .Discourse 
which I lately heard, I must tell you with my 
usujil freedom^ that I fouiid some excellent 
things in it, but did not like that affectation by 
which it was enerfaled. It looks like a work 
that had been made and painted at a lady's 
toilette. For the future, let your heart speak 
when you mount the pulpit, and ^ou will speak 
well. Fancy should be employed only to make 
a border for the painting, but you have made it 
the foundation of your discourse. 

A good orator should keep a medium bctweea 

. .• . ' . . . . • . 

the Italian and French ; that is to say, betweeii 
a giant and a dwarf. 

Do notletyourself be spoiled b^ the mapners 
of the age^ or you will never be able to get 
rid. of that affected eloquence which, tortures 
both words and thoughts. It is of importance 
to a young man of abilities to receive such ad- 
vice , 
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vice, and above all to follow it ; and I depend 
upon your modesty for taking it in good part. 
I am with all possible desire of seeing yon a 
perfect orator, 

,Sir, your's, &e» 

Rome, lOth of tlw Month. 



LETTER CL 

TO PRINCE SAN-SEVERO. 

JL AM dway« in admiration at your new dis- 
coveries. By what you have crieated, you have 
produced a second world from the first. This 
will distract our antiquaries^ who persuade 
themselves that there is nothing excellent or 
engaging which is not very old. 

It is undoubtedly very proper that we should 
value antiquity; but I think we should hot 
make ourselves such slaves to it, as' to exalt 
beyond measure a thing which is despicable in 
itself, only because it was dug out of Adrian^s 
garden. 

The 






The aticients bad things for common use as 
well as we ; and if they are to be valued merely 
because of their antiquity^ the earth in ibis 
quality deserves our first homage, for surely its 
antiquity is not to be questioned. 

I neither love enthusiasm nor iosensibiiity : 
tbose only who keep the middle between these 
two extremes; can either see or judge rightly. 
Tbe cold indifference of the insensible^ takes 
away all taste and curiosity; and we ought 
to be possessed of either the one or . tbe 
other, to examine and entitle os to prOi^ 
nounce. 

Faacy^ when not regulated, is tnuch more 
dangerous than indifference. It dazzles the 
eye, and clouds tbe understc^nding. Even phi-' 
losophy, of whom this sportive deity should 
have no hold, daily feels the too faial impress 
sion. Sophistry, paradoxes, captious rea9on- 
ings, compose tbe train of our modern phihoso- 
phersj and have no other origin than fancy. 
She takes wing as whim happens to lead, wilhi 
out having tbe least respect either for truth or 
experience. 

Your 
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Your Excellency certainly knows this kind 
of writings as you have ffoqaeivt opportinii^ 
ties of reading the productions of the times. 
England^ which on • account of its phlegm 
we should imagine had less fancy than qther 
iiation8> has often published the most extra- 
vagant ideas. ^ Its philosophers have beea 
still more distrsK^ted than oursy because they 
mast have made greater efforts to surmount 
their natural character of reserve and tacitur- 
nity. Their imagination is Hke the coal which 
flames, and whose vapour disturbs the brain. 

It is said^ with reason, that the imagination 
is the mother of dreams^ and even produces 
move than the night; but these are the more 
dangerous^ as in giving way to thepi> we do not^ 
think we dream, while the morning is <snre to 
undeceive us as to the illusions of the night. 

I am always afraid of your chemical experi- 
ments hurting your health, for sometimes rery 
terrible accidents happen from them. But when 
new experiments In physics are to be made, a 
man runs into them without any dread of the 
consequences, like an officer hurried on by his 

valour 
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valour^ who throws himself at ail hasanls into 
the midst of the £re« 

. I have the honour to be. 

With respect and attachment^ kc. ? 

RoMSj lath Jamiaryy 1757. 



LETTER CIL 

TO A PREtATB. 

My Lord. 

\j NITE yourself with me, tbat we may re- 
venge the memory of Sixtus Quintus. I was 
niov^d to a degree of warmth yesterday in sup- 
porting him against some who called him a' 
cruel Pope, a Pontiff unworthy of reigning. 
It is astoilishitighow this character which has 
been bestowed upon him is supported, and what 
footing it has obtained in the world. 

Is it reasonable to j.udge so great a man, 
without once reflecting on the times 'in which - 
he lived, Mrhen Italy swarmed with robbers ; 

when 



72 e ANG AN BLU's hBTJJLMB. 



^ 

when Rome was less secure tl>aii a forest, and 
modest women were insuite.d in her streets «t 
mid-day? 

The severity of Sixtus Quintus, who is im- 
properly called CrwU would in sach circam- 
•lances be at least as pleasing in the sight of 
God, as the piety of Pius V. 

We^have seen that tbousands of men have 
been assassinated under the reign of some Popes, 
withoQt the mnrderers been brought to punish- 
loent: then was the time whenat might have 
been said with propriety, that the Popes were 
cruel ; but when Sixtus Quintus put to death 
only about fifty robbers, to save the lives of his 
subjects, to re-establish morals in ihe midst of 
the cities, and security in the heart of the conn- 
tiy, at a time when there was neither law, nor 
order^ nor re^itraint; this was an act of justice 
and zeal, useful to the public, and therefore 
agreeable to God. . / 

I confess to you, that I am grieved whea I see 
great men's characters become the fable of igno- 
rant and prejudiced writers. Eyen posterity, 
which is said to be an impartial judge, has more 
than once been misled by the reflections of an 

aHful 
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artful Historian^ who seats himself upon the 
bench without' authoriljfr, Md pronounces ac« 
cording to his prejudices. . 

It is in vaiatoeiy ^ut'CiiutQiij ^«—^be impress 
sion has been made, — ^the book has been read, 
and the multitude judge only from the first #(• 
ccmnt. Thus Gregori^ Lett has -rcBdeied 4lhe 
cbaracfer of Sixtus Quititus hatefol all over^he 
worid^ tfistead of representing him «s a Sof^ 
reign who was obliged to ifi:i^mi^e flit peepie, 
atid restrain them Vj the imost strHcing examples 
of severity. 

Nothing i^ so dreadful for a country as tod 
mild a government. Crimes make a thousand 
times more victims than well-timed puniriiments. 
The Old Testament is full of examples of jus« 
lice and terror; and they were commanded 1)y 
God himself, who surely cannot be accused of 
cmetty. 

I will certainly wait upon you the first mo- 
ment in my power ; you may depend upon it^ 
as upon the affection with which I shall be all 
my life, &c. 

COVVMIT of 6lC iIOI*T APOfiTLEii 
S ApffH, 49SI7* 

v«. a. E LETTER 
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LETTER cm. 

f 

. . f O A YOUHO MONK.. 

4 ' 

My dear Friend. 

T. . . ' • 

HE advice you «sk. about your .roapner of 

gtu^ying^ ought to be suited to your disposition 
.and talenta. If vivacity is, your prevailing 
t^mperft it may be moderated by reading works 
of little, imagination; button the conti^-ary, if 
you find your thoughts languid, you should en- 
liven yourself by reading books written wilh 
spirit. 

Do not burden your memory with ^ates and 
facts^ before you have arranged your ideas^ and 
acquired ajustness in reasoning. You should 
accustom yourself to think methodically, and 
to dispel^ as much as possible^ the chimeras that 
may start up in your brain; 

He who thinks only vaguely^ is fit for nothings 
because nothing can be found capable of fixing 
him. 

The foundation of your studies ought tq.be 
the knowledge of God and yourself. By phi- 
losophizing 



OANaANBLLl'ti t«TTI£B3. 75 



«Be«v^B«MMW««MM«MWiai«M«MiMMM«iV«V»«n 



losopbiziDg upoo your naturei you will acknow- 
It^dge an existence, to whom you owe your 
creation ; and by reflecting on the strayings of 
the imraginatron, and the wanderings of the 
hearty you will become sensible of the neces- 
sity of a Revelation, which hath revived .the 
la\f of nature in a liiore lively and' effectual 
manner. , . 

Then will you give yourself up without re- 
serve tO that science, which from Reason, and 
authority introduces us into the. sanctuary of 
Religion ; and Uiere you will attain a knowledge 
of llnit heavenly ddciriue revealed in the Scrip- 
tures, and interpreted by the Councils and Fa* 
tbers'of the Church. 

Rending then will render true eloquence fa* 
miliar to jou, and you should take them early 
for models^ so as to succeed afterwards in your 
mannier of writing qy preacbipg. 

You will take the opportunity, when there are 
intei'vais in your exertise's, to cast your eye on 
the finest fragments of the Orators and Poets, 
as St. Jerome did ; that is to say, not as a man 
who made them his study, but as one vfho ex- 
tracted from thenf the best pa^siages, in order 

E 3 to 
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to improve liid style, and to make them useful 
in the cause of Religion. 

The Historians will next lead you by the hand 
from agfe to age, and shew you the events and 
revolotions tehich have never ceased to em^oj 
and agitate the -world 1 this will give you a con* 
stant opportunity of acknowledging and ador- 
ing a Providence which directs all according to 
ifes designs. 

• You will see in almost every page of history, 
how emfHres and emperors have been instru*> 
irisents of justice or mercy in the hands of 
<3rod ; 4iow he exalted, and how he depressed 
tAiem ; how he t^reated^ and how he destroyed 
them, being himself always unchangeably the 
^ame.' 

Yon should read over again in the morning 
M'hat you read at night, so as to fix it in your 
memory ; and in order to prevent your becom*- 
ing a pedant, after a work of lively tmagiaa- 
' fion, never fail to take up some more solid and 
'phlegmatic composition. 

This will compose your thoughts, wbicH the 
-productions of an elevated mind are apt to fer- 
ifient^ and will restrain the genius, which othei^ 

wise 






Wise might W loo easily hurried oat of its pro* 
pes $pbete. 

Endeavour to procure the conversatioa of 
Icanied men as much as yoa possibly can. Hap- 
pily Providence has supplied yoii ; for io dmost 
aU our houses there are Monks who have sty* 
4ied to advantage. 

Bo not neglect the soqiely of old men : tbeic 
aaemories are furnished with many fadts whici) 
%faey witnessed^ and wbidi make them reposUo'* 
net well wdrth examining. Tbey resemble old ^ 
books, that contain e^celltent mailer^ dio^gh 
badly bounds dusty and wovm-eateii. 

Be aot too fend of any woik> antbor^ or sen* 
fcimeDt, for fear of becoming a party-man i but 
when yon prefer one writer to another, let It be 
became yon find him more solid and truly ok* 
cellent. 

You ought to guard with great caution against 
prepossession and prejudice ;. but unfortunately,, 
the more we study, the more we are liable to be 
lofeoted by them. ; . 

We become interested in an author who, has 
written well, and insensibly ite praise and ad^ 
iQire all his oproiotia^ though they are perhaps 

E3 very 
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verj often fantastical. Guard against tti is mis- 
fortune, and be always more the friend of t^iitb^ 
than of Plato or Scotus. 

Respect the sentiments of yonr order, that 
you noay hot disturb the established do<?lrines; 
yet I do not mean that you should be a slave t6 
them. You ought not to be jtnmoveable in 
any opihi<;>n but what relates to th6 faith, and 
has been rendered sacred by the concurrence of 
the whole church. F have' seen professors wild 
woDld rather, suiter -death, than abandon the 
principleis they Imbibed in the schools ? ' tnf 
conduct with regard to them has been, al^'a}'i 
to pity and avoid then). Do not apply to scho- 
lastic erudition iBrtber than is necessary to know 
the jargon of the scbools, and to confute the 
' sophists ; for, so for from being the essence of 
theology, it is only the bark. 

Avoid disputes, since nothing is cleared up 
by wranglings: but when opportunities offer, 
support truth and combat error with the iirms 
^Thich Jesus Christ and the Apostles ha Ve put 
into yonr hands, a<ld Which coilsi^t in mildness, 
persuasion and charity. Tl)^ mrnd is not to be 
taken by force, but.lo be gained by insinuation. 

Do 
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Do not fatigue your mental faculties, bjr giv- 
ing ujp to immoderate study. Sufficient tor tbe 
day is the labour thereof ;. and ^nl^ss in a case; 
of necessity, it is needless to anticipate tbe^ 
studies of the next, by pralonging your appli- 
cation in the night. . » 

The man who regulates bis time, and uni-^ 
formly devotes only a few hours to study, ad** 
vances much more than* he who heaps upmd« 
ment upon moment, and^ does not know when! 
to stop. They who are of this character; torn-/ 
Rionly end by becoming only thetit]e<^ages.of'. 
boo>ks^ or a library, tiimed upside down. 
, Without . being attentive to miiiute triflbi,. 
love order; so that you may leave off lillaoo* 
tber time,, when you no^ longer find ycmrsdf. 
inclined tq study*. The scholar .. sbouM not 
labour like the ox that is yoked to tbe,p)oiigb> 
nor like the mercenary who is paid by tbe day. 

It' is a bad custom to struggle continually 
against rest and sleep : that which is done 
against the grain, is never well done ; and. too 
earnest an application to any thing itigurea the 
health. 

E4 There 
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Thef^ Me days mod bout » when we bftTe no 
ditpoBilion iot appUeatton; atid tben it is 
afeUy to aitettpt ity uftless io a ease of ne^ 
ceMly; • 

• Tfaerc.is teareely j8tuj boob whieb doe9 hot' 
favour of painful composition in soane part of. 
it, because ibe ; aatbcNr has often written when 
he sh0itl€l' bave rested^ 

The great art in altidyifeg J» to know whea 
it ia proper to begin,, and when tor leate off; 
without wh^h the head beconefl heated^ the- 
spirfte ara either absorbed or exalted, so that 
we produce nodiii^ bil what ia either hngiiid. 
or flighty* Learn to make a prcper choice of 
boohs, that you may koow dnly what ii exoel- 
lem, and to make a good uae of it. Life is too 
short 1o waAe in superfluous studies ; and if we 
do sol m«ke haste to learn, we shall find om^ 
selves* old without knowing any thmg. 

Above aU things, pray to God to enlighten 
your mind ; for there is no knowledge without 
bis afliittance i and we are in utter darkness, if 
we do not follow the light which he hath re^ 
vealed to us. 

J)read 



Dread becoming learned solely to gain a r^ 
putalion; for betides that koovkdge pufielh 
up^aad charity ediSeth, a commttDity becomes 
disgiuited wiib those who make a parade of tbeir 
learning. 

Let events have tbeir <^6arsey atidlet yo«v 
mwit procure your advaocemei^t* If employ* 
stents do not come to seek yoa> be cootent with 
the lowest, and take my word -ior it^ that ia 
the best. 

I never was more satisfied after the Gbapters 
were oyer, than to find myself witbofit any 
other dignity than tlie bonoor of existing : I 
ttien applauded .myself for having refqsed all 
tbat they would have :given oie, and baviog 
only myself to govern. 

The advantage of loving study, and convene 
ing with the dead, is a thousand times greatec^ 
than the frivolous glory of command^ag the 
living. The most agreeable command is tbat<^f 
keeping our senses and passions in order, and 
of procuring to the soul the sovereignty wbich 
is due to it. 

The inan who has acquired a habit of appli- 
cation is ^ stranger to the spleen ; he believes 

E5 himself 
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himself lobe «tiU young, vfiten he is become 
old ; the biistle of the cloister, Iik« the embar- 
rassments of the world, is always far from him. 

I advise you then, my dear friend, n^i only 
for the good of Religion, not ody for. the ere* 
jdit of oar Order, but still more for your own 
sake, to acquire. il)is Iiabit. With a book, a 
pen, and your thoughts, you will find yourself 
ha|>py, wherever you are. Man has a. certaiq 
' asylum in his mind as well as in his beari^ whei> 
he knows how to retire within himiself. 

I am sensible of the singi|lar confidence you 
place in me'; and the more, so; as you.shoulcf 
have applied to the Fathers Colombini, Mar-r 
soiii «Cid Martinelli, in preference to me. They 
tote men whose extensive knowledge and ablli-^ 
» ties enable them to give you exoeUent advice* 
Adieu ! Believe me to be your good friend and 
servant . •. . 

ROHB, 7tli Jane, 1757* 
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LETTER civ; 

; : t ■ 

TO It. P'^**,-A MONK OF TWB CON^BSOA* 

TION OF fiOMASQl^ES. i 

\ 

My MOST Reverend Father, 

T. . . • • • I 

I - . 

H£ loss which the Church has sustained in 

the person of Qenediet XI¥» is^the n(ore aflTect- * 

ing to me, as I always fomid him an excellent"* 

Proteotort I returned to Rome, in* the year ' 

1940, which was the first of his PonliAcate^ and 

front that tim^ he neyer ceased to honour nie' 

with his kindness. If yon will make bis funerar^ 

oration^ you have an excellent subject* ¥ou 

certMulywill not forget that be studied among' 

ycMi in the Glemeiitine College^ and that there- 

he was initiated into that sublime aad exten-' 

sive knowledge^ which made him one of the* 

great Doctors of the Churchy and will olie day 

rank him with. the Fathers Bernard and.Bona-^ 

venture. 

Take care^ in^ tbis funeral oration^ that your 

style rise with the subject^ and that the iDagna-* 

E 6 nimity 
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nimity whicb characterized 'y^nr hero be ex- 
pressed with digaity. 

Endeavour to be the hUtprian. as well as the 
orator, but so as to admit of nothing dry or 
laogi^ : in your recital ; for the atteotim of 
the public should be constantly kept up hy 
some great strokes worihy of the majesty of the 
pulpit, and the sublimity of Lambertiui. 

You will in mn summon all the figiutes of 
rkftoric iD 3rp«jp>aisial«iice> if ihey do not pre^ 
s^t th^fflfl^l ves . pf their owtk aeeord. Ekh 
qWP€e 40 ooly^ auceessf ul when it flows Aeely 
fism ite Hmupo«# &Qd rises from the greatness of 
tiiQ ^abject : foroed panegyric is net panegyrici 
but amplifitaliott. 

. Ffiom the ashes of Benedict XIV. let Ttrtue 
sfunog forth, and aeise upon the mittds of your 
auditors^ dial ihey may be transforaaed into 
him> and ftbeis souk be filled iritk aothiag but' 
the idea of him. 

Xet these he no trifling detail^ no affeeied 
pbraseSy no bomlMsat expsessiooi. Miqgle the: 
sublime as much as possible with the tempefale/ 
f^so as tft jforflA agreeafak shadings^ whick will 
adorat your dtaoDorae. Be attSBtive to diuse a 

text 
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text which will b«|is>i|jr a»Douooe. the w^l^' 
plan of your gratioQ^ and perfectly <^baMftUiiiw 
your l?era.. Th^ division i$ tfaetoiicbiUiAe^ of 
the panegyritt^ and bis 4isco«4e caiiiiol Wn 
excellentp. if that diTiBion >Im opi hapi^lf 
chfsen. 

Scatter n^oral reflectiooa with diserelieiiy ihaK 
tbey may appear to come aaturally ;. thai h may 
h^ said^ they could iiot.be more happily iotw^r 
duced ; that ther€ was their .proper place* 

^un all common-place ;-^aiid iii< such $f 
maimer^ that all may see Lambertiiii witbOat 
perbeiviog'the orator. Praise with delkaey 
and with moderation^' and let your praises^ sear 
to Heaven^ and remoaot towards God.. 

.If your do not afliget the soul by happy sur«> 
prises and grand images, yonr work will ^aiy 
be a work of good sense,- and yon will have 
made a simple epitaph) instead of ere^iiig a 
mausoleum. 

s 

Speak chiefly to the heart, fiUiikg k with 
those awfiri truths which detach us flooi' the 
thongbts of this life, and make yoiK; audttori 
descend into the tomb of the Holy Father. 

Pass 
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PaiA slightly over the infant days of your 
hetb, for all men are nearly the same till their 
i^sensbegin to shine forth. Let your periods . 
be neither too long nor too short ;-«-there can 
be no strength ia a disjoiated discourse. * 

Let your exordium be pompous without bom-' 
bast^ and your first sentence announce some* 
thing truly great. I compare the opening of a 
funeral oration to the portico of a temple; 
and I suppose the edifice to be beautifal, if I 
#nd that majestic; 

In the most forcible language shew death 
6viNrturning thrones^ breaking sceptres^ blast- 
ing crowns^ and. treading the Tiara under his 
feet : place the genius of Benedict upon the 
mtnsy tfs having nothing to dread from the de- 
stroying hand of Time^ and defying Death to 
tarnish his glory, or blot out his name. 

Particularise' his virtues, and analy^ his 
writings; and every where shew the subli- 
mity of ' his soul, which -would have asto- 
nished Pagan Rome^ as it has edified Cbtisfiai^ 
Rome, and attracted the admiration of the' 
universe. ^ < 

Ifl 
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In a ' word/thrtifoder add :li^ten>;b«t2 fOftimge 
the clouds ' 80 that the Hgbt nwjjr flbi^b' wUb 
greater spleiidoinr^ aoid form, th'<d most strtkidg 
^ontrastir. > ■• .' '' i >' : .' « : 

My itnagination kfndle>[ intor flame when I 
^bink of no great a Pope as Benedict; ;->-lbat 
Pontiff^ regfetted even by .the Protestobt^; aiH) 
IV hose picture could ^be drawn Only bya Mid^ael 
Abgelo alond.' 

If I' ha-re enlarged upon tbis^ ailtide it is 
because I know that yon can easilry calch ,Utfl 
spirit of what I reQotnmedd to you, A funeral 
oration . is only ejccellent as , it happens to be 
picturesque' ; . and streiigtb ? and truth , zni?st 
^uide the pencil; . > ^ 

The generality of elogies descend into the 
totikh with tbose they praise^ because theirVis^ 
only the eloquence of a day> and the produc- 
tion of fancy, whose lustre is but counterfeit. 

It would distract me to; see l4ambertini. cele- 
brated by an orator who is only elegant : every 
one should be served according to his taste, >suid 
Lambertini's was always unerring, always good. 

Engage in it, my dearest friend :— I will juost 
gladly see what you throw out upon paper, 

being 
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being^ eonvtnceil that it wilt bare fire to con- 
stttne whatever is ^unwottby of such an tiogy* 
I ja4ge from the prodactioas yoo have already 
shewn me^ and in which I have observed* the 
greatett beauties. It 19 ttlne that Italy should 
ibrget its. coitofl^i, ind assaaie the masctfUlnd 
and sobHase tone of tnie eloqueaoe^ * 

1 endeavour by.itey advioe to form some 
young orators^ who take the trouble, to consak 
me^ and I strive as iiiacb as ^possible to digust 
them at those inoongraities in our dtscoBiaet^ 
which so frequently place the burlesqae by the 
sMe of the subKme^ Strangeirs startle^ and vnih 
reason^ at so monstmos an alliance. ^ The Freach 
especially are unacquainted with this uonatavi^ 
medley : their discourses are often superficial, 
having much less substance than surface; bul? 
at least they commonly preserve an equality of 
style. Nothing can be bo shocking as to moofl^ 
above the clouds, to come afterwards tumbling 
aukwardly doivn. 

My compliments to our litde Father, ni^ 
tro*«dd have done wonders, if it had not beefr ^ 
his deplorable- state of health. 

' R0H% loth. May^9 1758. 

LETTER 
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LBTTEK CV. 

TO TBJB ABBB LAMI. 

/ . . ... . ' 

i^O dcmbt^ my. dear Abb£» ypur papers ve 
about to ' annfusce the death of our Hofy Fa-, 
titer. He was a leaded man» wbo has a clain. 
^pod all the periodical publicationt, and lo 
whoui all their writers owe the highest enco- 
xniums. 

He .preserved his eheariCttlness to the last.-«» 
A few days before his death, when speaking of 
a Theatin* whose claim, to be placed io the; 
raak of the Saints was under examinatiqni he 
said» Gttai Servant of Gad heal iMi^-nu you da 
by Me, / will do by you ; - if you 0itaiu> ik$ 
recovery of my health J will eoMnisc you. 

The analysis of bis werks will rec^uire such, 
an abridger as you : it would be right to give, 
extractsi that they may pass into the bauds of 
those who have not time to read mucb, or wba 
cannot purchase them in the great« 

Particularly 

^ One of the Ord^ of Tbeatinet. 
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Particularly, his book on the Canoninatien of 
Saints should be universally known. Besides 
that he speaks as a physician, a natural phi^ 
loaopber, a civilian, a canonist and theologian^ 
be there treats cii a subject not commoDly 
known » 

The public iiiiatgine, that it is sufficient ta 
send money to Rome, to obtain canonisation ; 
while it is notorious that the Pope gets no part 
of it, land that eveiry possible means is tdken 
td guard against deception on a subject of such 
importance. 

This is so true,* that Benedict XIV. whose 
df^th we, bewail, being Protector of the Faiffa; 
begged of two well-informed Englishmen, 
who wjere diverting themselves upon the sub- 
ject of canonisations, to endeavdur to shake oft 
all prejudice, and to^ read with the greatest at- 
tention the verbal process which concerned the 
CMtse of a Senratit of God, who was put on the 
Kst of candidates for canonisation. 

They consented ; and after having read for 

« 

several days with the most criticising spirit 

the proofs and testimonies which ascertained 

sanctity, and all the means which had been 

employed 






eii<ptoyj»)jQ iCQinett the- famh,' tbcy ipid my 
Lord Lambertim^ that if the same prec^tttkms^ 
tbor siiime cacamin^ti«iis, and Uye 'Saoie tjeve* 
rkj'. were .ns^d^iyuh. regard U> ajl ^hose l^M 
were GfinQtii9edj there was b<» doubt bi^i the 
matter wa9 pushed epMtojkfnomirationi €9^ 
to evitbmet. ^. .•':'■: s . ; 

My . lx>rdc LainberUm replifid: : fVeU, G#ii-i 
tltmen, notwithstanding wh^t: 'jfou think, tk^ 
Congrfgiitian fijects thttp prgofs m inp^mmt ; 
and the cau$f lof the MfWflj p<r<^ •« q^f^if^ 
remains undttirnmedf . -/ . 7 . i 

- Notfain^ CM : express , their a&tonUhmeif t ; 
and they left Rame perfectly convinc^d> th^ 
we •''(Ip. Qot ' caoonise rashly, and that there 
areno^means eas|y- or difficult left unej^^Ioyp(| 
to come at the truth. The bealificatten'rof 1^ 
Saint is a. cause eften argueJ for ^, whole 
*8^>.and. he who is vulgarly called rJvQCut 
da Diable (the Devil's CounscHor) never fails 
to collect all ,the testimooies ;. which can 
be found to ,the disadvaqt^e ,Qf the. Serr 
van^ of God, and to urge the strong^eat 
proofs and most powerful objectious to. luva^ 

lidate 



JKfcte Ms saficti«j> itnd leiteft the merit of kis 
acfkyiM* 

' There fife t&any reputed Sai»eg who^ will 
frever' be cftBonisedy , bec&use there at6 not sirfU 
ficient prooft in their favour, it h not snffi*- 
(Hieflt that their yirtue has been tmsttiiinerfy er 
eren shimng ; it must have been heroiea)^ and 
p^irseverecf in till (|eath«-«ii!i groAiO hePM^ (in 
fh^ highest degree.) 

Besides thisy the teistiraeny af wiraeka it re-- 
^ired; thMgh uidbeli^vvrs say, Ibat every 
thing whieh is called a miriM^le n tbb priMlttee 
^Pa trenhled mind^ or the firait of 8uper«ttlk>n ; 
as if God Almighty contd be chained down by 
his own laws, without hating the power to sb^ 
|>end the execution of them { in which case he 
woutd be less poweriFul than ihe most petty 
monarch. But what truths will they not deny^ 
when they are blinded by the corruption of the 
heart and mind ? 

God Almighty frequently makes manifest 
the sanctity of bis servants by healing diseases; 
and if those miracles which are wrought after 
iheir death last only for a time, and do not 

continue 



«Airc4mLi.i's LBTTsms^ At 



contiiiQe for ever, it is because the Seity 
di^hjs bimadf but seUooDj and oDly to shew 
that his power is always Uie same* and thai he 
ean glorify bis Saints when it seemeth good 
cDto htnu 

Ovr Condave is in labovr ; and according to 

ciKtODy we cannot know till tlM^Mt momwit 

« 

w1k> is to be the aew Pontiff. .Conjeclmie^ w|h 
gers and pasqaiaades fill the whole tclwn it 
present ; — this is an^d custoai^ which wiU mft 
soon be left €& 

M for ny part^ doring theconfasion^ I. Mi. 
in Borne as if I was not in Robw, wishing oaI^ 
<if it were possiUk) that Lambertini were le- 
placed, and never quitting my cell exoept for 
business or relaxation. It is there that I 'enjoy 
my books and 0iy«elf^ and regale on the refleo- 
tions of ^my de^r Abb6 Lami, to whom I a«g^iftn 
uncbamgeable^ and most haniblei &c« 

Rome, 9th M«y> 1758. 
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LETTER CVI. 



TO THB SAMB. 



l^B ha^ve at last got foi^ the Head of the 
-Church 'CardiDal Rezzonicb, Bishop of Padoa; 
%bo his taken the naiiie of Clemen t,' and will 
iedifythe Romans by his piety. It was. much 
against his inclination^ and after shedding 
anany tears, that he: could (be prevailed oa to 
accept it. What a chai^ for him who would 
^fnlfrl the duties! He flaust dedicate himself to 
QoAf to all the world, and to himself; be must 
be solely employed iii these great obligations, 
-and have only HeaVen in view, amidst' the 
^thtagsof this ^Mrld. His dignity is the ttof^ 
formidable; as he succe^sds Benedict XIV. and 
it will be difficult to appear to advantage after 
bim. 

Clement XIH. continues Cardinal Arcbinto 
Secretary of State. There could be no better 
method of being well with crowned beads, and 
of making his Pontificate illustrious. He who 

reigns? 
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reignsy must either .chuse an excellent Mi^ 
nister, 6r do all Umself. Benedict XIII. tir^s 
the mtit unhappy of men ^ from having placed 
Jua- 'confidence in Cardinal Cosicia; and 'Bene- 
dict XIV. the most happy,'by haying Cardinal 
Valenti for his Minister. 

It is essential for a Sovereign^ bat mdr^ par- 
ticularly the Pope>''to have good 'people about 
him. The understanding of the most clear- 
sighted prince is abused, vrfaen he allows him- 
self to-be dazzled. Then copper h gold in bis 
eyes ; and be the consequence what'it wiH^^fce 
supports those men he has once patronis^. 

> J)iscernraent is another quality net lesis n[e- 
cessary to princes^ There is n6 alteniptihgHb 
impose upon a monarch who is known to be 
^penetrating ; while he who suffers himself to be 
led .will most certainly be deceived. There a^e 
sovereigns who have done much more hurt by 
inactivity, and weakness, than by wickedness. 
Men grow weary of doing crying acts of injus- 
, lice ; but are never tired of insensibility and 
blindness/ 

The moJe a prince is w^ak, the more he is 

inclined to oe despotic ; because authority never 

' destroying 




daitnojing itaelf, is laid bold off by tbe Miniy- 
ten, amdthey beeome tyn^nDical. 

AiK>tber qanlity which I look upon as essen* 
iial to good govenvoient, is to put every one in 
his right place* Tbe mortal world is directed 
like a game at chess, where every thiiig gors 
on i% mietj according to its lank ; 4f we place 
one pava in the room of another, tbe whole is 
. immediately in.coofnsion. 

Ji jovcreign is aot only tbe image of God hy 
tbe evasaeace of his rank.; he ought to be moce 
so by his understaading* Daivid, although he 
was bat a shepherd, bad a saperior understand- 
lag vbi^ directed him^ aad which he displayed 
ifae moment he began to reign « 

A priace who is only good, is no more tbaa 
what every man ought to h^ ; a prince who is 
only severe^ has not that Jove fotr his subjects 
wbkh' he iuight to have. 

!Alas ! bow exci^Uently we ajtoms speak of the 
duties of royalty ! And yet if wf: were clothed 
;witb that dignity^ we should not know how ^o 
behave ourselves. There is a great difieneiice 
between speakiag and reigning. 'Nothing re- 
sists us when our imagination takes .wiag» ^r 

when 
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vrhen we allow our pen to run ; b<at when we , 
see ourselves oppressed with bustnessj sur- 
rounded with danger^, beset with false friendS) 
loaded with debts^ and chained down to th^ 
performance of the most indispensible dotieis^ 
we lose oar courage ; we dare not undertake 
any things and by a lajsiness natural to all tnen^ 
trust the car^s of governing to a subaltorn, and 
only employ ourselves in the pleasures o^ en*^ 
joying and commanding. 

One thing is certain, the- art of goverfling h 
attended with the greatest difSculties. If a 
Monarch wears an hereditary erownj he has a 
general idea of the greatness of his kingdom, 
without being able to enter into the minuita ot 
busiqeas, and is easily deceived. If^ on the 
contrarVi he comes to an elective crown, he 
takes on him a sovereignty' to wl^ich lie has not 
served an apprenticeship, and appears equally 
embarrassed in the midst of his honours, and 
ia the centre of his business. 

He who is placed upon a tlvrone in the ie^ 

clinebf life, is fit onl}' to be a representative. 

He dares not undertake any thing ; be is timid, 

and luke-warm in every thing, especially if he 

. VOL, iU T knows 
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knows not who is to be his successor. This is 
the situatioii of the Popes, if they are too old ; 
then they cannot attend to the affairs of Church 
and State. 

But the world will never be without abuses : 
if they are not in one place, they are in ano« 
ther^ because imperfections are the natural in- 
heritance of humanity. Only in ike holy City, 
said the great Augustine, will all be in order^ 
in peace, and in charity ; for there shall be the 
kingddm of God. 

I shall go and congratulate the new Pontiff^ 
not as a Monk who wants to set himself for« 
ward| but in quality of Counsellor of the Holy 
Office. He does not know me, and I shall not 
put myself to the, trouble of making myself 
known. I love to remain covered with the dust 
oi my cloister,, and I do not think myselfiu the 
letfst disiionoured. 
* Adieu ! Preserve to us always the good taste 
of the Medici, and your memory will belong 
preserved) although you should make it no ob- 
ject of your care* I am, &c. 

RQMB,Jii]yS, l75S* 
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- XETTER evil. 

to a prelate. ' 

My Lobd^ ^ 

T* '■ - 

HE very eminent diguity to which I have ^ 

been rabed by the Sovereign Pontiff^ has hum- 
bled me as much ^s it woqld have elated others. 

• * ■ * 

1. thought 1 was to have quitted Rome, by the 
nuinner in which they announced to me this 
very extraordinary event, and I have not yet 
recoverejl the surprise. 

It ia a reward conferred in my person on the 
order of St. Francis; of which I have tbeho-^ 
pour to be a-member^ and I assume notbiDg.of 
ii to myself* My name is only lent on the oc« 
casipn ; for the more I reflect, the more I see^ 
that I had neither on the side of birth, nor on 
the side of merit, directly nor indirectly, any. 
claim to the Cardinalship. . . 

If any thing can console me in the midst of 
the trouble. with which I am agitated, it is. to 
see myself associated with those illustrious per- 
sonages wbq compose the sacred college, and 

F2 wUo?<r 
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whose sAoes J am not worthy to untie. I ima^ 
gine to myself, that I shall acquire virtues by 
acommunication with theirs; and that by con- 
irersing with them» I sh^U become their copy ;^ 
we imperceptibly model ourselves by those whose 
company we frequent. T have declared to my 
dear brethren, that I shall never b,e Cardinal 
to them, but they will always find me their 
brother Laurenca Ganganelli : especially as I 
owe to them what I am, and as the habit of St. 
Francis has procured me the the honour of the 
Purple. 

You know nie sufficiently to be convinced 
that I am not dazzled by it. The soul takes no 
colour, and it is by the soul alone that we caa 
have any value in the sight of God. The Lord^ 
by making us after his own image, and in his 
Ukeness, has given us more than all the digni- 
ties of thi« world can possibly confer. It is 
from that view alone I can ever look upon my- 
self as great. The purple, all dazzling as it is, 
was not made for my eyes, happily accustomed 
to look only towards eternity. That view won- 
derfu41y diminisbetU worldly grandeur ; neither 
Eminency nor Highness can be conjudered.as 

any 
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any thing in the computation of an immof Ud 
life, where nothing appears great but God 
alone. 

I look upon dignities only as so maoy OKH'e 
iiyMables in an epitaph^ and from whence no 
Mibject for vanity can be extracted ; since he 
who is interred is beneath even the inscriptionB 
which are read upon bis tomb. 

yVWl my asbe» have any more feeling by 
Ikeing qii*lified with the <title of Emtneacy > 
Or shall I fare better in eternity, when upoft 
earth some feeble voice thai I' proncutioe, or 
eotde pertshable pea riiall write> Cmrdinml 
Canganelli, 

New dignities are always a new burden ; and 
ikiore especially the Cardinalate, which imposes 
a mvltitude of obligations. There are as many 
duties to diiftcharge, as there are occasions which 
require our speaking, without having any re- 
spect to aught in^ this world. 

I shall arrange matters so as to be as little 
affected as possible with thta stratige metamor- 
phosis. 1 shall, as usual, remain at the Con- 
vent of the Holy Apostles with my deaf bre- 
thteti, whei» I bave ahraj's tenderly loved^ and 

F 5 whos 
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\vhoie conversation I regard as an inestimable 
blessing. 

If I quit my beloved cell, where I was bap- 
pier than all the kings npon earth, it is' because 
I must have aiore room to receive those who 
come to favour me with their visits: but I shall 
often say to it, Mai/ my tongue cleave to the roof 
of my mouthy if ever I forget' you! I shall 
frequently go and revisit it, and recc^tedt 
bow many, very many days passed there like • 
dream. ^ 

Thus I shall make tio change in my way of 
life, and the dear brother Francis shall be to 
me in place of a whole, household ; be is strong, 
he is vigilant, he is zealous, and he willsupply 
all wants. My person is of no greater extent, 
nor has it grown an atom since my appoint- 
ment to the Cardinalate, and therefore I do not 
see that more hands are necessary to serve tne. 

1 walked so well on foot! But \<' hat comforts 
ihe is, that I shall still continue to walk on f6ot. 
I shall allow myself to be dragged in a carriage 
only when cetemonihl requires it; and I shall 
become Brother CanganeHi again as often as I 
possibly can. We do not care to qait a way of 

lifu 
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life we have been accastomed to> especially 
after having TiTed fifty -four years in it without 
.any trouble, and in perfect freedom. . « 

.. I flatter myself that you will come and see» 
. not the Cardinal, but Brother Ganganelli. The 
.first wUl never be at home to you; bat (he se- 
<;Qn<l shall always be found to repeat to you^ 
;tbat whatever station I am in^ I shall always be 
yxMir friend and servfint. 

■ AeilB, M OctoboPj 1799. ' 



LETTER CVtiI. 

TO A CONVBNTllAL MOtf X. 

Mt OLD Friend and Bbotrbb^ 

I- . -- • • 

Have not yet reqeived the packet you sent 

me^ but [ can be patient, though I aja natu- 
rally very impatient. Our life is nothing but 
a succession of coniradip^ions and crossings' 
which w<^ must .he able to bear, if we would nei- 
ther disturb our rest, nor hurt our health, 

F 4 P. Georgi, 
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P. Georg!| always an honour to tbe Angus- 
liaesj alwaj^s beloved by those who knaw biin^ 
ha^ not seen the person you spoke of to me , 
she f^assed through ibis place too quickly for 
Mm to obtain that satisfaction.. She saw M, 
Tissol^ Procureiir-General of the Congregation 
of the Prie^ of the Mission^ whom I infinitely 
esteem j because be has great personal merit; 
because be is a member of a body who preach 
to the poor with the greatest siiccess i and lasMj^ 
because he, is a Frenchman. 

I must tell you^ that J hfive had a very sin* 
gular combat with myself since my promotion. 
Cardinal Ganganelli rej^roaches Brother Gan- 
gauelli for his too great plainness ; and not- 
withstanding all tl\e respect which is due to tbe 
Purple, the Brother has carried it against tbe 
Cardinal. I love to live as i always have lived 
— poor, retired, and much more with my Bre- 
thren, than with the Great. It is a matter of 
taste^ fori am very far from ascribing this mode 
of tliJnking to virtue. 

One thing is certain : I never can put on 
that cold distant manner^ as you would call it» 
with which persons in office commonly receive 

people 



-^^e^le^ g4 low eiktraclion wbo bftt^ ttlsiDiSM 
#itb Ihebt. It ift eodtigh ior fne^ if thej a«tA 
Cd&t me/or ^p^ak to m^, to become tbe eqmit 
of ifty Visitors. Is it possibld^ tbftt OM hushntk 
crteatttfe should affect hatightittess towards attO* 
tber, and that a Cbristiati should study bis tt^ 
presstons, bis geatttesj bi» proeeedifigjg; his 
letters^ ffom< tb« itead of apfTeafing too modest 
with bis htflthrth f Is ii posstble that Mf 6tt^ 
citn iiertts€f at) attsw^fr ia a man, becatne ht has 
- «o titles to produce ? If the lowest of wretcbii 
dotti mc th«r facrotff to tf nte to me, 1 ahrtrct 
htttt ht^^tty ; atrd I ftbotrM tbitik myne^ 
highly gtriKy, berth fti the sight of God atril 
Ain, If I wftr« to othit tha£ duty. ThA* 
b no dottl despicable in the c^es of rftHgioii 
mid bttfflraAity. Tbefer fs trothln^ do piclfol 
ih my eyc«> ds a great man governed tj 
pride, 

I (enlarge trj^ori tirb srrtiefe to l^t you know^ 
tllAt th^ pcr^n for trbom yon are interested 
DMy oionie whM^Hef he pleais^s^ aitd I ihAl bft 
««*reFy Kir. ttd t^U bb asr well r^(fehed bj^ 
^MiiDfti dorrinf^ whose politeness corresponds 
• ' * F5 with 
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wkh hk noble extractioD. If there is a fkult- 
ia being too affable, it is the' fault of the 
Cardinals. It i^ rare that jou find any 
haughtiness among them ; — happily^ there is 
not a ^stranger but^ does us the justice to de* 
clareit* 

You will very much oblige me, by telling 
Signor jintomioy mhen ytni see him^ that Cardi- 
nal Dataire will not forget his business. 

Take xare of your little share of healtb« by 
watching less, walking oftener^ and drinking 
lesa coffee* It ia the drink of the studious; 
bat it inflames the blood, ^and then head-achsy 
soie4broats, and pains in the breast, are felt- 
with more violence. Nevertheless, I am no 
lenemy ,to coflee ; nor do I think of -it liJke M. 
Thiarry, Physician to the Pretender^ who lives 
here, and is of opinion that this liquor is truly a 
poison; 

Your . grand nephew came to see me on 
Thursday : his spirits are as lively as his eyes. 
He tore one of my books while playing with 
it ; it is to be hoped, that he will learii to have 
more respect for them. He told me with 

great 
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great frankness, that he would be a Cardinal ! 
I love rery much to see the souls of children 
begin to unfold themselves : it is a blossom 
which begins to open, and gives the most 
pleasing hopes. He wanted to say bis Breviary 
with me. Alas ! hid innocence would, have 
been more agreeable in- the sight of Qod' than 
all' my prayers* I sent him home by my 
chamberlain ;. but absolutely could not prevail 
upon him to go till I had giten^ him a chap- 
let :«-*he told* me he would oome again to-nior«> 
Kow to have another. Such things are very 
agreeable in 'Sk child only five years old. I wish 
lo God he may one day resemble his father^ 
Adieu! I embrace yon in all the falnesaof my 
heart. 

K«ius» 8th of tbe T«ar, l7io 
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LETTER CIX. 



TO A PROTlSSTANTAirNISTtlt. 



Ia 



Jkl puc)i obliged to you^ my dear Sir^ for 
tbe interest you take in my health, I tbfknk 
Heaven it is very good, ai^d it would af>pear 
tf>sae still l)etter^ if I could employ it in liome- 
ibing more agreeable to you^ The pleasure o£ 
obliging ^bould b^ of all contoiUEiioos. 

i wiah with ail my $oul thtt I could cowince 
JQU^* that. I have all maiikiod ia my heart, that 
jtb^y are all dear to ine^ and that I ieapect 
■9«rit .wberevier it i» to be foand* If your ne?* 
phew comes to Rome, as you have taught me 
to expect, he will find me most zealous to 
testify to him the affectionate regard I have 
for you. 

My dear Sir, the Church of Rome is so per- 
fectly' convinced of the merit of the greatest 
part of the Ministers of the\Protestant Commu- 
nions, that she would congratulate herself for 
ever, if she could see them return to her bosom* 
There would be no occasion to rip up old quar- 
rels 



i 
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rels of times past, to renew thoe^ storms aod 
tempests^ when each party, ti-ansported bj pa»* 
sioB, forsook the patlis of Christiau inoderatiOD : 
Wfc the qaestkm would be, bow shall we be re^ 
united in tbe same belief, founded upon Scftp*- 
ture and tradition, 9»ch as is handed down to 
OS by the Apostles, tlie Councils, and tbo Fa* 
tbers ? Nobody laments more thsin I do, she itf- 
jiories that were done yen in the last age : ibt 
spirit of persecation is hateful in my eyes. 

What a multitude of people would not a 
bappy re-unioD gain ! If this could be effeeled^ 
i would be content Id die; for I would sacrtfiee 
a tboosand lives to be oil>ce witness of so hapfi»3^ 
an event. That laoiiteiit will eome, my deal 
tSir; because a time must necessarifty arriv^v wlK^fl 
there shall be but one and tbe ^me faitb< EvoA 
the Jews will enter iato the bosc^a of t)M 
charcb^ and is is in that firm persuasfO»; 
founded upon tbe Hofy Seriptaies, tbac tli«y 
are allowed the fall exercise of their reiigido vA 
tbe heart of Borne, : 

God knows, my whole doul i# Wtib yot^, ai^ 
there is nothing in the world I Would not un- 
dertake to prove to youtj aiid to all of yoa, how 

dare 
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dear you are to me. We regard the satoc God 
88 our Father^ we believe ia the same Mediator, 
we acknowledge the same doctrines ofthe .Tri- 
nity, the Incarnation and the Redemption, and 
both of us desire to go to Heaven* It is an 
estahiished doctrine, that there are not two ways 
thidier; that there should be a centre of upity 
upon earthi as well as a chief to represent Jesus 
Christ* The church would be truly deformed, 
unworthy of our homage afid fideUty, if it were 
only a body without a bead. 

The work of the Messiah is not like the work 
ofnuta. What he. 'hath established, ought to 
last for jever. He has not ceased one instant to 
svipport his church ; aud you are too enlightened, 
my dear Sir, to look upon the Albigenses as pil* 
lars o^Fthe truth to which you ought to cleave. 
J}o me the favour to tell all your brethren, all 
your flock, and all your friends, that Cardinal 
Gangauelli has nothing so much at heart as 
their happiness, both in this world and the next ; 
and that be wishes to know them all, that he may 
assure-them of it. I can addnotbiug, &c* 

. RoMB, 30th of dw Tew, 1761)^ 

LETTER 
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LETTER ex. 

I 

TaCOCKT •••• 

J. MUST acqaaint yoo, my dear - firieiicly id 
the solilude where yoti have been for Mxaie 
weeks, tbai Brother Gaoganelli, who atwayi 
tenderly lored you> is ."becom^e CardinaV and 
that hcf himself does not know how^ uor 
wherefore. t 

There -are events in the course of biunarf life 
for whi^Kwe cannot account ; they are brought 
about by circumstances, and ordained by Pro* 
vidence^ which is the origin of ail. 

Howerer it be, whether in purple or not 
in purple, I shall not be less your's than I 
ever was, but always happy to see and oblige 
you. , 

Sometimes I feel my pulse^ to know if I am 
really mjrself^ being truly astonished, that the 
lot which has elevated me to one of the highest 
dignities, did not rather fall upon some other 
of my brethren^ among whom there are a num« 
ber whom it would have perfectly suited. 

All 



114 GAi#i»A)iBi.Li^^ irr¥sit8. 

All the world says^ when speaking of the 
new Cardinal Ganganellij it is incredible that 
he should arrive at such a rank, without cabal 
or without intrigue ; nevertheless^ it is very 
true. 

•' O itty books ! O riry ceH f I know what 1 
llttve lefr, but 1 know ihot what I shall fincT.-^ 
Alas ! mftny troublesome people will come and 
ttUke me lose niy time ; many selfish soul^ will 
^y me dissembled homage f 

For you, my dear friend, persevere id virtue ; 
feemg truly virtuous is being superior to all dig* 
fiides : perseverance id onl}'^ promised to those 
who distrust tbemsefvesr, and avoid Cempta^ 
tions : whoever itf presumptuous ought to ex« 
pect a relapdet 

Wften I tfeink how the pubfic papers wilf 
dergtt to employ themiselved about me, and senct 
my name beyond the Alps, to acquaint dif^ 
ftrrent nations when I had the head-ach^ or 
#fren 1 was bfooded, I shaft smile with con-r 
fii^mpl. Dignities are snares which have Beeui 
made spleucfid, that people might' be catcbeJ 
by tliem. f^ewknow the troubles which attenc( 
grandeur; we are Ad longer our own masters; 
• ' and 
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and l^t t(^ act how we will» we are aure of 
haying eoemies. ! 

I.tbiiikJike St. Gregory of NazianBai wbo^ 
when the people ranged tliemselvet oe each 
side Jto see bim pass> thoagbt they imagined 
bioi to he ^ some QDcommoQ. animal. I own^ 
I cannot accustom myself to this usage : and 
if this be what is called grandeur, I will 
most willingly bid it adieu! I look upon all 
mankind as my brethren, and am delighted 
when the poor or wretched approach and speak 
to me. 

People will say that my manners are ple- 
beian ; but. I do. not dcead that reproach, for 
I am only afraid of pride. It is so insinuating, 
that it will do all it can to penetrate and capti- 
vate me ; but I shall contemplate the no- 
tbinghess that is ^in me and around me, and 
this shall defend me against vanity or self- 
sufficiency. 

. Do not think of making compliments when 
you come to see hie ; they are a s^ort of mer- 
chandise I do not love, especially from a friend. 
But here are some visitors, that is to say, every 
thing which thwarts me, and has rendered me 

insup- 
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.insupportable to aiysellj for t»ev«iai days;— • 
Grandeur has its clouds, its lightmogs, and ila 
wbirlwinds^ like the tempers ; I wish for the 
jnoroeat of calm serenity, vl am wiiboot re- 
serve, and beyond all eitpression, as before^ 
jrour affectionate friend and servant^ &c. 

ItONiy ad October, 17^9, 
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TO C AUDI NAI. CAVA LCMINI* 

■ '■ 

Most Eminbkt. 

X OUR recommendations are commands to 
me ; and I shall not sleep in peace^ tiH I have 
done what you desire. Your Eminency cannot 
furnish me with too many opportunities of testi-* 
fvlng the extent of my esteem and attachment.* 
In becoming your brother,* 1 become still more 
than ever your servant. 

It 

* By hii rank of Cardinal. 
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It woaid he proper ibat we bad a particular 

eonfereoce upon what regards the affiiirs of tBe 

Church) as you are infi-oitety zealous fbr the 

good of Reiigioui which is the o»)y object that 

ought' to engage my attention. We are not 

Cardinals to impose upon the world by baugh* 

tiaess^ but to be the pillars of the Holy See; 

Our rank, our habits, our functions, all remind 

us, tbat, eren to the effusion of our blood, we 

ought to employ our whole power for the assit« 

tanee of Religion, according to the will of Ood 

aiid theezigeaoi^sof the (%Qrch. ^-^ 

" When I see Cardinal de Tournon flying to 

the extremities of the world, to cause the troth 

to be preached there in its purity; 1 find 

myself inflamed with the noble example, ai^ 

am disposed to undertake every thing id the 

same cause. 

The Sacred College had always men emiaent 
for their knowledge and zeal| and we should use 
^ every effort to renew the Example. Our pro- 
ceedings ought not to be regulated by human * 
policy, but by the spirit of God ; that spirit 
without which all our actions are barren, but 
with which we may do all kind of good. 

I. know 
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I know yourpiely, 1 know yo^ir understand- 
log ^ find I am conyinced, tbat in proper lime 
and pltice^ you can and wili speak your m\vd 
WHbont any dread. ' 

' Some people are eadearonring to mabe the 
Holy Father enter into engagementa which be 
may repent of ; for, since the death of Cardinal 
ArcltrntOy there are no longer the same kind of 
men about bich«; and the conse^iienoestiiay be 
«mhaf>py. The Holy See is not respected aa 
it #as fomerly, and prudence reqaires that w^ 
should pay proper attention to ttmes md ciiw 
cumsiances. J^ua Christy when he recom- 
menda to bts Apostles to be harmliu m fi»V€ty 
adds, and wim as serpents^ An inconsiderate 
•tep on the part of Rome, in such critical times 
as these, may have a very bad efFeicts. Bene- 
diet XIV. himself, though tie was very capable 
of conciliating people's minds, would have 
been embarrassed upon this occasion ; but be 
vrould have been very cautious of infringing 
the rights of princes. 

What we have to treat about is delicate.-r 
Without running counted' to the Holy Father 
or his Councily we must take measures to pre- 

vent 
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vent bi^ being mUled. by tboB^ about hioi. . As 
his intentions are pure, he does' not svape^t tbat 
he can be imposed pn. He ought, at least, to 
balance the advantages and the disndvantageil 
'of what they attempt to make bii^i luiderlakc* 
We always succeed badly., if we do not icalciif 
late before-hand. . . j 

The Council affect to. give no exptansAiona 
bttt to certain Cardiouls, and to leave the re^ 
uninformed. The King: of Portugial will ni^vw 
change his manner of thinking, and I can se§ 
t^at the pther Catholic powers wiil support qnd 
confirm bim in his opinions. >.{ 

JVlonsMdhs no longer live detached from oo# 
another, as they did • formerly ; tbey are all 
fxiends, and act with such regard to each oihei^s 
interests, that if you have the misfortune tq 
offend any one of them, you vvjU offend tb^ 
whoJe; and instead of having one enemy, yoi^ 
will have all Europe to contend with. 
. Shall the Holy, Father, by an indiscr/eet :j;eal4 
struggle against all the powers i Shall he fulmi-^ 
nate against the eldest Son of the Church, and 
c^ain^t bis Most Fajtbful Majesty, i He should 
consider, tbat .these are Aot Pagan Emperors^ 

whom 
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whom he would oppose, but Catholic Princes 
like himself. 

' England should have corrected forever all 
indiscreet eeal in the Popes. What would 
CiementVII.say^ were he to return upon earth .^ 
Would he applaud his work, if he was to see 
Ihat kingdom, which was formerly the nursery 
of saints, becoUae the assemblagce of all secta- 
fies, and every kind of. error? We should learn 
to sacrifice a part for the preservation of the 
whole. ' 

' The Holy See can never be moire brilliant, 
never more secure, never more in peace, than 
when it has the Catliolic Sovereigns for its de* 
fenders and -support. It is a harmony abso« 
lutely necessary for the glory and ^od of Re- 
ligion. The faithful would be exposed to every 
wind of doctrine> if unfortunately the princes 
Wanted that deference for the court of Rome 
which ihey ought to have; and the sovereign 
Pontiff would see his flock insensibly decay, 
and chuse bad pasture instead of what he offers 
them. ^ • ' ' 

' The good shepherd should not only call back 
the sheep that have gone astr«y, but labour to 

Ih? 
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the Utmost to pre v«ut any more from waaderiog* 
Infidelity^ whose fatal blast is spread over aU> 
does not wish for any thing more than to see 
Rome at variance with the kings ; but Religion 
abhors these divisions. We should not give 
room for the enemies of the church to repeat ^ 
ivhat they have too often said, that the court of 
Rome is intractable, and has a doniineertog 
spirit, which is dangerous to the other states. • 

The truth is^ that every Sovereign is master 
al; home^ and that no foreign power has a right 
to command him. We thought differently in^ 
times of trouble and honour, which ft would b< 
dangerous to revive. Charity, peace, and mo-b 
deration, are the proper arms of Christians, and' 
especially those of Kome, which ought to set an 
example of patience and humility to all the 
other powers of the earth. 

. We should recollect, that when Pe4cr cut off 
the ear of Malchus, who was an enemy to 
Christ, he was reproved by our Saviour, 
and commanded to put up his sword in the 
scabbard. 

' Hovf much more unjustifiable must it then 
appear, if such a sword was to be employed 

against 
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against those who have always defended, anil 
made it their glory to be the sapporters of the 
HdySeei 

There is nothing more dangerous than an in- 
discteet zeal, which breaks the bruised reed^ 
wbicb extinguishetb the yet-smoking lamp^ 
HBct which' would bring down fire fituKi 
Heaven^ 

I know that a Pope is obliged to preserre 
tbe ioMniinities of the Holy See ; hot there is 
no necessity for embroiling himself with all 
Xkt Cathalie Princes, on account of some seig^ 
notial rights. ^^This would be to stir up the fire 
of infidelity, and to give pretences for in- 
veighing more than ever against the church of 
Rome. 

Thfy see badl}^ ifrho see things but in part; 
ihe whole should be examined at once, and th^ 
consequence of the present proceedings weighed, 
to judge of the future. One spark, said St. 
Jamesy wili lundlt a t»hoU forest. 

Narrow minds imagine, that we wi^ the de- 
struction of certain monks, because we will, not 
support them in opposition to the k'mgs, with 
whom they are at variance. But besides that - 

more 
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more tempests would still follow by reBistiiig^ 
those powers^ we ouo;hl not give a preference 
to these monkSy which woald embroil the <20utt 
of Rome with all the Catholic Prioees. 

I could not possibly sli^ep^ if I was to wieb 
harm to any one. I sincerely love all the xelU 
gious orders ; I desire from, my soul, that tbe 
whole may be preserved ; but I reflect upon 
what is most proper, when it is become neces- 
sary to decide. I do^ not even propose that the 
Holy Father should dissolve any of them^ but. 
that he should at least write to these crowned 
heads, and let them know that he will examine 
the complaints against that order^ and then im« 
mediately begin to make the inquiry. 

Suppose Rome exposed to all these potent 
enemies — how can she support herself in the 
midst of tempests ? We are not yet in Heaven ; 
and if God preserves his church- to the end of 
ages, it is by inspiring those who govern it with 
a prudence suited to times and places, as well 
as with a love of peace. 

It is not to be expected that God will work a 
miracle to defend an indiscreet zeal. He 
leaves second causes to act: and when an 

VOL. II. G improper 
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improper choice is made, things cannot pos- 
sibly go well. 

None but the vUionary will refuse to bend to 
ihe exigency of things^ when the dispute nei- 
ther concerns faith nor- morals. In importiant 
affairs we ought always to consider how they 
will terminate, if we would avoid the greatest 
calamities. 

As I know your zeal, my Lord, as well as 
your understanding, I presume that you. will 
fall upon some method capable of saving, not 
the Ifoly See, which- cannot perish, but the 
court of Rome, which is exposed to tlie greatest 
dangers. 

These are my reflections : — I persuade myself 
that you will find them just. I dare assure you 
I have weighed them before the tribunal of God, 
who trieth the reins and hearts of men,^and who 
'knows that I have neither antipathy or ani-> 
mosity in my heart against any man. 

I. have the honour to be, with all the senti- 
ments due to your great understanding and un-^ 
common virtues, your most humble, Sic* 

Con viEi^T OP the Holy AposTles^ 
lethofthel^nth. 

LETTER 
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LETTER CXII. 

I 

I 
TO CARDINAL S***. 

Most Eminent. 

JL HAD not time to speak to you^ yesterdajr^ 
with freedom, upon the great businesa which at 
present agitates Europe^ and from which Rome 
will receive a fatal blow, if she does not act 
with that moderation which Sovereigns require; 
The Popes are pilots who are always steering 
upon tempestuous seas, and coasequently are 
obliged to go sometimes with full sails^ and 
sometimes to furl them^ according to circum- 
stances^ 

Now certainty is the time to employ that wis- 
domof the serpent recommended by Christ to 
his Apostles. At a time when infidelity has 
broken loose against every religious order^ it is 
certainly lamentably to see the Ministers of the 
Gospel forsaken, who were destined for col- 
leges, seminaries, and , missions, who had dis- 
tinguished themselves so much by their writings 

G 2 upon 



1124 . GAKGANELLl's I^TTXft!?. 

upon the truths of our religion ; but it remains 
to be considered^ whether id the sight of God 
it may be better to engage in a strife against 
the powers x of tha earth, or to relinquish 
tlie support of any particular Order of the 
Church. 

For my part, I think, on a view of the storm 
which seems to threaten us on all sides, and 
may be perceived already hanging over oar 
beads, that rb would be more prudent to lake 
the necessary steps to ourselves, and to sacrifice 
any one of our dearest connections, rather than 
to incur the wrath of kings, which cannot be' 
too much dreadedw 

Let our Holy Father and his Secret&ry of 
State regard the Jesuits as much ias tliey will ; 
^-•^1 subscribe with all my heart to their attach- 
ment towards that^ society, having never had 
the. least animosity, nor the least antipathy 
against any one of the religious orders ; but I 
shall always say, notwithstanding the veneration 
which I have for Saint Ignati^is, and my esteem 
for those of his order, that it is extremely dan«- 
gerous, and even rash, to> support the Jesuits, as 
things are circumstanced at present. 

It 



lie would UDc}pubte<lly b^ jight> \h9k%, in qua- 
lity of Mother ^nd Protectress oi ^1 iha reU* 
gioQs Qnier« qf the cbuichi ^pmi^ fthould solicil 
in tb^ir iiVvptir^. and ^lop^y every w^ani to 
preserve the soqietj ; .provide ^Iw^ys that thfgr 
. i^ijihmiit t^ 4 refQrin^ accprdiQg tQ the delete of 
^n^dipt XIV. Qnd M> th^ desire of aU ihote, 
^ho sincerely icj^h wiell to re%ioa ; bc^t my ad* . 
ym ih that Mrh«4i all thes^e meant iu»ye bew 

tried^ the. affair should be left in the bftiKtsi of 

Qod and of the kings* 

Home musi alnays staii4 in B«ed of thd pvo- 

taction, and aasiatanoe ol the Catholic povmra» 

They ate forti esses whidi shelter her frpn' in* 

.eursions and hostilities in apck ^ manner, that 

allc nevey has n^ore glory ^ nor more authority^ 

than vrben she seems to yiald to thfse Sove« 

■Teigns. Then it is that ^they snpport Jber. with 

Jostre^ and mfikeit^heir duty to publish every 

where^ and to prove by acts of deforeaee and 

•subraisston^ that they are the traotable sons of 

the common Father of the Faithfnl^ apd that 

iliey respeet him as tbe first man in the world, 

« )n the eyes of the ftiith« 

G3 The 
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The more I call to mind those tinfortiiQate 
times when thePopes, wandering vrithoot help, 
without asylum^ had empefors and kings for 
their enemies^ the more I feel the necessity cif 
being at peace with all :the monarchs of the 
earth. The church knows but two orders in- 
dispensably necessary^ and founded by Christ 
himself, to; perpetuate bis doctrine^ and to 
propagate Christianity^ I mean the Bishops and 
-Priests. ^ 

The first ages of the Christian world, Avbicfa 
me call the best ages of the church, had nei- 
ther monks nor friars ; which evidently proves 
to us^ that if Religion had so need of any 
but, of her ordinary ministers to preserve her, 
the regulars, her auxiliary troops^ however useful 
they may be^ are not absolutely necessary. 

If , the Jesuits have the true spirit of their 
profession, as I presume they have, they 
will be the first to say, "We will rather 
'' sacrifice ourselves than excite troabTes ^nd 
** tempests." 

As a religious society ojugbt not to depend 
upon perishable riches, nor temporal honoiirs, 

, but 
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but upon a determined love towards Jesa» 
Ohrist and his sponse^ it ought ta retire with 
the same alacrity it was called^ if his Vicar, the 
M^iuisler aud Interpreter of his will upon earth,, 
should na longer demand its- services. The re- 
ligious orders are not respectable, indeed ought 
not to be kept up, but 30 long as tjbey preserve 
the true spirit of the Church : and as that it 
always the same, independant of all the regular 
inslitutions^ every order ought to console itKit^ 
if it happens to be suppressed • But frequently 
vanity persuades us. that we are necessary, 
.even at those times when authority judgea 
otherwise.^ 

If there was less enthusiasm, and more QOttn4 
principles, every one would agree .in these 
truths ; and so far from, rashly supporting a 
corps which kings complain of,: they would ia- 
duce that ^ame corps to retire of itself, without 
murmur or noise ; but unfortunately they form 
an illusion to themselves, and imagine . that 
a single institution cannot be torched, withr 
out attacking the very essence of Religion 
itself. 

G4 ' If 
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If in giving up a religious order^ a dogi»a 
was to be altered^ a point in moFals U> be cor-^ 
YOpted, it w^re then, without doubt, better to 
perish. But the Church wiU teacb the sanne 
truths after the Jesuils are suppressed, wbtck 
abe taught before they were establislicd ;!''^he 
Church will still subsist; and Christ will rather 
raise children to Abrabatn even from the stonea^ 
to sustain his work, than leave bis mystical bod jr 
without succour or support. 

The Head 6f the Chnf ch k like the master 
of a magnificent garden, wfeo lops th0s6 
branches at his Ascyetkm> wbicfr, by ex- 
tending too far, may happen to obstruct the 
vi^W. 

Do ybtf, my I^rd, who hav6 both ajeal and 
knowledge^ Cotifer upon these subjects with the 
Holy Father. It Will be much more proper for 
you than for mc*, who consider myself in every 
respect as the least important member of the 
sacred college. Shew his t^oliiiess what an 
abyss he is digging for himself, when he obsti- 
nately resists these potentates. The rectitude 
of his heart will make him hearken to you ; for 

we 






we may affirm, that jia baa taken the f^olvtion 
of resisUog tliesc powera only because be tbiuks 
it to be: right. I expect this liberal cencluct 
from your love of the Cburob, and a^i 

Your Eaiinency'5, &C.. 

Can V2II V or run Hei.T Afost^i, 

glh NoT^mber, 1766. 



LETTER CXIII. 
,to a lay brother. 
My dear Brother^ 

W HY did you hesktate to address yoiirse)f 
to me ? Am I another man than I was« because 
I hare the honour of being a Cardinal i My 
heart and my arms shall always be open to re- 
ceive my dear brethren. I oWe tbem too « 
msicb ever to forget tbem; for I owe them' 
every tbing. 

The confession which you make of yotu: 
fanlt, persuadies me that you truly repent it. 

G '5 However 
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However Htile a man may deviate from the 
straight path id cloisters, he insensibly gives 
into excess. You have not sinned throagh 
ignorance, and therefore you are more . to 
blame; and what is still worse, your fault has 
blazed abroad. 

Humble yourself before men, and shew 
your contrition before the throne of grace, 
that you may obtain forgiveness. I shall write 
to your superior to receive you again with 
mildness. 

My dear brother, you liave imagined, that 
fcX quitting your retreat you v,ouid find infinite 
satisfaction in the world at large. Alas! this 
world is but a deceiver. It premises wliat it 
never performs. Viewed at -a distance, it ap^ 
.pears to be a parterre of flowers ; when nearer 
seen, it proves a brake of thorns. 

I pray the Lord that he may touch you feel- 
ingly, for every good impulse comes from him. 
You must resume your exercises with the most 
lively fervour, and oblige those to admire your 
reformation, who might otherwise reproadi 
you -with having gone astray. You may be 
fully assured, that you will always be dear to 

me 
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me, and that I sincerely bewail with yoa the 
error you have committed. I am your afiec- 
iionate, &c. 

The Cabd. Gahganellu 

CoRTEVT of the Holt Apostles,^ 
18th Novcmbci^ 1760^ 



LETTER CXIV. , 

TO B. P. GUABBIAK OF *••; 

JLF you have any attachment to ipe,. my Re- 
verend Father, I pray you to receive with cor* 
diality Brother ♦•*^ wha has scandalously 
atrayed from his doty;, but he returns^ h« 
weeps, and. he promises; and^ what is still 
mere affecting, Jesus Christ our model hath 
taught, us how we ought ta forgive. I pray 
you to look upon Him who was crucified for 
the salvation of them that crucified him, and I. 
cannot doubt of obtaining what I desire. 

Human nature is so depraved, that I am 
much less astonished than, alarmed at the ex- 

G 6 cesser 



cesser to which tneti dftiiy give themseWes up. 
Thet^e needs bat one emotion of pride^ or a seU 
fish regard towards ourselves^ to make us lost to 
gr^ce ; and from thenceforth we become capable 
of every crime. 

The more the Lord has preserved u6 from ex- 
cesses which requires repentance^ the more coni- 
passionate we ought to be to those who give way 
to them ; for our exemption is the pure eflFect of 
his mercy, and for which we should ascribe no 
merit to ourselves. 

Your flocic t^ill bless their ptistor, when they 
see with what tenderness he again receives thi^ 
%tray sheep. 

I do nbt Write to you to dispense with the pe- 
imnce prei^cribed by the constitutions, but to 
fightett it as much as possible, by abstaining 
froto bitter reproaches, udore capable of inritat- 
ing than aflPectifig him. 

May youV tfeproof be friendly ; may ypuv 
iporrfection be paternal; may your reception^ 
in'Mead bf being austete, have nothing bat 
what is gtaciows i^ ti$ not to terrify iht 
^crihyl •' 

RememW;r 
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Remeoiber that it is always* cbarity tii«t 
oMgbt to aqt ; that it is ebc who ought to punish^ 
and she who should pardon* 

I embrace you most sincei^ely as my forisier 
'brother ; and I hope to learn^eren by him whom 
I necomniend to you^that he has found in. you 
rather a lather than a msuiter* No body toTCs 
or honours yoo more than 

, The Caed. Oavoakclu* 

COTfYtiCt ofthetfOLY APOBTL^t^ ' x 

I Kb December, if64. 



LETTER CXV, 

TO R. p. COLLOZ, VJUQS, OF GKAFFEVTUAl,, 
AND SOPERIoa-GENERAJU OF THE OUDEA 
OF GVILLELMITE8. 

JL OUR letter expresses how mach sati^acuon 
you feet on my promotion to the Cardinalshrp, 
and of the choice the Holy Father has made of 

me^ 
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ine> among all the members of the sacred col- 
lege, to trust with the protection of j'oijt* 
Order. I did not doubt but your seutiments, ia 
effect, were such ; nevertheless^ it is a matter 
of tme satisfaction to me, to see the chearf ul«- 
ness which is impressed on your hearts, and to 
find such certain marks of the confidence witk 
which you honour me. Your Order has cer- 
tainly been deprived of a great and powerful 
support by losing Cardinal Guadagnl. May 
the hopes you have conceived' of me, restore 
peace and tranquillity ta your souls ! At least, I 
shall employ every effort, my Reverend Father^ 
that you and all your's may find in me a tender 
friend, a vigilaiit protector, and a zealo>us de- 
fender, of your -privileges. 

It is with pleasure that I frequently hear the 
Procureur-General of the Capuchins praising 
your Reverence, and those of your Order. 

Nothing remains to be desired, my Reverend 
Father, but that you will excuse me for 5o 
long delaying to answer you, which was occa- 
sioned by my having been oppressed with a 

multitude 



* Every religions order has a Cardinal Protector. 
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multitude of affairs, that have scarce left me 

time to hreathe^ on a change so new, and so 

little expected on my part. I likewise beg you 

will put me to the proofs and see if I can be 

of any service to you« I have had some con- 

irersatton with our Holy Father ^about you :r- 

I shall speak to him on whatever concerns your 

affair?^ every time you chuse to employ me. 

I beg to recommend myself in the strongest 

vianner to tbe prayers of your Order. I hope 

to answer your Reverence's expectations in 

such a manner, as to convince all of you 

th^t you have in me a most truly affectionate 

' Protector. / 

I am with all my heart. 

My Rev. Father^ &e. 

Homb, Convent of the Holt Apostles, 
30th May, 1769. 
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LETTER CXVI. 

TO THE ABBB r***. 

XT 1$ easy ta observe^ both in joor writings 
and conversation^ mj dear Abb^^ that you do 
not read tbeFatiiers of the Chiarck lo piuch as 
you ought. Do you know that they are tho 
aool of Chriittan eloquence, and that like those 
fertile trees which at once form the ornament 
: and riches of a garden^ they produce abundance 
' both of flowers and of fruils^? 

The Church is proud of produeidg their 
works as so many momitneuts of victories which 
ihe has gained over her enemies, and every 
enlightened Christian ought to be delighted 
with reading ihem. The more they are exa- 
mined, they will be found the ntore conspicu- 
ously bright ; — every Father of the Church has 
a characteristical distinction. The genius of 
Tertullian may be compared > to iron, which 
breaks the hardest bodies, and will not bend ; 
St. Athanasius to the diamond, which can nei- 
ther be deprived of its lustre nor solidity ; St. 
, Cyprian 
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Cyprian to steel, wbicb quts to the quick ; St. 
Cbrysostome to gold, whose value is equal to 
\ta beauty ; St. Leo to those signs of dignity 
which are at once graceful and majestic ; St. 
Jerome to brass, which neither dreads swords 
near arrows; St. Ambrose to silvery wbich is^ 
solid aBd shioing ; St. Gregory to a mirror^ in 
which every one s^es himself; St. Augustine 
to himself, aa singular iu his kind, tboiigb 
universal 

As to St Bernard, the last of the Fathera in 
the Order of Cfaronologyy I compare him to 

lli^d^ "^rrri«»«. ifc-f *^** wftlvftt IrinH. 'which kKaH »n 

' ejujuiMte perfume. 

If the French recJion Bovstuet, Bial^p of 
Meaux, among the Fathess, it is a preuMlure 
jadgmenty which cannot bei submitted to« until 
the universal Church has pronounced it, as she 
has the .sole right of assigning the rank which 
is diie to writers. Even St. Thomas Aquinas has 
not obtained the title of a Father of the Church > 
and it is not to be presumed that the Doctors 
who have succeeded hiiti^ should enjoy that 
prerogative ; but every nation has an enthusiasm 
for its own authors ; yet it must be allowed^ 

that 



Ids OANOANEKIil's LETTEHS. 



that the Bishop of Meaux was a burning and 
shining hmrp^ whose Hght can never be ob- 
scured. 

I confess to you mj dear /\bb£> If I ktiow 
any thing, I owe it to the reading the Fathers, 
especially the works of St. Augustine. Na- 
thing escapes his sagacity ; nothing is beyond 
•his depth, nothkig above his sublimity ; he CQa- 
tracts, he extends fahnself, he walks in a path 
of his own, varying his style and manner ac« 
cording to the subjects which he treats ot, and 
always with fhe same advantage, always elevat- 
ing the souf, even into the bosom of God; a 
sanctuary of which he seems to hold the key^ 
and where he seems imperceptibly to introduce 
those \ehom be nourisheth with his sublime 
ideas. I particularly admire him upon the sub- 
ject of grace. I wish to Heaven, that his doc* 
trine upon that point had been established in 
all the schools, and all minds! Presumptuous 
writers would not then have endeavoured to 
sound an impenetrable abyss, tbe grace of Jesus 
Christ would have preserved all its rights, and 

man his liberty. 

What 
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What aflicU me^ is^ that the Fathers of th^ 
Ohurch are scarcely read ; aud they who have 
occasion to consult them, trust to extracts, 
nvhich are often unfaithful, aud always too much 
abridged. A priest or a bishop oiade it his duty 
formerly to read the Fathers of the Chiirch> as 
much as to say his breviary ; but now-a-days 
tbey are only known by name^ except it be in 
the cloisters^ where that excellent custom ia. not 
qaite left off: whence it. comes^ that in many 
Gouiitries they liave mes^re Theologiaas, with- 
ont'Iife or soul; i^tudents. who can only syllo- 
gise ; and in9trQctiQn» which cpntsiiix noihing 

bat words without meaning. • a 

Nevertheless^ I ought to s.ay to the praise of 
the sacred college,, without meaning to compli- 
ment it, that they have always had members 
who have persevered in the study ,of the Fa- 
thers ; and some may t»e named who actually 
prefer that kind of reading to all other em- 
ployment. — Our schools likewise feel that in- 
fluence, wliere lliey leach only the doctrine of 
St. AugMStine and 8t, . Thomas ; — a certain 
means of avoiding whatever breathes novelty.. 
Let me conjure ypu, then, to lay it down as 
^ a rule, to read the Fathers every day ; it re- 






ifaires bftt a beginnittg; for when once you 
enter upon tiieoi yoa will not care to leave 
them >-»-tliey are always wit-h God*, and they 
will place yon on the same seat with themselves, 
if yon nourish yourself daily with their writings. 
It is reading the holy scripture, to read them, for 
tliey eypiain it in a masterly manner, and qadtt 
it on all occasions* 

It were to deprive vie of tbrce-foorths of liy 
existence^ if the consolation of emcirtaiiafeg 
myself with the Holy lathers was taken from 
me; the more they are present^ the more I am 
^^?f(^i^^^^? IS!^% I re|ofoe, and iBe grMC^r 
i think myself. 

^ Profit by my lessons^ and you willlore me if 
yon love yourself ; for in reading the Fathers^ 
you trill make acquisitionli a thousand times 
more precious than wealth <» titles. An eccle- 
siastic has nothing to do with the world, but to 
instruct and edify it. I am with all my hearty 
and with the warmest desire to see your talents 
produce good fruity your Affectionate^ 

The Card, Gamganellk 

' Uouz, 13th December, 1766. 

LETTER 
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LETTER CXVir. 

TO E. P***, HIS FRIEND. 

JL OU have giveY) me a singular pkaiure, by 
not mtenttoniDg that I had writtidfi tQ jroii.^*^' 
Witbout b<eing niydterious^ I am a great ftieed 
to dlscretioQ ; and although I have beeki eight 
a»d twenty years in the convefit of the Hdy 
Apostles, I never acquainted my bi^direti vfith 
what connexions I. have.-— They may gMss, if, 
they will, or if they can; but they know fio- 
thing: secreium meum miki — My secret i&rtiy 
own. 

I lately saw the Cardinals York, Porsini, and 
John Francis Albani, whose ext:ellent qualities 
I highly esteem ; but 1 have learned nothing 
from them of what I wanted to know. , 

I sObscribe with the greatest pleasure to all 
the obliging things y6u say of the Prelate Du- 
rini: he has joined the Italian sagacity to the 
pleasing manners of the Frenc!), and deserves 

to attain the gieatest dignities. 

I have 
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I have learned nothing of iKe late resolutioDs 
of the great personage you speak of ; I see him 
but very seldom, and in a most reserved mad- 
ner : he does nbt believe me to be his friend. 
Is he wrong i Is he right ? This is what he him- 
self cannot decide, notwithstanding all the 
Jmes$e he is supposed to be master of; but most 
certainly^ God knows, I bear no ill will to him, 
because I never have done so to any one. 

I will recommend the good work which you 
mention to the Cardinals Fan<uzzi and Borro- 
meo, who breathe nothing but charity. Do 
you yourself deliver the inclosed, which I send 
you for M***, and let me have his answer by 
the flying post, which is both quick and sure- 
for some time past my correspondences over- 
power me, and yet I cannot get rid of them. 
From this time do not lose half a page in 
shewing me in respect ! I wish you to write tome 
as to Brother Ganganelli^ 1 am always the 
same individual, whatever efforts may be made 
use of to persuade me to the contrary ; for, alas ! 
'if I was to attend to itiquttUs and flatterers, 
they would intoxicate me with their ridiculous 
incense. 

Hove 
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I love to be simply myself) and not to be 
beset with all the accompaniments of grandeur: 
Your great littlenesses disgust me ; and surely 
they who are fond of them must have but a 
x:oDtemptibIe spirit. 

There is no probability that our comtHon 
friend can recover; he has a complication of 
disorders^ any one of which is sufficient to de- 
stroy the strongest person. . 

I iim soliciting a place which I think- will 
salt your nephew, provided he can bear con- 
Yidement, and hear grumbling; for the noble- 
man whose secretary I intend him to be, has 
the unfortunate madness of falling into a passion 
at every trifle ; but his heart is not the less ex- 
cellent ;— it is a blot which should be over- 
looked, because., of his goodness. He is like 
Benedict XIV. who always concluded by be- 
stowing some favour upon those he had scolded/ 
You see, that I am in a humour to prate, and 
that I have not the air of a man of business. 
When I have said my breviary, and finished my 
engagements,! chat more than is perhaps liked^ 
but then I have need of it. 

1 leave 
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L leave you with yourself, that is to say^ in 
the best company that I know : aud am, as 
ttsual^ and for my whole life. 

Your affectionate servant. 
The Cakd. Ganganellk 

R0ME9 Gth December, 1763. 



LETTER CXVIII. 

fl 

TO M. D***. 

JL HE giving of alms is not sufEcient to please 
God, for charity extends over all ; you should 
not oppress your tenants, nor molest your vas- 
• sals ; they wha with the greatest severity exact 
trifles which they ought to depise, have not a 
proper sense of Religion. Christianity is un- 
iicquainted with that sordid interest which is 
attentive to little things ; and they have onlv 
the hark who are always upon the watch with 
their tenants, for fear of being cheated. Tlie 

heart 
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heart is become too ea^^thly, when it is over« 
anxious about worldly matters. 

Why torment yourself. Sir, sq solicitously 
about the things that |>erish ? The kingdom of 
Jesus Christ should have worshippers in spirit 
and in truth, whfose hearts are not contractecl 
"by a 8e>f«rinteresied conduct, and views merely 
carnal . 

I am mortified when I see people of fortuile 
living in dread of want, and though very rich, 
often much more attached to a dirty piece of 
gold than a poor labourer would be. ' 

I dare add. Sir, that ail your works of devo- 
tion will be absolutely useless, if you do not 
detach yourself intirely from the things of this\ 
world ; and cease to be tlie tyrant . of your 
debtors, by a greediness after riches. It is 
"better to forego a right, than to recover it by 
oppression. The spirit of justice, which you 
plead in your favour, has no connection with 
continual distrust, with apprehensions about 
future want, and with eternal wraugliugs. 

If there are some disputes between you and 
ygur tenants, settle them more to their advan- 

voL. II. * H tage 



/ « 
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tage than your owd ; it is conformable to the 
advice of Jesus Christy who orders us, if they 
ask our cloak to give our coat also. AH 3'oar 
superfluities, and even a part of your, necessa- 
ries, on urgent occasions^ belong to the poor ; 
so that you will be guilty if you accumulate. 
These are harsh truths, but the law was not 
made by me. 

' The affair you spoke to me about> could 
net be in better hands than Mr. Braschi's • 
his rectitude is equal to his understanding, and 
there is no fear of his being prejudiced : ne-*^ 
vertheless, if you desire it, I will speak a few 
words to him. 

I am. Sir, 

With the sentiments due to you, &c. 

The Caro. Ganganelli. 

RoMft, »iit of tke j^oieat Month. 



LETTER 
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LETTER CXIX. . 

TO MY LORB ***. 

J. HAVE not been accnstooied Co see such a 
genius as your's become the dupe of modern 
philosophy. Your understanding should see 
you above the sophistry which the fashionable 
principles engefider, and which levels us to the 
sad condition of the brutes* 

Jf there is a God, as nature cries aloud 
tbroug'h. all her works, there must be a Reli«- 
gton. If there is a Religion, it niust be incom,- 
prebensible, sublime, and as ancient al^ the 
.world, as being an emanation from an infinite 
and eteriial Being. IP these are its characters, 
it must be Christianity ; ai^d if it is Christia- 
nity, it must be acknowledged to be divine, and 
heart and soul should acqpiesce in it. 

Is it then eredi^de that God Almighty 
ibould display thr» universe in such splendor^ 
only to- feed the eyes of flocks of naen and 
bea»ts> that oiight to be. oonfouoded tQgether, 

H 2 as 
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as having all the same destiny ; and that this 
intelligence wbicb dwells in as^ which cooibines^ 
which calculates^ which extends beyond the 
earth, which motints above the firmament^ 
which recollects the ages past> and penetrates 
into those which are to come^ and has an idea 
of that which is to last for ever, should shine 
forth one mouient only, to be dissipated after- 
wards like a feeble vapour f 

What is that voice which incessantly pro- 
claims within you, that you were born for great 
things? What are those desires which couti*> 
nually renew themselves, and which make you 
feel that there is nothing in this world capable 
of occupying the wishes of j'our heart ? 

When man estrangeth himself from God, he 
is like a distempered wretch rolling in agony ; 
and the light of his reason, which he extiti*- 
guisheth, leaves him in the midst o£ a darkness 
replete with horror. 

The same truth which assures you of your 
own existence ; I would say that intimate testi- 
mony which you find within yourself, assures 
you of the existence of a God, and cannot give 
you a lively idea of him^ without impressing 
. • you 
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you with an idea of Religion. Tiie worship 
which we render to the Supreme Being, ifi so 
linked with him, that our heart is not satisfied 
but when it is rendering homage to him^ or 
<x>nforming to the order which he hath esta- 
blished. 

If there is a God, he ought naturally to be 
beneficent ; and if he is beneficent, yoa ought 
by the justest consequence to thauk him for his 
benefits. Neither your existence nor your 
health comes from yourself: about seveii-and- 
twenty years ago, you was nothing, when all 
oh a sudden you became an organized body, 
enriched with a soul to act as master, to com* 
mand aiid guide your frame according to its 
will and pleasure. 

This reflection eugages yuu to seek for the 
Author of life; and when you will examine^ 
you will find him in yourself, in every thing 
which surrounds you, without any one of tbes« 
objects being able to bdast of their being a part 
of his substance; for God is single and indivi- 
sible, and cannot therefore be identified with 
the elements. 

• H3 If 
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If the Religion which he hath established 
hath taken different fbiins, and has been sioce 
perfected by the' camtng of the Messiah ; it is 
because God hath treated it as he has done par 
reason> which at first was only a feeble ray ; but 
afterwards^ disclosing itself by degrees, M' iRStr 
appears in' the brightest light. 

Besides^ is it for man to interrogate the Deily 
with ^regard to his conduct I Is it for a crea^lnite 
to regulate the way^ of his Creator^ and to pre<i 
scribe a Hianner of operating to himf God 
communicates himself to us in .part, but stiJt 
reserves to himself the right of absoiute domi* 
n{on> because there is nothing bet what is trmlj 
s&bject to him. If he clearly mantfevted kit 
designs to us here below, if the mysteries which 
astonish and confound us were iaid open to our 
view, we should have thiit intuitive sight which 
he reserves till after this life, and death wonid 
then be unnecessary. Evidence is only for 
,Heiiven, eognoscam sicat ei cegnitus snm;^ 
yet we would anticipate that aioment, witboot 
reflecting that every thing is regukted by Infi* 

nite 

« *\ shall know God, as I am k&ovn by him. 
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nite Wisdom, and that we have nothing to do 
on our part, but to submit and to adore. The 
unbeliever changes nothing of the designs of 
<3od, when be dares to rbe up against bim^. 
He even enters into bis plan, that compreben- 
dive^^lan, whete the evil concurs vriib the^ood 
for the harmony of this world, and for the hap* 
piness of the next« 

Religion and nature are equally derived from 
Ckid ; and both the one and the lAher, thoagh 
ia diflfeitent manners, have their mjrsteries and 
their inconiprebensibilities ; and by the same 
Teason that the existence of nature is not de* 
«ied, thoogb its operations are often concealed, 
Seligion cannot, nor ought not to be rejected, 
«n account of its obscurities* 

There is nothing here which hath not^a dark 
%ide ; because our soul, weighed down by a body 
which oppresses and darkens it, is not capable 
of seeing every thing. It is in a kind of in<^ 
fancy hejre.below^ and should have light in pro- 
portion to the weakness of its sight, till death 
disengages it from the oppressive load which 
weighs it down; It is like a tender bird which 

H 4 pants 
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pants and cries in iU nest^ till it caa spring np 
iato the air^ and takes its natural iliglit. 

The progress of Religion is admirable in- the 
eyes of a true philosopher. It is at first seen 
Jike a twilight issuing from the bosom of Chaos; 
then like Aurora it announces the day ; which 
at last appears, but surrounded with clouds^ and 
cannot manifest itself in meridian brightness; 
uQtil the Heavens shall be opened. 

Hath then the unprincipled unbeliever anj. 
thing in particular which tells him> that what 
we believe is chimerical f At what time, aod lo 
what place has this secret light come to shine 
upon him ? Is it in that moment when his pas- 
sions inguiph and govern him? Or is it-in.the 
midst of public shows and pleasures^ .where fye 
commonly passes his life i 

It is astonishing, my Lord, bow men give 
up all the authority of tradition, and elude all 
the strength of the greatest testimonies^ to jefer 
blindly to two or three people who give them 
lessons of infidelity. They will, not allow of 
inspiration, yet they look on those people as 
oracles ; from whence it niiay be easily con- 

eluded J 
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claded, that nuthing but their passions can at-* ' 
tach them to infidelity. They abhors Religion 
which restrains them when they would follow 
the torrent of their vices, and swim in the midst 
of the waves of a world agitated wilh foaming 
billows. 

Christianity is a superb picture traced pnt by 
tiie hand of God, and which he- presented to 
man while it was yet but sketched, till the mo* 
ment Jesus Christ came to finish it, waiting the 
tifne when he should give it the lustre and co- 
louring it is to bear throoghout eternity. 

Then Religion will be the only object to en- 
gage our attention, because it will be then in the 
essence of God himself, making, as St. Augus- 
tine expresseth it, a whole with him. 

This progress is conformable to that of the 
time which constitutes this life, and which, does > 
not exist but by succession, God has thus va- 
ried the forms of Religion, because we are in a 
variable "i^opld ; but he will fix it unalterably in 
Heaven, because there no change will be known. 
These are the combinations and proportions, 
which display the wisdom of the Supreme Be* 
ing. Religion being formed for man, it was 

H 5 his 
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his pleasure that it should follow the progress 
made by fDan/according 16 the different modes 
of his existence. 

Tliey who are intent upon this world,' see 
nothing of all this ; but you would judge of 
these things as I do, if you were disengaged 
irom all the pleasures and all the riches which 
inak6 }'ou a' Materialist, in spite of yourself. 
Christianity is sipirit and liffe; and they stray 
widely from it, who are occupied only about 
what is corporeal. Souls become enlightened 
at death, only because they are no longer 
weighed down by bodies which immure and 
darken them. True philosophy, by disengag- 
ing man from whatever is carnal, does what 
death will finally effect; but it is not the mo- 
dem philosophy, which acknowledges no ex- 
istence but that of matter, and looks upon 
metaphysics as a science purely chimerical, 
although much more certain than Natural 
Philosophy, which has only its existence in the 
senses. 

I do not enter into the proofs of Religion, 
because they have been so often and so well ex- 
plained already in immortal works^ that I. could 

only 
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only repeat tbem. Jetus Christ is the begin-* 
ning and the end of all things, the key of aTl 
the myBteries of grace &nd nature; so that it is 
by no means stjrprising that we sfaoold wander 
af^r a «lK>u8and abaurd systems, when we do 
fiot ^toer by that sablime cotnpass. If you do 
not addiit of Jesus Christ, I must say, as Car- 
dinal Bembo did to a philosopher of his time, 
/ cannot give you a reason for any thing in Na- 
iural or in Moral Philosophy. Even the crea- 
tion of this world is itiexplicable, incomprehen- 
sible, and impossible, if it was not effected by 
the Incarnate Word ; for God can have no 
other intention in what he does, but what is in* 
finite. This is the reason why St. John called 
our Saviour Alpha and Omega ; and that the 
Apostle told us that the ages were made by him : 
Per quern ficit et sacula. 

Study, then, as much as a creature is capable ^ 
this Man-God, and you will find all the trea- 
sures of science and wisdom in him ; you will 
observe, that he is the first link of that chain 
which bindeth all things, visible and invisible ; 
and you will acknowledge him to be that divine ^ 

H 6 breath 
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breath which inspires justice and holiness into 
all i)earts. 

The unbeliever can never give a satisfactory 
answer^wheu you ask him. Who is this JesuS 
Christy this roan at the same time so simple aad 
so divine, so sublime and so humbly, so pure j|n 
the whole course of his life, so great iu the 
moment of bis passion^ so magnanimous at his 
' death i But to answer this question without eva- 
sion : If he is only a man^ he is^an in^postor ; 
for he hath said he was God; and from that 
time, what becomes of his sublime virtues i 
what becomes of his gospel^ in which he forbids 
the use of the least equivocation \ and how acr 
count for his disciples' victories in all parts of 
the world? And if he is a God, what ought we 
to think of his Religion, and thpse \yho dare 
to combat it ? * ^ . 

Ah ! my Lord,, behold. what is better to knpw, 
and better to exaniine, than all the profan^^ 
sciences which you study. Sciences will b^ at 
an end ;. Linguc^ cessabunt^ scientia de%truttur ;*^ 
and nothing will remain but the knowledge of 

Jesus 

* Languages shsiU cease, aail Science be destroyed. 
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Jesus Christ, which will ride triamphant upon 
the abyss^ when time and the elements shall be 
swallowed up. 

CoDsider only yourself, and that view will 
necessarily^ lead you to truth. The smallest 
motion of your finger declares the action of 
God upon your body ; this action announces u 
.Providence ; this Providence informs you thtft 
yoii are dear to yonr Creator ; aiid this informa- 
tion leads you from truth to truth, till you come 
to those which are revealed. 

If you are neither the creator of yourself* 
nor your own ultimate end, you ouglit neces- 
sarily to search for Him in whom these two 
qualities subsist. And whkt can that be, if it 
is not God ? 

Religion will be always sure to gain her 
cause in the eyes of all ^hose who have set- 
tled principles. To come at the truth, it is 
sufficient to remount to its source, to analyse 
and investigate the ends of its institution : 
but the wicked dishonour and disfigure it, and 
substitute a skeleton in its place. I am not 
surprised, then, that they who are not in- 
structed, and who put their trust in the false 

philosophy 
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dumb. As to the little Prelate who should act 
and constitute himself Mediator^ he is*aa inde- 
cisive pertfon^ who is always putting offev^ry 
thing till the morrow, and who has no other 
answer but Veitremo^ We shall see^ 

We might easily speak about it to the Ge- 
jseral of ***; but it is not safe to con6deio 
him at present ; especially when even the se- 
cret enjoined by the Holy Office is not kept. 
As to his assistant, he is merely a well-mean- 
ing man. - ■ 

Many of the great men here are ficith reason 
attaisbed to France and Spain ; but they dare 
not explain themselves^ they are so teazed and 
beset by numbers, who make Heaven speak as 
they please. 

A devotion faintly enlightened, which is un-< 
happily but too common, is constantly whisper- 
ing, that all should be sacrificed to defend the 
inteitests of God ; as if God required that his 
.6r8t minister upon earth should embroil himself 
with all the Catholic powers to support some 
seignorial rights ; and, at all adventures, to pre* 
serve a corps, which can be of no further utility, 
when the tide of prejudice runs against it. 

Let 
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Let us suppose^ for a moment^ thjat th6re is 
nothing against tbem but. prejudice; stiil it is 
certain^ that they can be no longer useful, when 
opposed by powerful princes ; but it is impoesi- 
,ble to make people hear reason npon this snb^ 
jeet, who have adopted a certiiin manner of 
thinkinor. 

AH this forms a labyrinth^ from whence we 
can see.no exit; and the best way we can t^ik^ 
is to be silent, and wait God's good time. When 
he pleases, he can enlighten their minds, and 
xnake them know bis intentions. 

The evil is, that the longer they are kept in 
suspence, the more they are inflamed. I am 
persuaded, Mons. the Count, notwithstanding 
all the talents which I know you possessed of, 
th^t you do not see an easy means of extricat- 
ing us out of this confusion. . We have to do 
with people who loudly exclaim against aH pro« 
, positions of accommodation ; and it is impos- 
sible tb say any thing to them, because they 
fancy tliem&elves to be inspired. 

Nevcfrtheless, I cannot help being greatly of- 
fended at some discourse that certain persons 

hold against CJement XIH. especially as it is 

* not 
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Bot permuted to speak a^^ainst the High Priest^ 
and we read in the Epistle of St. Jude^ that St. 
Michael darst not utter curses even against the 
J)evi], but iras content to say, The Lord rebnk^ 
iikte: Nan est ama% judicium inferra hla$phemtm, 
ad dixit : Imperii tibi Dominm* 

From hence I conclude; that the generality 
of men^ be their manner of thinking what it 
wtll^ bend Religion to their prejudiced. Some 
are great friends to the Religioa« Society wbicb 
H the subject of the present' disputes, while 
others are equaHy its enemies ; »»d the conse* 
^iMiice is^ that things are not seen as they ought 
to be, and that truth can no longer be fae^ 
mmidst the clamour^ of pa^ision. For my pKrt^ 
who always kept in the middle between the tw^ 
extremes of parties, and detest cabad and pre- 
jodices^ I think that the Pope can do notliing 
better, than under the guidance of God to es^ 
amine all the papers both for and against then^, 
as likewise all the inconveniences which resote 
either on the one side or the other, «nd then be 
-eat)' and ought to prOnoance ; for be is judge; 
and I never pretended that he was the simple 
Mioifter of the will of Princes. None but he 

who 



who establifthed a feligious onkr can destroy it ; 
but lie^bas so c)e%r a right, that it would be 
madness to dispute it with him. 
* What comforts me amidst all tfae»e erik^ is, 
that though the bark of St. Peter must alwaw 
be agitatedj the Lord likewise will support it, 
even in the midst of the greatest tempests.— 
Yoo aref sqrely more persuaded of these tiling^ 
tbdn any man ; you. Sir, who htt^re always 
made eternal truths the object of your medita- 
tions, and have seen whatever has any relation 
Co Religion With the eyes of the faith. These 
eyes, far diflFerent from those of philosophy, 
Mse us above this world, and give us to range 
in the divine immensity. Thene can be .no-» 
thing, therefore, so absurd, as to say, with ♦he 
modern philosophers that the views of Chris- 
tians are extremely limited. Can a soul be con- 
tracted io its ideas when it extends ita thoughts 
even to eternity, and, rising above the uni- 
verse, approaches to God himself, a- pure and 
immaterial spirit? 

In drawing a parallel between Religion and 
Philosophy, it will be immediately perceived, 
that the former gives a boundless extent to all 

the 
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the faculties 0f4.be soul; and that the latter 
contracts them within a very narrow circle* 
This world is the ne plus ultra of the philoso- 
phers of the present times ; but with the Chris* 
tian 'tis only an atom. The one makes it his 
happiness and his end ; the other looks upon it 
merely as a shadow which passeth away, and 
regardeth it only with . a glance of his eye.— 
This adores it, because it is his all and his God ^ 
thftt looks upon it as a vapouri which will very 
soon be dispelled. 

Do not reckon upon the Prelate ^^^^^ he 
is too bosyr 

If any change happens here, I shall be 
ready to acquaint you with it. Bat there 
miv^t be a terrible concussion for that to take 
place. I have the honour to be. Mens, the 
County &c. 

My compliments to M* the Abb6. 



LETTER 
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LETTER CXXI. 



To A PRELATE. 



jL OU have very sensibly obliged me by the 
services you have done the Reverend Father 
Aim6de Lambale;. He is a Capuchin for whom 
1 entertain a singular regard, on account of hid 
good qualities. He has the virtues of his pro«* 
fctssion ; tha); is to say,^he is humble^ gen^tle^ 
zealous^ and gives great application to preserve 
the rules of his Order in their full force. 

I expect 3'our return with impatience>. espe- 
cially as the subject of our conversation will be 
some people's readiness to talk^ and backward- 
ness to execute. 

Every day brings us somfe very extraordinary 
news, which the next day contradicts. When 
the spirits are in a ferment, and affairs of con- 
se<|uence are in agitation, every one sets up 
for a politician and news-monger; especially 
in Rome, where we have so many idle spe- 
culators. 

Some 
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Some have fears^ others have hope8> this life 
bekig oQly a succession of disquiets and desires. 
It was given out 3'esterday> that the King of 
Mables had marched some of his troops into our 
neighbourhood. 

St. Ignatius^ who was inflamed with zeal for 
the glory of God, did not foresee the strife 
which would one day be occasioned by his chil- 
dren. It is said, however, that he begged of 
God they might always be sufferers. If that 
be the case, he has certainly been heard ; for 
it mchst be allowed, that for some time they 
have andergone a number of calamities. I 
have reaHy been exceedingly aflfbcted by their 
misfortunes;— ^hey are ray brethren^. by the 
double title of men and monks : and if t^se 
ihingsare dont in ike green tree, what wiltht 
done in the dry ? — Quid in aridojiet ? 

You will no longer find your Director here. 
.We have buried him. '^'bis same Death, who 
generally comes without behig called, gives- ns 
no respite. Hie goes his rounds day and night, 
and yet we live in as much security as if we^ 
thought he would never come neat ns, 



I flatter 
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I flatter myself that you will bring me the 
little picture which I xeque&ted of you. De<« 
pend upon my esteem and friendship: it is 
all that I cau give you, but I give it amply^ 
being, &c. 

Rome, S3d April, 1768. 



LETTER CXXII. 

to the marquis xof caracciou. 
Sir, 

JL RETURN you a thousand thanks for the 
book you was so obliging as to send me, and 
which has for its title Les Dernier s Adieiix de 
la Marechale d ses EaficLnsr It is sentimental, 
and makes such lively impressions upon the 
heart, that I was very deeply affected with it. 
You should give it to us in Italian; and the ra- 
ther, as I look upon it to be a complete treatise 
on education. ir' 

I am sorry that you was not provided in time 
with all the interesting anecdotes of Bene- 
dict 
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diet XIV. You were too late in setting about 
that work. When it is intended to publish the 
history of a Sovereign Pontifl^ memoirs should 
be collected during bis life : every one is then 
eager to furnish them ^ but afler his death he 
is immediately forgotten, and frequently even 
by those men who are indebted to him for 
their fortunes. 

* Your literary pursuits are so beneficial to 
the public^ that I advise you to continue 
tbem^ provided they be not injurious' to your 
health. — Believe me to be, more than I can 
express, your aiFectionate servant, 

The Card. Ganganellu 



Rome, isth September, 176B. 



LETTER CXXIII. 

. TO THE AMBASSADOR OF ♦♦♦. 

JLF the affairs of Parma, like that of the Je- 
suits, were connected with the faith, Jhere 

could 
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coul4 be no temporising^ accommodation, nor 
capitulatioQ ; because the answer from the Pop^s 
to him vrbo would cban^ his faith, is^ You 
mmt rather die. 

One thing only is c^rX^itkf I am afraid that the 
kings v^ill at )4st do just what they please, 9,vd 
that we shall be forced to yield at 4 moment 
wfhenall submission may be rejected. 

Those times are now no more^ when raea of 
all ranks brought to Rome their yowa aiod tli^ir 
offerings ; yet, jvere she still in th^ sam^ situa* 
tion^ could 'sbe iponscientiously infringe upon 
the rights of kinga? A Pope ought undoubtedly 
to preserve all his immunities ; but not $o to* 
naciously as to hazard so dangerous ^ schism. — 
Nothing is so much to be guarded against as 
dividing the body of Christ's church. — Rome 
is the centre of unity, aod therefore, ought not^ 
for the sake of articles which neither affect 
morals nor the tenets of Religion, to provoke 
those who live in her bosom to separate from her 
communion. 

If, when the kings begin to complain of the 
Jesuits, the general himself had written to those 
monarcbs^ to &often their anger, and to desire 

VOL. II. I ^ that 
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that the offenders might be severely panished ; 
if the Holy Father himsetf had followed this 
plaiij the Crowned Heads might have been ap*- 
peased ; and I really think this affiair might 
have be^n brought to a happy idsue, provided 
a -reformation had been offered. But they were 
obstinate^ and still persist with the same perti- 
nacity to support the Society ; and this is what 
stirs up so many people against them. 

P. Pontaiti, General of the Carmelites, 
acted like an excellent politician when he 
wrote to the King of Portugal to beg that he 
>ould prevent his modks from trading to Bra- 
zil. He advised R. P. Ricci to take the same 
step) but that Father would not listen to his 
counsel. 

Where is the Sovereign who may not, in his 
own kingdom, either protect or expel such as 
offend him? I dare say, that the acting Mi- 
nister did not take this affair rightly, and did 
.not foresee all its consequences : thfy art Jine 
eyes that ue nothing. 

The example of Avignon, Beneyento, and 
Porte-Corvo, shews' us, that if there is not an 
immediate accommodation, some other places 

will 
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will be seized ; and thus insensibly we shall lose 
territories to which lou^ possession had givenus 
an indubitable right. 

Benedict Xl V. though timid, would have sa« 
tisfied the Kings in this crisis; and it is unfor- 
tunate that things are seen ia a different light 
by Clement XIII. whose piety we respect, as 
well as that of the Cardinal his nephew. I 
ventured to speak to him on that subject, and 
he was struck with what I said ; but some peo- 
ple^ who were interested in keeping up the opi- 
nions which they had suggested to him, imme- 
diately interposed, and gave him some specious 
reasons for persisting in his sentiil^ents. They 
said, that a Religious Order which had doneihe 
greatest services in both worlds, and had made 
an express vow of obedience to the Holy See, 
ought absolutely to be preserved ; and that the 
attempt to destroy it origincited solely from a 
batred to Religion. But they did not tellbim, 
that, as the common Father of the Faithful, he 
ought not to provoke the Princes who were 
mdst distinguished for their religiyn and qhe^ 
dience to the Holy See; nor did they tell him^ 

what might be* the result of a schism between. 

12 . that 
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that See and Portugal ; and that the Head of 
the Church should tremble, when a separation 
ii threatened which may have the most fatal 
consequences. 

" The loss of a small portion of territory is 
notning in comparison with the souls which 
may be lost by a schism. What a lesson would 
England afibrd to Clement VII; if he was alive 
at this day ! It makes one shudder with horror. 
Certainly the Sovereigns who reign at present 
, will never think of a separation ; but can we 
answer for those who are to succeed them ?^- 
Those measures which are apparently most 
pious, are not always most expedient. — A Pope 
is established the Head of the Church, that 
.he may root out as well as plant. The valua- 
ble books which the Jesuits have left us, will 
live after thefla. The Religious Orders have 
• not been gifted with infallibility nor indefectible 
Htj/ : if they were all to be abolished this 
day, the loss would be undoubtedly great; 
but the church of Jesus Christ would neither 
be less holy, les$ apostolical, oor less Respec- 
table. The Religious Societies are opon 
the footing of auxiliary troops ; and the great 

Pastor 
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Pastor is only to form a judgment when they 
are useful, and when they are no longer so. 

The Humiliars, and even the Templars^ did 
^ood for a time, because there has been no 
Order^ but what has edified^ especially at the 
beginning of its institution ; yet they were sup- 
pressed ndien the Kings and Popes found it 
Tiecessary.^ 

Certainly I must regret the good which the 
Jesuits might have done ; but I should much 
iBore regret the kingdoms that might have se- 
parated from us on their account. These Fa- . 
thefs themselves ought to* feel the justness of 
my reasonings ; and I have the presumption to 
tieU^VCj that I could make them acknowledge 
ity if I had a conference with, them, and they 
would shake off the prejudices which are at- 
tached to all conditions of life* If my frii^nd 
P. Timon6 had been~ their General, they might 
probably have still subsisted. 

This is tiiy way of thinkings though oTa Re- 
ligious Order myself ; and I would consent to 
tbe dissolution of my own Society, if (which 
God forbid I) it should become obnoxious to the 
resentment of the Catholic Princes. 

1 3 . ' Happily 
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Happily^ there are. some devotional Fanlasms 
by which 1 have never been dazzled. I weigh 
events according to Religion and equity ; and as 
these are two certain lights, I shall ever be de- 
termined by their direction. 

If there were no other interest in the Church 
but that of Jesus Christy all the faithful would 
wait in peace for the evenfs marked out by 
Providence, without engaging warmly eiither 
for Cephas or Apollos. But we are only 
guided by sensible affections; and because we 
have once known a Monk who has edified by 
his conduct, apd ^11 whose instructions have 
been excellent, must we therefore'con elude that 
we neither can, nor ought to suppress the Order 
of which be was a member ? — Is this to reason, 
or to judge? 

^ When we have neither seen the informa- 
tions nor the arguments upon which we should 
frame .a judgment, an attempt to pass sen- 
tence is absurd. Here 'is a great contest be- 
tween Kings and a Religious Order eminent 
for its talents and credit :-— when we do not 
know the motives from which they act, we 

neither 



^ANGANELLi's LETTERS. 115 

I 

neiiher can nor ought to pronounce an opi- 
nion. I say once more^ that I do nx>t assert 
that the Jesuits ought to be suppressed, but 
I think the complaints of the Kings should 
be attended to; and if there are strong rea- 
sons for it> that then the Order should be 
abolished, 

To this day we know not precisely the rea- 
sons for the destruction of ihe Templars, and 
yet there are people who already pretend to be 
acq^iainted with the motives for the suppres- 
sion, of the Jesuits. I "wish with all my heart 
that they may be able to justify themselves, and 
that there may be neither division nor dissolu- 
tion ;, for I have a soul truly pacific^ and inca- 
pable of haling any one^ more particularly a 
Heligious Order. 

I have the honour, tcf be, &Cc 

' Rome, S9 October, 1778. 
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LETTER CXXIV. 



TO THE JMARQUIS OF 



««# 



V7 E are now in the irtost critical situalion 
the Court of Rome was ever engaged in ! All 
Europe thundering against us, and iioforta- 
nitely we have nothing to oppose to this raging 
tempest. The Pope trusts in Providence ;* but 
God Almighty does not work rhiracles every 
time he is called upon ; nor can we expect that 
he will interpose his power^ merely that Rome 
may maintain a right of seignory ov^r the Duchy 
of Parma. ' 

In the Reman Catholic kingdoms^ Rome hus 
no administration but what is purely spiritual ; 
it is only in the Ecclesiastieal State that she has 
, any temporal authority ; and she .is even . in* 
debted for that to the concession of those Sove* 
reigns whom we are solicited to oppose. 

The Court of Rome cannot forget that she 
owes almost all her riches and splendor to 
France; and if ^he does remember it^how can 
«he avoid compliance with the desire of 

liouis 
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Louis XV. especially as he only asks those things 
which he has a right to exact ? 

I compare the four kingdortfs that princi- 
pally support the Holy See, to the carditial 
virtues ; France to strength^ Spaiii to t&nipie- 
I'ttDce, &c* / 

The Holy See thus defended, shews herself 
forik)idab1etohtei*enemi)es, aiidthen may\^'« say, 
Cadent d lattn tuo mille, et decern milKa d dex- 
if'ii tiiis ; ad te ttutem non appropinquabit.^ 

I own to you, my dear Sir, that I grieve at 
the sight of the dangers which iseem to threaten 
ubj, and \ most heartily pray,— "^Maj this bit- 
'' ter cup be put far from tis !" Not because 
tbey t^ke our cloak, and can take om: coat also ; 
but beca«i9e I dread a rupture, ^nd the multitude 
of evils which may follow, although Religion 
can ndveir pierish ! 

If the Holy Father, whose heart is parity 
itself^ would oA4y represent to himself the be- 
nevolent acts of the Freiieh Monarchs to the 
Holy See, he would not hesitate to comply i^ith 
the desires of Louis XV. touching the Duchy 

15 of 



^ A th^sand shall fkh at yonlr right, and ten ttiousand at 
y^hrieft ; and no ct4 ihall approach yon. 
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of Parma ; but you know that every thing has 
two faces, and that the aspect under which some 
people present this, affair to our Holy Fattier^ 
is absolutely contrary to the views of the Sove- 
reigns. 

He will find the necessity of retreating ; at 
leasts if the present Pope docs not, his successor 
must; which will be the more unlucky, as Cle- 
ment Xni. is a Pontiff endowed with piety 
worthy of the first ages of the Church, and de- 
swerves to be ]l>le8sed by all the kingdoms who ac- 
knowledge his authority. 
. The Sacred College might remonstrate to 
him ; but beside its being divided in sentiments 
about the affairs of Par ^ a and tbe^ Jesuits, the 
Pop^ will do nothing which is not advised by 
bis Council. 

I do not at all wonder that Cardinal **♦ 
should so warmly interest himself for the So- 
ciety and its General ; there. are very natural 
reasons for his attachment; but I am surprised 
at his being consulted in preference,' consider- 
ing that his sentiments upon the subject are aU 
ready universally known. In critical circum- 
stances oirly, the opinions of those who are to- 
tally 
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tally disinterested ought to be taken ; other* 
wise^ without intending, or even suspecting it, 
' w.e become partizans of a faction. 

It is our greatest glory to love only truths and 
to know her such as she is ; so many illusions 
assume her appearance^ that we are often de- 
ceived. Wben.an occasion prcs/ehts itself where 
we would see her without. a cloudy. we should 
divest ourselves of all we already know^ and 
sefek information as if we were totally ignorant 
of the.matter; taking the advice of those who 
see and judge without prepossession. 

Besides this^ we ought to have a irectitnde o^ 
intention^ by which we may deserve to obtain 
supernatural lights ^ for the Lord trietb oitr 
hearts and reins ; and if we are not animated 
with a love crf justice in our. researches^ he 
abandons us to our own blindness.^ 

I am^ in all the fulness of my hedrt^ &Ci^ 

■ Bom, 7tb Juaarjr,' 1769. 
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LETTER CXXV, 



TO A 1M0T«K- OF HIS OWI7 0°KDE&. 



]?, 



ROVIDENCE, in mising me to llie Cardh- 
iBalship^ haft n&t mlKte tm forget my otiginal 
lowlineM ; it is a view which is alwi^ys prcfsent 
tomei and I fiod it an exoelient preservatite 
«g«iinst every eoiotion of vanity. The digbity 
which J poseess, and to tvMcfa I was tiot l>or&^ 
has more thcirns than roi^> kind in that resem- 
Uts all euiinent stations^ 

I aid oftM 4ibltged to be of a coMrary opi- 
toioo to the person in the world whoiBi I respect 
most, and who de^rves all my ^ratimde.-^ 
It is the most cruel ttombat iii4t my heart can 
sustain. 

Charity, the inseparable companion of Truth, 
does not always speak the most pleasing lan- 
guage ; hut many people are deceived upon 
this subject, imagining that it ought to be al- 
ways gentle, and alwaj's complying:— in that 
case it would resemble flattery. There are cir- 

' cumstances ' 



cumstances whwe charity flames, lightens and 
ftiunders. Tlie Fathers of the Chtirchj, who' 
were' filled with this spirit, when they spoke 
with the most anxious zeal, spoke with the 
voice of charity. 

Wheti yon tirrite to thb Bishop of »•♦, 
mtike my most sincere COtnplimeiit'S 16 hhft, frtwi, 
tell him, thai erery method has been employed 
to bring aboat an accoitimodatioi); bdt to no 
purpose, God^for W€ odght never tto lose sight 
of him) will sooner or later make manifest' Ms 
teili: 

You restore irre to life, by telling tne tfeAt 
our common friend is likely to recover. His 
•understanding is of great ti%e to those who con- 
sult him. He has an excellent tbl^t fcft guid- 
ing the consciences of his penitents, without 
having the Irtlleness of the major ,part of Di- 
rectors ; for it must be owned, that many nren 
who direct, have need themselves o F being di- 
i'ected, as they are almx)st always ruined by t^'o- 
men, who pay them a reverence due only to 
their God. — They look up to their spiritual 
gnide, as if he in^as hi feast the Ardiangel 
Gabriel. It is undoubtedly right that they 

shoula 
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should have an esteem. for those ..they consult, 
and whom they bear as the oracle of tl\^ 
Law ; bat that esteem should not be carried to 
excess. 

They who have a continual enthusiasm for 
their Directors^ may be persiiaded that gome 
motives of. mere human nature have mixed 
themselves up with such an attachments 

What a surprise will it be for a number of 
devotees^ (who« believing themselves sincerely 
devoted to God, are only the worshippers of 
their Directors) when at the momei^t of their 
death they shall hear Ahat dreadful sentence 
pronpunc^ from the Supreme Mouth, ^' As I 
'*have not been the object of your love, depart^ 
I kfww jfounot :'* Disceditt nescio tes. 
, . This is what I have lon^ shuddered at, on the 
article of Directors. I could have wished that 
he who was formerly mine at Rome, and who 
died in the odour of sanctity, had made his 
manner of directing public. He was a man 
endowed with a large portion of the celestial 
spirit, who raised us above humanity, and 
wished to make us absolutely forget himself 

and . 
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and every object which did not attach us to 
God alone. 

We want a good book upon the subject of 
Direction in Italy. We have a multitude^ but 
they are only filled with comnipn-plaee. To 
compose such, a work^ it is necessary^ in. the 
first place^ to have the apirit of. God; and sch 
condly, an extensive knowledge of the butniiQ 
heart ; for it is incredible with what address va- 
nity and a thousand affections of the senses 
insinuate themselves at a time when we afje 
persuaded that our sentiments are subliraey^aod 
worthy the attention of the Eternals Hence 
springs the great difEculty iu judging of ouih 
selves. , 

I wish you every thing that you can desire^ 
because I kdow that you desire nothing but 
what is highly commendable; and I am your 
dearest and most affectionate servant. 

The Card. Ganoanelli. 
Cqstbmt Of THE Holt Apvstlcs. 
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LETTER CXXVI. 



TO COUNT DB ***. 



E are at I&^t "summoned to a Cons\atory, 
irfarcti is to determine afhirs of tfaie greatest 
importance. We are to deliberate open thos^ 
isnfortunate businesses that have embroiled us 
fdr a considerable time with the Catholic Powers. 
Probably, the Holy Father, finding at last that 
be is not in a situation to resist, will acqaiesce 
in the requisitions of the Honse ef Bourbon. 
He will at least lay the reasons of bis dissent 
before us for our consideration, and every one 
^\\l give his opinion. 

I wish to God they had followed thsit plan 
fettx the beginning ; But we do not often see 
the consequences of a troublesome affair till wfc 
ai;e,ei^gaged in it^ , 

I advise you to confer with ■ ; Rome, 

though renowned for polities, is not alw«iy;*^-» 
You understand me. 

The Ministers continue to make the most 
bitter complaints; and the interested parties 

in 
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in order to prevent things ftom being brought 
to a conclpsioo, fomi circainval}«tion&9 block* 

p.deB^ and Your own sense will tell you 

the rest. 

There is erery reason for presuxntng that 
France^ Spain^ and Portugal will^ &c<. 
' I will te|l you nothing, tf silence is imposed 
upovi me, dnd ciertainly you. will appDo^e my 
conduct. I will not, like the ]itt4e man ki 
question, expose myself to reproaches for hay- 
ing betrayed secrets. 

Beside the probity of a Cardinal, I have that 

natural rectitude which makes the essence or 
an honest map, and which is a double engage- 
ment to be discreet ; Ibut all of us will not be 
sufficiently so, for I suspect the affair will be 
instantly divulged ; and I shall not be surprised 
if tbe.wiriters of Ihe I>iUch Gazettes sbdukl ^e 
inforined of the whole. 

I _can. know nothing b^fote-feaHd^ beeause 
notfatttg trftuapires. The life which I lead here 
is of as dark a complexion as my habit, aqd 
cojise<|uetilIy I aqi not. to be found in those 
briiliaot circles where, great >news is the sub* 
ject of conversation, I only learn thi4igs by- 

tlie 
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the tn^ans of our dear Abb£ •' Bat does 

he kDow every thing, and always speak truth ? 
It is. not because he means to deceive but bis 
imagination, his vivacity, &c, 

I have again seen the flying post^-^^-^He has 
brought me the letters I expected ;— 'they con- 
tfiin nothing but wise reflections upon what I 
wanted to know. Adieu without ceremony^ as 
you desired. 



LETTER CXXVII. 



TO THfi SAME. 



JtxERE is quite another affair on our hands 
than the Consistqry I mentioned to you last 
post. The Holy Father^ on going to bed last 
night, was seized with a violent convulsion, ut- 
tered, a great cry, and expired. We were to 
have met as this day^ and to have drawn from 
^he alembie that which keeps all the Catholic 
t!ourts in suspence^ and has occasioned our 

being 
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being npon bad terms with them. Every one . 
.will reason drfierentiy upon his deaths which 
has happened so extraordinarily in the present 
circamstances. . . 

The*excellent qualities of the lale Pope; and 
the gratitude I owe to him^ make me sincerely 
lamept his death. Religion ought to compose 
' bis eulogy^ and bewail the loss. He made hiia- 
self triily i*especta6le- to ail who approached 
him^ by his most pleasing manners^ which were 
pure as his intentions^ and by a most incorrup- 
tible zeal : but I shall always say, that it was a 
pity he did not^view things in incir proper ligkt. 
. He has left some nephews deserving of the 
Jhjgb.est commendation for their excellent qua- 
lities, (especially the Cardinal, who is one of the 
biest men in the. world. 

The great difficulty now is, to know whq will 
be chosen. I pity him before-hand, and I do 
not think it is right for me to say to you, that 
it will be such or such-a-one ; for it is often the 
person who has been least thought of. One 
thing is certain, that I will not give my voice to 
any, but one in whom knowledge is joined with 
piety. A Pope, as Vicar of Jesus Chiist, ought 

to 
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be iospired with true devotion ; and as> a tem- 
poral Prince, to be possessed of a Jarge fufid of 
knowledge and sagacity. Happily, the Sacred 
College has many among its Members whom 
we may chose with propriety.- Pray that the 
Lord may inspire us, and give us a Chief ac- 
cording to his own heart, and the bear ts of tlie 
Kings. 

I have lately seen M. Mcfrefeschi : he is a 
Prelate that deserves to be esteemed for his 
knowledge and candbnr. 

The Oonclave will be now more tolerable than 
m itlMttk^r. Ii will make no great dkange in 
my way of life. It is only quitting one cell to 
go into another ,* atid if intrigues are formed, I 
protest to you I shall know nothing of tbeib, 
being the man in the world who medtfies thb 
least in party matters. 

You know my heart, and I need notl^ay to you 
that I am, 8cc. 

Bomb, 3d Februaiy, 1769.. 
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LETTER CXXVIIi; 

TO A MONK^ ONE OF HU FB,IEN2>S. 

JL AM going to the Conclave^ Pray to God 
that he may bless our intentions, and restore to 
us a calnij after so long a storm. 

I have been pressed to take ^ French Con- 
clavis*. Besides that I have a predilection 
for bis nation> he has some excellent qualities ; 
however, I will depend upon myself, that % 
n>ay have nothing to fear from his indisorer 
tion, if I should accept him, and be should bc^ 
inirlined'to blab* Secntum mehum miki ; My 
tecret is my own. 

Tell our Prelate that I could not answer his 
letter, but that I expect to see him ai the Cod^ 
vent of the Holy ApostleSj the day the Conclave 
breaks up. Minds are divided, but God can do 
what seemeth to him good, and it is his work 
that we ar^ to be employed in. 

Endeavour 

* A CardinaPs Secretary, while in Conclave. 
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£ncleavour to procure for me the book I 
spoke of, against the moment I recover my li- 
berty. Adieu ! 

I am always your friend and servant. 



Six m tbc Morning. 



LETTER CXXIX. 

TO MONSIONOH **.*. 

Jr OUR months are past^ ill which time I have 
not cxfsted either to myself or my friends, but 
to all the different churches^ of which, by the 
divine, permission, I^ am become the Head ; 
and to all the Catholic courts, several of which^ 
as you know, have very important affairs to re- 
gulate with /the Court of Rome. 

It was impossible to become Pope in more , 
litigious times, and Providence has perixiitted 
' the oppressive load to fall upon me. I hope 
that the divine grace, will support me, and give 

mc the strength and prudence which are' indis- 
pensably 
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pensably necessary ro govern according to the 
rules of justice and equity. 

I endeavour to take the most exact cogni- 
zance of the affairs which my predecessor left 
jme, and which cannot be finished but aft^r a 
long examination. 

You will do me a very great favour if you will 
bring me what you have written upon the things 
which relate to this subject, and trust them to 
myself alone. • * 

You will find me,- as you have always 
known me, as much a stranger to the grandeur 
with which I am surrounded^ as if I knew not- 
even the name ; and you may speak to me 
with the same franjcness you used to do formetlyi 
because the Popedom has given me a new love^ 
fior truth, ai^ a new conviction of my own no- 
thingness. 



Rome, 34th September. 



LETTER 
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TO A rORTUGOESE LOfiD. 



y. 



OU need not doubt of my having all pos- 
sible desife to unite, more closely than ever, 
tho^e tiea which were lately betw^eu the courts 
of Rome and Portugal attempted to be broken. 
J. know how intimate ^ connection hai always 
subsided faewoen these two powers, frori^ tiie 
earliost tii9e9» w^ shall be happy to place 
things 60 their old footing ; but, as common 
Father of the Faithful, and as Chief of all the 
Religious^ Orders, I shall do nothing until I have 
exaniined, weighed, and judged^ according to 
the laws of justice and truth. 

May^ God forbid that any human considera- 
tion sl>ould influence my decision ! I have al- 
ready a sufficiently severe account to render to 
God, without charging my conscience with the 
addition of a new crime ; and it would be an 
enormous one, to proscribe a Religious Order, 
upon rumours and prejudices, or even upon 

suspicions 
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suspicions. I shall not forget, that in rendering 
to Casar the things that are Ca$ar% I ought to 
render to God the thitigB that are God^s. 

I have already ordered a person to examine 
the archives of the Propaganda, andto procure 
forme the correspondence of my illustrious bro* 
t her and predecessor Sixtus Quintus with. Phi- 
lip II. Besides, I have required the beads of 
the accusation tob$ sent me, supported by such 
testimonies as cannot be rejected. I sbiall se- 
cretly become the advocate of thoi^e who^e ruitt 
is demanded of me, that I may seek every 
means of justifying them within myself, before 
I pronounce. ^ 

The King of Portugal, as well as the Kings 
of France, Spain> and Naples, are too religious 
to disapprove of my proceeding. 

Jf Heligion requires sacrifices, all the Church 
shall hear me, and - 

I wish it had been the will of Providence 
that I had not been reserved for such calami- 
tous times; for in whatever way I act, 1 shall 
make some malcontents ; I shall occasion mur* 
murs. and render mvself odious to a nuitiber of 

TOL. II. ' K ' ' peopte 
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people whose esteem and friendship I sincerely 
desire. 

I compare myself to one of the Prophets, 
whom God raised in the midst of tempests ; or 
to a soldier, who by his rank is exposed to com** 
bat^ and though his views may be only to peace^ 
yet by the post he holds^ finds himself obliged 
to act, whether he likes it or not. 

All is in the hands of God ; may he direct 
my pen^my tongue, find my heart ! I will 8ub«> 
mit to every thing, and I will do . every thing 
that ought to be done, without dreading the 
t:onsequenceSj &c. 



LETTER CXXXL 



TO A MONK, OME OF HIS FRIENDS. 

xF you believe that I am happy, you are de- 
ceived. After having been agitated the whole 

day. 



r 
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day, I frequently wake in the middle of the 
night, and sigh for my cloister, my cell, and 
my books. I may even say, that I look upon 
your situation With envy. What encourages 
zne is, that God himself has placed me in the 
chair of St. Peter, to the great surprise of the 
whole world ; and if I am destined to any im- 
portant work, be will support me. 

God knows I would give every drop of ray 
blood to have all pacified, that the whole world 
might return to their duty ; that they who have 
given offence would reform, and that there , 
mi^^ht be neither division nor suppression. 

t will not come to the last extremities, un- 
less I am impelled by powerful motives ; so 
that posterity at least may do me justice, in 
case the, present age refuse it to me. It is not 
that, however, about which I am anxious, 
but the Eternity to which I am so. near ap-^ 
preaching, and which is a more formidable 
prospect to Popes than to any of the rest of 
the world. 

I shall send you an answer to what you re« 
quire. You know that I do not forget my 

K ^ friendt, 
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friends, and that if I do not see them so fre* 
qnently as formerly, it is because business 
and solicitude stand Gentries over me; they 
are at my gale, in my chamber, and in my 
heart. 

Mention .me to my old acquaintance : I think 
sometimes of the astonishment they must have 
been in at hearing of my elevation. 

But more particularly tell him with whom 
I studied, that he did not prophesy well, when 
he told our companioiis that I should cer- 
tainly end my days in France. There is no 
appearance of that being ever realised, or I 
must be destined for something very extraordi- 
nary indeed, 

I am always your affectionate 

# 

Clement. 

At Castle Gandolpho. 



t % 
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LETTER CXXXII. ' 

TO B« P. AIMB I>B LAMBALI4E, GENBRAL OT 

THE CAPUCHIK5. 

X AM sincerely obliged to yoa for the prayers 
ivhieh yoa put up to Heaven for my preserva- 
tion. I have doubly need of them » as an in- 
dividual, and as Head of the Church. I share 
aU your pains and troubles, being convfnced 
that you suffer with a spirit of penitence, and 
in a manner agreeable to God* 

If you remain long at Paris, as I am afraid 
you must on account of your indisposition, yoa 
will have an opportudity of seeing M. Ddria, 
whom I love in the fulness of my heart, as'a 
Prelate ivho will one day be the joy and honour 
of the Church. I see yon in the mi^si of a 
world where there are great vices and great vir^ 
tues ; and where, by a particular Providence,, 
the zeal for Religion so eminent in his Most 
Christian Majesty^ and all the Royal Family, 
and the great piety of the Prelate who holds 
the see of Paris, bids fair to stop the progress of 
infidelity. 

KS ' Bring 
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Bring with you some French Monk^ whose 
knowledge will do honour to his nation in this 
country. 

The Dominicand thought prudently when 
they called to the Minerva your worthy coob- 
tryman T. Fabrici^ who will perpetuate the glory 
of the Order by his learning 

If your illness does not prevent you from 
going to see A^adame Louise, I beg you will 
tell her liQW much I admire the sacrifice she has 
made* Assure all your Brotherhood that I love 
tU^m sincerely in the Lord^ and that I exhort 
-them to live always in a maoner worthy of our 
Founder. 

I shall speak to Cardinal de Bernis upon what 
you desired me. Yon will have frequent inqui- 
ries made about him in France, for I know that 
he is (is dear to the French^ as he is to the 
Italians. 

I wish to see you again in good healthy for I 
am entirely your's, as before, 

(Signed) ^ Clement XIV. 

^OME, 3d April^ 1773. 
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CIRCULAR LETTER, 

TO ALL THE PATRIARCHS^ PRIMATES, ARCHBI- 
SHOPS ANP BISHOPS, ON THE SUBJECT OF HIS 
ADVANCEMENT. 

CLEMENT XIV. 



TO OUR VENERABLE BRETHREN HEALTH AKI> 
AY08TOL1CAI. BENEDICTION. 



Wi 



HEN we consider the duties of the ra-* 
preme AposUegfajp with which we have been 
clothed^ we sink under so weighty a charge, 
and compare our situation to that of a man^ 
who, drawn firom the repose of a calm retire^ 
ment, is cast into a tempestuous ocean, where 
he is on the point of being swallowed up by 
the waves. Bui it is the work of the Ijord^ 
and it it wonderful in our eyen. The inscruta- 
ble decrees of God, and not the counsels of 
men, have loaded us with the awful duties of 
tfae'Apostleship, when we were very far from en- 



K4 



tertainjng 
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tertainiiig any such thoughts. This conviction 
gives uis full confidence, that be who hath 
csrlled us to the painful cares of the supreme 
Ministry, will condescend to calm our fears, 
assist our weakness, and hear our prayers.— 
Peter^ who ought to be our mode), was encou- 
raged by the Lord, and rebuked for his want of 
faith when he thought he was sinking in the 
sea. There is no doubt but that it is the will 
of our divine Chief, who in the person of the 
Prince of Apostles hath trusted to us the keys 
of the kingdom of Heaven, and hath com- 
manded us to feed his sheep, that we put away 
all doubt of obtaining his aid. We submit our-> 
selves then, without reserve^ to Him, who 
is our strength and our help, resigning ourselves 
up 'to his power and truth. By bis goodness he 
will complete in us the work which he hath 
begun ; and even our lowliness will serve to 
Qiake his mercy shine forth with more lustre in 
the eyes of men: for if, in tljese wretched 
times, he hath resolved to accomplish some* 
thing for the good of his Church by the mi- 
nistry of so useless a servant as me, all man- 
kind will evidently see that he is the author and 

perfecter. 
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perfecter, and tbaPt to bim alone the glory oagbf 
to be ascribed. Bat the more pOwerfril the belp 
IS upon which we depend^ the more ought we 
to employ our efforts to co-operate with it ; and 
the more earalted the honour to which we have' 
been advanced, the more we ought to endea- 
TOur worthily to discbarge its duties. 

On whatever quarter of the Christian world 
we cast our eyes^ we perceive you^ our< vene- 
rable brethren, sharing with us in our glorious 
work ; and this view fills us with consolation. 
It is with the greatest joy that in yon we recog- 
nise our worthy assistants, faithful pastors, and^ 
evangelical labourers. It is therefore that we - 
are anxious to address ourselves to you at the 
beginning of our Apostleship. It is into your 
bosoms that we would pour the most secret sen- 
timents of our soul ; and if it appeiirs that we 
offer you some exhortations, and give you some 
advice, attribute them solely to our distrust of 
ourselves, anci think them -the efiects of that 
confidence which your virtues and filial love to- 
wards us have inspired. 

Firsts we pray and beseech you, our venera- 
ble brethren^ to pray constantly to God to 

K 5 strengthen 
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Btreogtben our weakness : render ns back this 
xeturn of tbe tenderness we bear towards you. 
Pray for oar wants, as we pray for yours; so 
that being mutually sustained, we may be more 
firm and more vigilant. Let us prove by tbe 
union of our hearts, that unity by which we all 
make only one and the same body ; for the 
whole church is but one building, of which thd 
Prince of Apostles laid the foundation here. — 
Many stones have been bound together for its 
construction ; but all rest tapen one alone, even 
upon Jesus Christ, in whom we are all united as 
his members. 

Being- charged, as his Vicar, with the admi- 
nistration of his power, we are raised by bis 
will to the most eminent situation ; but united 
with us as the head of the visible church, yoa 
Hre the principal parts of that same body* And 
as nothing can happen to us which will not af« 
feet you, so there is nothing that can interest 
you, but what must become an object of our 
solicitude. It is tber^fore^ that being in. per- 
fect agreement, and animated with the same 
spirit, which, flowing from the Supreme Head, 
diffuses life through all the members, we ought 

chiefly 
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ebiefly to labour^ thae the whole body of the 
church be sound aod intire, and neither con- 
tract, spot or wrinkle, but flourish by the prac-^ 
tice of every Christian virtue. With the divine 
^ help we may succeed in this, if every one, Ac^ 
cording to his power, wonld inflame himself 
with zeal in the care of ihe flock which is en- 
trusted to him, and apply carefully to guard 
them from seduction, to procure them goUd 
instroction, and the proper means of saoctifl«»> 
tion. 

There never was a time when it was more ne*^ 
eessary to watch for the safety of sonls«. Opi-> 
nions most artfully calculated for skaking the 
cause «of Religion are every day scatteired 
abroad ; and men in crowds allow themselves ta 
bc' seduced by a thirst after novelty. It is a 
mortal poison^ which insinuates itself into aff 
conditions, and which makea the most cruel 
Fftrages. 

My reverend bf^^tfen^ it is a new motive for 
cur labouring widi more ardour than ever, to- 
repress a madness which dares to attack the most 
holy law, and even to insult the Deity. 

Ka It 
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It is not by the help of humati wisdom tbat 
yoo will sacceed in this pious enterprise, but by 
the simplicity of the word of God, mor^ pierc- 
ing than a two-edged sword. You will easily 
repel all the attacks of the enemy ; you will 
easily blunt all his arrows, by presenting in all 
your discourses only Jesus Christ, and Jesus 
Christ crucified. He hath built his church, tbat 
holy city, and furnished it with his laws and his 
precepts. He hath trusted to it the faith which 
he came to establish, |is a deposit .to be reli- 
giously preserved in all its purity. It was his 
will that it should become the impregnableram- 
part of his doctrine and truth, and tiuit ihe 
gates of hell should never prevail against it. — 
Being appointed to the care and government of 
this holy city, our venerable brethren, let us 
diligently preserve the faith of our holy founder 
l^odj divine master, that precious inheritance 
which our fathers have trfinsmitted to us, in all 
its purity, that we may transmit it equally pure 
to our descendants. If our actions and coun- 
sels are conformable to the rule marked out for 

us in the holy scriptures; if we walk in the 

paths 
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paths of our fathers, which cannot lead us 
astray ; we liiay assure ourselves that we shall 
be able to shun every ialse step which is capable 
of weakening the faith of the Christian people, 
or in any point injuring the unity of the church. 
Let us onlj^draw from the scriptures, and from 
tradiUon, what it imports us, to know and ob- 
serve ; these are the sacred sources of divine 
wiseom ; and there we shall find whatever we 
ougbt-to believe and pracitice ; whatever con- 
cerns worships discipline, or manner of living/ 
is indttded in that double deposit. We shall 
there see the depth of our sublime mysteries, 
the duties of piety, the rules of justice and hu- 
manity* There we shall be instructed in what 
we owe to God, to the church, to our country, 
and. to our neighbour; and we must acknow- 
ledge that there is no law better than true Reli* 
gioo, to establish the rights of nations and so- 
ciety. The doctrines of Jesus Christ ha^e 
never been attacked without troubling the re- 
pose of the people, without disturbing the obe* 
dience due to Sovereigns^ and without scat- 
tering troubles and confiision all around^ 

There 
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There is such an idtimate uqiod between the 
rights of his divipe Majesty, and the rights of 
the kings of this worlds that when the laws of 
Christianity are observed, Sovereigtis are obeyed 
without regret, their power is respected, and 
their persons honoured. * 

We therefore exhort you, our venerable bre- 
thren, to inculcate to the utmost of yoor 
power, obedience and .submission to Sovereigns 
in the people t^at are intrusted, to your care ; 
for^among the commandments of God, this, is 
extremely necessary for preserving peace and 
good' order. Kings have been elevated to the 
eminent ranks they possess, only to. watch over 
the safety of the public, and to confine men 
within the bounds of wisdom and equity. They 
are the ministers of God for the observance of 
justice, and they only carry the. sword to exe* 
cute the vengeance of God, by punishing those 
tt^at stray from their duty. They are likewise 
the dear children and the protectors of the 
Church, and it is their duty to defeiid her rights,, 
and support her interests. Take care then, 
that you instruct even the children, as soon as 

they 
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they are capable of it, to preserve an inviolable 
fidelity towards their Sovereigns^ to submit to 
their authority^ to observe their laws, not only ^ 
from the fear of punishment^ but as a duty en* 
joined by conscience. 

When by your ze^I and application you shall 
have thus disposed the minds of subjects to obey 
their kings, to respect and love them in the 
fulness of tl^fur hearts, you *will then hi^ve la^ 
bonred efiectnaHy for the tranquillity of the 
people, and the good of the church; for the 
one is inseparable from the qther. But that 
you may infallibly acquit yourselves with suc- 
cess in that duty, you should join to the prayers 
which you daily make for the people, particular 
prayers for the king, that you may obtain from 
God their preservation and prosperity', and the 
gr^ce which is necessary to govern with wisdom 
^nd with equity. 

Thus, in labouring for the happiness of all 
niankind, you will worthily discharge the duties 
of your sacred ministry ; for it is just and 
right that the Pontiffs, \yho have been esta- 

m 

blished -for the good of man, in what, concerns 

the 
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the worship of God^ should present to God 
the vows of all the faithful, incessantly praying 
the Lord to support and establish him who 
watcheth for the public tranquillity^ and the 
preservation of all the people. 

It woulil be superfluous to remind you of aM 
the other obligations which the pastoral dignity 
imposes on you. You are already fully in- 
structed in 'all the duties which 4:he Christian 
religion requires, living happily in the practice 
of all the virtues : for you should never fail to 

' have Jesus Christ our chiefs the prince of all 
pastors^ before your eyes, and still endeavour 
to render yourselves as near a copy as possible 
of that perfect model of Charity, Holiness and 

' Humility. Our labours, our thoughts, cannot 
have a more glorious or more excellent object 
than Him, who being the brightness of his Fa- 
ther's glory, and the express image of his per- 
son, has been pleased to raise us to the quality 
of children of God, by adoption, and to make 
us co-heirs with himself. It is the way to pre- 
serve the union and alliance of men with Jesus 
Christ, and to imitate that divine model of pa- , 

tience, 
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tience, gentienfss, and humility. Wiierefore 
it is said.: Autnd upon a high mountain, ye who 
prtaeh the go$pei to Sion. 
' Ifyott have an ardent ' desire to conform to 
these duties, it is not possible bnt this holy ar- 
dour-must by sympathy communicate itself 
from your heart to the breasts of all nations^ 
and they become deeply inflamed with it ; for 
the example of the pastor has an astonishing 
virtue and power in moving the souls of the 
faithful intrusted to his charge* When they 
perceive that all his thoughts and all his actions 
are regulated by the model of true virtue ; when 
they see him avoid every thing which can reii^b 
of austerity^ fierceness, and haughtiness ; and 
employ himself only in works which inspire 
charity, gentleness, i^d humility ; then the^ 
will find themselves animated to iollow such an 
admirable and edifying example. 

When they are convinced that a pastor neg- 
lects himself to be useful to others ; that his 
principal delight is to relieve the indigent; that 
he comforts the afflicted, instructs, the ignorant, 
assists with his good offices and his counsels all 
those who stand in need of them ; andj in a 

word. 
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motd, that every thing bespeaks a perfect dis- 
position in him to saerifice his life for the salva-^ 
tion of his people ; theo each individaal, stmcsk 
with his TirtneS) and affected by bis example, 
will enter into himself, and correct his fanlta**-* 
Bat if a pastor^ attached solely to his own in^ 
.terest, prefers the things of this world to those 
of Heayeny how can he engage his flock to love 
God only, and to render services toNsach other i 
If be sighs after riches, pleasnres, and honoonr^ 
how can he inspire the <»>pt£iiipt of them? 
If lie is haughty, and inflated with pride^ 
how will he perstede them to be gentle and 
humble t '^' 

Since then you are charged, our venerable 
Brethren, to form the people according to- tbe 
maxims of Jesus Christ, your iirst duty is to 
live in the holiness, gentleness, and innocence 
of manners, of which he hath set us an ex- 
ample. You may depend upon it, you cannot 
make a proper use of your authority, but hy 
endeavouring rather to give proofs of your mo- 
desty and charity, than by displaying the 
badges of your dignity. Be assured, that if 
you acquit yourselves scrupulously of the duties 

imposed 
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iinpcMcd upon you, you will be crowned with 
glory and happiness ; and that, on the con« 
trary, if yon neglect them, yon will be covered 
with Bhane, and prepare for yourselves the 
greatest of all miseries. Do not desire other 
riches than to secure those souls to God, which 
be batb purchased with his blood c-^seek no 
ether glory than that of consecrating yourselves 
intirely to the Lord, to labour incessantly in 
extending bis worship, to set off tbe beauty of 
bis house, to extirpate vice, and cultivate virtue. 
Such should be the sole object of your thoughts, 
your desires, your actions, and yt)ur ambition. 
And do not think, our venerable Brethren, that 
after having passed a long time in these painful 
labours, there will remain nothing more to e|c<^ 
ercise your virtue. Such is the nature of our 
ministry, such is the condition of a Bishop, 
that be ought never to see an ^nd to his soli- 
citude and cares ; he can never give himself 
up to rest ; for they whose charity should know 
no. bounds, ougbt to admit no bounds to their 
activity. The expectation of an eternal re- 
ward is surely capable of rendering all our la^ 
hour light. 

Ah! 
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Ab! what can appear difficnlt to men who 
keep constantly in view the ineffable happiness 
which the Lord will share with all those who 
faithfally watch and increase his flock, when 
becomes to. ask an aqcount of their adoiinis- 
tratiaii! Beside this bope^ so sweet and pre- 
cious, you will fiod inexpres&iUe joy and con- 
solation in the very labours of an episcopal life« 
When God Almighty seconds our efforts, we see 
the people strictly united by the ties of reci- 
procal charity^ and distinguishing themselves 
by their innocencCj candour, and piety : we see 
a multitude of excellent fruits produced in the 
fields of the church, by pur watchings, fatigue, 
and cares. 

May we, our most dear and venerable bre- 
thren, by our unanimous and voluntary agree- 
ment, zeaV ^^^ application, revive in the time 
of our apostleafaip that i|ourishing state of re- 
ligion, and restore all the beauty it possessed 
in the first ages ! Ma^ we be able to^ congratu- 
late, and rejoice with you in the Lord ! May 
the God of mercy deign to support us by the 
help of his grace, and fill our hearts with wbat«> 
ever is agreeable to him ! 

In 
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In eestimoDy of our charity. We give you, 
with all possible Affection, and all the faitbfnl 
of yonr churches^ the apostolical benediction. 

' At RoME» 8t. Mart Major, tlie istb of December, m tbe 
Year 1769, mod the fint of our PontUlcate. 



LETTER 

TO HIS MOST CHRISTIAN MAJESTY^ 

LOUIS XV. 

UPON IRRELIGION* 

wV E know nothing more ^ropet to . kindle 
yonr zeal, than the motive which engages us to 
write to you. We do not purpose to speak at 
present ^of our personal interests, but those of 
Religion itself. If we are assured of your royal 
protection for ourselves^ we have much more 
reason to believe that you will not reject our 
present solicitations, which have no other view 
than |:he good of the church. 

. It is. the common cause of God and Cbris- 
tiaQity, which we at present plead before you, 

our 



214 BETTER TO 'LOUIS XV. 

our most dear Son in Jesus Christ. We see 
with the deepest sorrow^ the worship established 
bj the Supreme Legislator^ for a long time at* 
tacked by wicked men, who without ceasing> 
direct against it the sacrilegious arrows of their 
perverse spirits. It may be said^ that there is a 
genei^I conspiracy^ by the most audacious ef- 
forts, utterly to overthrow whatever is most ve« 
nerable or sacred. They, do not blush to pro- 
duce every day a crowd of writings, an ever- 
lasting monument of their folly, in order to 
destroy even the first principles of good morals, 
to break the bonds of all Society, and to seduce 
simple souls, by the fatal talent which tbey 
possess of successfully sowing these perverse 
doctrines. 

The astonishing rapidity of their progress 
persuades us, that there can be nothing more 
important, or more urgent, than to raise a 
mound to oppose this torrent* 

It is not sufficient to take all the poisoned 
works which issue from that horrid school, oat 
of the hands of the people ; the zeal of oar 
venerable brethren the Bishops must come to 
oar assistance ; that by uniting our strength) 

we 
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we may^ with one common accord ^ combat the 
different enemies of our Religion> and be 
avenged of the insults daily offered to it* 

We see with inexpressible joy, upon tliu^: 
occasion, that the prelates of your Majesty's 
great and flourishing empire, at present assem«r. 
bled in Paris for ecclesiastical, affetirs, Quiet, 
perfectly into our views, aqd that their pastoral 
solicitude engages them to employ every means 
of stopping the ravages pf infidelity. We have 
a perfect confidence that in labotrtng, as they 
will do, in the cause of God, they will receive 
abundantly the spirit of wisdom and strength. 
It iano small consolation to us, to see them ap- 
ply with so much zeal to the discbarge of such 
important duties. 

But if they have need of the protection of 
the most High, they have likewise a right to 
expect from you^ our most dear Son, the ne« 
cessary helps to assist and crown their la* 
hours. We therefore pray you, as much as in 
us lies, to favour them in whatever they do 
for the cause of Religion^ and to support them 
with vigoar^ Then'wiH they give effectual 

proofs 
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proofs of the zeal >vhich animates them, not 
only for the salvation of the Faithful^ but for 
the temporal Advantage of their country^ and 
also for your sacred person ; for Religion being 
the firmest support of thrones^ it is easy to 
retain people who obey God, in obedience to 
kings. 

Hence it is easy to be seen, that our cares 
and solieitnde do not tend less to confirm your 
royal authority, than to maintain the interests 
of God. Hvman societies are much more in* 
debtcd for their preservation and security .to 
the exercise of the true worship, and the stabi- 
lity of the revealed doctrine, than to the force 
of arms, or the abundance of riches. 

The true way of drawing down the most pre-- 
cious effects of the divine mercy upon your sa- 
cred person, and upon the princes and prin- 
cesses of your blood, is publicly to maintain 
the faith and piety in tbeir^ purity. By doing 
this you will shew }'ourself eminently skilled 
in* the art of reigning, that art by which your 
ancestors have always shewn themselves Most 
Christian Kings; and you will support your 

own 
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o\vD glory and theirs, by addiog the most striking 
proofs of your Religion to their example. 

This subject would no doubt require to be 
treated more fully; but the high opinion we 
have of your truly royal piety, makes us look 
upon a long discourse on this subject as super- 
fluous. 

In the 6rm persuasion that your Majesty wilt 
grant what we ask with equal zeal and justice^^ 
we pray the Almighty, by whom you reign, that 
he may long preserve you and your august fa* 
inily'; and we give you, with all possible ten* 
derness, our apostolical benediction. May it 
be a happy presage of the favour and happiness 
which we wish you I 



RoilE, 31st March, 1770. 
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To MADAME LOUISE, of France, 
CLEMENT XIV. 

TO OUR MOST DEAR DAUGHTER IN JESUS 
CHRIST, ALL HEALTH ! 

JLt seemeth to us that the most paiDfal I|bours 
of the Apostleship with which we bav(^ been 
clothed^ are become light and pleasing, since 
we have learnt your holy and generous resolu- 
tion. You could undertake nothing more grand 

'''nor more sublime than to exchange the pomp 
of a royal court for the humiliation of a reli- 
gious house. Whether we consider the pious 

' x;ondescension of our most dear Son in Jesus. 
Christ, Louis, your august father, and' most 
Christian King, who has permitted you to 
make such a sacrifice ; or look upon the precious 
advantage which must thence result to the 
Church ; we cannot contain our joy and ad* 
miration. 

Many thanks be rendered to God, the author 
of all good, that he has given us, in your per- 

• son. 
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son^ such a striking example to all princes, and 
all nations^ and" has designed to consecrate our 
Ponlifacate by so glorious an event. It is a sub- 
ject of congratulation for us, as well as for you. 
Ah ! how can we be otherw^ise than delighted 
with the view of the abundant riches which the 
Lord hath heaped upon you ; and with that all- 
divine strength which made you, after the most 
imiture reflectfons, embrace a kind of life which 
'tiiav be called a sketch of Heaven! None bat 
God himself could inspire you with such a ge- 
nerous design. You have learnt, by the favour 
of divine iUuminatian, that all the grandeurs of 
this world are only vapours ; all its pleasures 
mere illusions ; all its promises, arrant falW 
Iroods ; atid lastly, that the soul can only find 
peace in the pleasing exercise of the love of 
God ; and that you cannot reigti, but by serving 
h'lm alone. 

Now it is, that, in the port wherfe you are at 
present, sheltered from rocks and shipwreck, 
}t)u are about to enjoy the most delicious tran- 
quillity ; to taste, more than ever^ the holy and 
divine pleasures which are the inhteritance of the 
fi^iends of God» When we can triumph over 

L2 tb^ 
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the worldy we possess the greatest riches, in the 
inidfit of iadigeoce. We find true liberty io 
rejuouDcing ourselves; grandeur and glory in 
the depressions of the profoandest humility. — 
N9lhing is comparable to the happiuess of con- 
oentrating all our thoughts, and all our desires, 
in the bosom of God; to live with Him alone^ 
to be inflamed with the love of Him, and to 
have DO other hope but that of possessing Him 
forever. 

Hay your courage increase, our most dear 
daughter, in proportion as the grace of God 
has been plentifully poured upon you ! Perse^ 
vere, with all your strength, in the noble design 
which you have formed, of proceeding in the 
way of^salvation. Make that Being the con- 
stant object of your thoughts, whom you have 
proposed to love and serve all the days of your 
life; think that the recompence which is the 
object of your desires, is infinite ; and the fruit 
which you expect, incorruptible : By that means 
you will change ypur labours into delights, and 
you will taste before-hand the sweets of a 
Heaven to come* 

The: 
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The more we reflect upon, the generoas step 
which yoa have taken, the more we rejoice in 
the hope, that the brilliant example will pro- 
duce in many other people the desire of imi- 
tating it. You will not fail to call to mind that 
the King, your indulgent father, having sacri- 
ficed the pleasure be had in your society, that 
be might not oppose your call, you ought to 
employ evei^y means of testifying your grati- 
tude towards him. The only way to acquit 
yourself is, to pray continually to God, 16 make 
him happy in this life, and in that which is to 
cpme. 

Your zeal for the church, which is well known 
to us, together with youc respectful attachuifint 
to the holy see, are new motives of joy and 
consolation ; for we jire persuaded that you will . 
apply constantly to God for our particular wanta^ 
as well, as those of religion. We offer you in 
acknowledgement .of all these • good oflSces^ 
every advantage which you can expect from our 
paternal tenderness. Nothing can equal the 
extreme desire which we have to second your 
pious intentions, and to promote the fervour 
with. which you walk in the paths of virtue. 

L 3 And 
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And although we are perfectly convinced of 
jour zeal and perseverance, we will willingly 
give to your present or future Confessor the 
potver of softening your rule, and even of dis- 
pensing with it in every case where jour weak- 
ness canopt keep pace with your courage. Be- 
sides, we grant you, in virtue of our apostolical 
aiitbority, a full and intire indulgence every 
time you approach the holy table ; and to tes- 
tify our affection still more^ we grant the same 
favour to our holy daughters in Jesus Christ, 
your worthy companions, and make them 
participators with yoa in our apostolical bene- 
diction. 

Given vt RoMB, gth May, 1770, the fint year oC 
par Poptiiictte. 
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LETTER 
To His Most Christian Majesty, > 

LOUIS XV. 

OV TBB SVB^BCT OF HADtAMB LOUISJI 
TAKING THE HABIT. 

CUB MOST DEAR SON IN JESUS CHRIST, ALL 

HEALTH ! 

XT IS proper that'at tbe same time we write to 
our most dear daughter in Jesus Christ, the 
Princess Louisa Maria, to congratulate her on 
the greatness of her sacrifice, we pour forth our 
joy iolo the paternal bosom of your Majesty.-^ 
You have given us the greatest delight ; and the 
more so, as you have had the principal share in 
so remarkable and so splendid an action. But 
what fills our soul with infinite satisfaction, is, 
that after having applauded the generous pro- 
ceeding of your august daughter, you have 
shewn extraordinary courage, in separating 
yourself from her, notwithstanding th^ inesti:. 
mable qualities which rendered her so dear to 

L4 you 
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you ; and that as soon as you believed you 
heard the voice of'Rdigion, you stifled the call 
of nature, and have only seen a future spouse 
for Jesus Christ, in her who was ydur beloved 
daughter. Thus you yourself have opened the 
way to Heiaven to a pious Princess who desired 
with ardour to enter it ; and you have contri- 
buted, by your generous approbation, to se- 
cure her from the dangers which surround hu- 
man life, and the tumultuous waves which dis- 
tract it. 

I see her in the holy retreat which she hath 
chosen, teaching the. whole world that there is 
nottiing more frail, nor more vtun, than allihe 
delights and all the grandeur of this life \ ihit 
they are to be looked upon only as rocks> which 
.often become the lamentable cause of a malii- 
tude of evils, by opposing the acquisitjon of 
eternal happiness. 

The share which you have had in so pious ao 
action,, ought to give you the greatest coafi** 
dence in the prayers of your illustrious daogh^ 
ter; she will n^ver cease, to pray to God for 
your august person, your royal family, and your 

whole 
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whole kiogdom, and^ what should still more 
interest your Majesty, for the salvation of your 
soul. It is a powerful intercession which you 
have, obtained in the sight of tbe Almighty; 
and it much concern^ you to derive every pos- 
sible advantage from an event which Providence 
has permitted for your gixnl. 

We wish, in the fulness of our heart, that 
you would receive the testimonies of our aflec* 
tion, as the tender overflowings of the heart of 
a Father who dearly loves you, and who is no 
less zealous for your glory and happiness tliaa 
bis own. To convince you of it, we give you,^ 
our most dear son in Jesus Christ, in the most 
affectionate manner possible, our apostolical 
benediction, as an undoubted proof of the sin-« 
gular love that, 8cc. 

BouEf gth May, 1770, and tbe fintot 
our Pontificate. 
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A SECOND LETTER 

To His Most Christian Majesty, 

LOUIS XV. 

OTS TlU 8AMB SUBJECT. 

jAlFTER having congratulated yoor Majesty, 
by our letter of the 9th of May last; on the 
heroic courage with which the Princesa Louisa, 
your august daughter, is about . to embrace a 
religious life ; after having testified to her the 
fulness of our joy on the same subject; we 
cannot resist again expressing aur satisfaction) 
and transports we feel at the approach of such 
a sacrifice. Her zeal is so ardent> that sIh^ can 
suffer no longer delay, and she is inflamed with 
the desire of seeing herself clothed in the holy 
habit of the Carmelites, by the hands of our 
venerable brother, Bernardin, archbishop of 
Damascus, our Nuncio in ordinary to your 
Majesty. 

From the first news we received of her ge- 
nerous design, we recognised the spirit of God 

i^ctfng 
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acting in a most wonderful manner on the soul 
of this augojit Princess ; and we found our* 
selves affected witl) the strongest desire to go in 
person to perform the ceremony of the Festure, 
which our nuncio is to perform) and thereby 
augment the lustre and solemnity of so great a 
day. But the distance making it impossible^ 
we shall accomplish our desires in part;^ by 
charging our nuncio, our brother above-named^ 
with his august duty. He will seem to assist 
in some sort ourselves, and lead oUr most dear 
daughter in Jesus Christ to the nuptials of her 
divine spouse. We pray you to approve of the 
letters which we have addressed on that sub* 
ject to the nunqio who represents us ; and we 
persuade ourselves that you will acquiesce the 
more willingly^ as these dispositions have ro 
other motive than our zeal and affection for 
your Majesty. 

As a certain pledge of these sentimeiitSj and 
as a happy a presage of the divine blessings 
receive our aj^ostolicat benediction. We give 
it with all the tenderness of a father to you, 

L6 «M». 
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and to all yonr august children^ especially Jihe 
pious Princess who is the memorable subject of 
our gladness. 

GiTen at Romb, ilie isth of July, 1770> the second 
Year of our Pontificate. 



SECOND LETTER 

TO HffftAMfi LO«ISC, OF FRANCE. 

OUR MOST DE^R DAUOHllBR IK JESUS CURI8T> 

ALL health! 

jFxTlast the inost glorious and the most for- 
tunate day of your life approaches; a day on 
which> by the most sacred and intimate ties, 
you are to become the spouse of Jesus Christ 
himself ; and devote to him all your desires^ all 
your thoughts^ and all your actions. 

^ We were transported with j6y, and we ap- 
plauded your magnanimity^ from that moment, 
when, treading the vanities of the world under 
your feet, you renounced the delights of the 

most 
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most brilUant courts to confine yourself to the 
obscurity of the cloister^ and there to make trial 
of tbe most humble and most mortifying life : 
but your public profession^ by which you are 
about to make hearen and earth witnesjses of 
your generous sacrifice, t^ompletes pur joy.-*- 
Never forget that the Lord) by cafHing you from 
the bosom of grandeur to live under tbe riia^. 
dow of the Cross^ marked you with the seal 
of predestination. The higher the rank you 
held in the worlds the more is hi« goodness 
remarkable^ and the more ought your soul to be 
penetrated with love and gratitude. - 

All tbe festivals of this world have noCbing 
to compare with that great day, when, led by 
tbe inspiration of grace, you isbal} give yourself 
up intirely to Ood, and solemnly take him for 
your inheritance. 

Would to heaven, our dearest daughter, that 
it were possible for Us to assist in person at this 
august ceremony, to be not only a witness^ but 
likewise the minister of such an heroic sacri- 
fice! Nevertheless, although that happiness is 
denied lis, we will not fail to enjoy it as mudi 
as possible, by having ourselves represented by 

our 
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our venerable brother, the Archbishop of Da- 
niMcuSi our mincio ia ordinary. It was already 
by his bands that we clothed you in the sacred 
habit, and it will be by him that we shall re- 
ceire your sacred vows ; and that nothing may 
be wantipg for the solemnity of so great a day, 
ire charge him to impart to yon all the trea- 
sures of the Church. 

We do not doubt of your shewing every. 
sense of out paternal tenderness, by advancing 
more and more in the course you have entered, 
and. by the constant practice of all the virtues, 
•^more especially that of humility. It is from 
theace you will learn that you ought not to be 
vain, of anything, but that y6u hold, all from 
God ; that you ought coastantly to distrust your 
own strength, and not rely on your own merit, 
but on his Almighty grace only ^ believing^ 
at the same time, that you are capable of 
every thing in him who strengthens you, and 
never ceasing to have recourse to bis infinite 
mercy. 

These sentiments, deeply engraved on. your 
soul, will diffuse a, Christian modesty over your 
whole behaviour; and in the shadotv of that 

humility 
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humility^ divine love will take root in your 
heart, aod will produce fruit both useful and 
abundant. 

It is not by way .of advice tlmt we speak to. 
you in this manner, as if we thought you had 
need of it, but to render the way of ]ife ta 
which God hath called you, more precious ii^ 
your eyes. 

You will certainly make it a capital duty to 
testify, upon all occasions, the lively gratitude 
which you owe to your august father, who has 
loved you so tenderly, and. done every thing 
for you : you wUi pever cease to pray to God to 
preserve him, to prosper his kingdom and bis 
august family ; and, above all, to grant him 
eternal happiness. 

As for us, if we may be permitted to claim 
the rights which our aifliection intitles us tO| we 
conjure you to draw down upon our person, as 
your Father in Jesus Christ, the favourable at- 
tention of the Lord,^ and to pray continually 
for the church intrusted to our care. And now 
that ybu are more intimately attached to her^ 
you ought to interest yourself more than ever 
in what concerns either her advantage or 
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glory. On your part, yoo may be persuaded 
that we will continually beg of God to bless your 
pious resolutions, and that you may increase 
more and more in fais holy love. 

Receive, as a pledge of our paternaraffec- 
tion^ our apostolical benediction ; we give it 
with all our heart to you, and likewise to all 
the Order of Carmelites, with whom you are 
about to be associated for ever. 

Given at Romb, at St. M aet-MajoR, under tbe FisBiir 
man's Ring, the i4th of Avgust, 1771, and tlw €tML 
Tearof our Pontificate. 



LETTER 

TO MONSIONOR BERKARDIN GIEAULT, ABCH- 
BI8HOF OF DAMASCUS, HUKCIO TO HIS 
HOST CHRISTIAN BCAJBSTY. 

TO OUR VENERABLE BROTHER, HEALTH AKI> 
APOSTOLICAL BENEDICTION i 

JLt has been represented to us^. that the Prin- 
cess Louise-Marie of France^ our most dear 
daughter in Jesus Christ, retired to the monas- 
tery 
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tery of the bare*footed Carmelites of St. Denis, 
desires with the most lively ardoof to embrace 
their holy institution, and that in order, more 
fully to satisfy her devotion, she is to. receive 
the habit at your hands, as being Superior of 
ibe Order, 

When ve think of that Princess, born in the 
joiidst of the delights and grandeur of the. most 
brilliant court in the world, devoting herself to 
the most austere and retired life, we cannot help 
admiring, and at the same time acknowledging 
the impression of the Holy Ghost, so as to say, 
' It is a miracle of the Most High/ We are so 
deeply penetrated on this occasion^ that to ac« 
cord with the inexpressible sentiments of the 
zeal with which we are animated, and the joy 
which transports ns, we charge you to perform 
this ceremony in our name. 

Therefore, to give to ihis holy and celebrated 
office a]l the lustre which it merits, and all the 
Solemnity of which it is susceptible, we spe- 
cially depute and delegate you, our venerable 
brother, to act for us in our place. 

This interests nS the more /deeply, as we 
shall believe we are there present, to see with 

our 
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our own eyes with what boly transports oar 
most dear daughter in Jesus Christ will unite 
herself^ with all her hearty lo her heavenly 
hoftbami. 

Besides this, as we are desirous lo angmenV 
and render more complete, the general satis- 
faction of the order^ by giving to all those who 
compose it the spiritual treasures of the church; 
We, out of free benevolence, giant pie* 
nary indulgence to all the bare-footed Caraiie- 
lites of the kingdom of France^ who, on ,tbe 
day the Princess takes the habitj shall partake 
of the Sacrftments of Penitence and the Eu- 
charist, and implore the mercy of the Almighty 
for the exaltation of the Holy Catholic Churchy 
for our most dear Son in Jesus Christ Loais 
Most Christian King of France, for his chil- 
dren^ for the royal family^ and particularly for 
the Princess who is at present the subject of our 
joy, and who is to begin her noviciate »n the 
most austere and sacred state ; that new grace 
may be heaped upon ber from day to day y that 
she may become more the ornament of her or- 
der by the regularity of her life, than by the 

splendor of her name.--*And you, our vene« 

rable 
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rable brother, we desire you diligently 10 iii- 
form all whom it may concern^ of the salutary 
favour with which we are willing to gratify 
them : and for a proof of our pontifical good will^ 
"we give you, &c. 

ROMB, I8tb Jaly, 1770, tlie lecond 
Year cf ow Po»tificftte. 



LETTER 
To His Most CHRISTIAN MAJESTY. 



> E 



c'ua Most dear sok nx jesus christ, 
ALL health! 



VERY time we think of your illustrious, 
daughter^ Louise->Marie of France, wht> in Jesus 
Christ 18 likewise ours^ we bless God that he 
hath so inspired her. — We have constantly be«> 
fore our eyes the great example which she sets 
to the world ; an example which will do honour 
to this age, and will be the admiration of poste- 
rity. Tlie nearer the moment of the sacrifice 
approaches, the more we redouble our pr^ers, 

and the more we desire to declare to you the 

sentiments 
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•entimenu which attach ut to your person^ by 
rendering the tribute of praise which is doe 
to yoD for the part you have taken in this 
grelkt events of which the Church is to be the 
witness. 

Undoubtedly you could not do better than 
secure to yourself a support in the prayers and 
TOWS of her who is totally devoted to your per- 
son^ and is intirely agreeable to God. In this 
your wisdom is as eminent as your Religion ; 
and that persuades us^ at the same time^ that 
by the divine goodness you will reap the 

^iiulal aavancage iroi^ SO ft;vcur::b]: ^h ereatt 

We congratulate you with all our hearty and 
applaud ourselves^ because the union with our 
most dear daugbter in Jesus Christ will become 
more strong than ever. Our greatest desire 
would be to tie these knots still more closely^ 
by presiding at the ceremony which we see ap- 
proaching, and receiving in person she most 
solemn vows which the most lender piety can 
pronounce. 

We are the more penetrated with this thought| 
us it would be a most happy occasion of con- 
versing with you, of embracing you^ and shew- 
ing 
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ipg you in our eyes, and on our countenance^ 
the sentiments with which you inspire us.— ^ 
Then our paternal tenderness and our pastoral 
charity shining forth , would assure you in the 
strongest manner of our intire affection* But, 
i^as! we are so unfortunately situated, as to 
have that satisfaction only in idea. 

As to any other advantages, we have endea- 
Toured to procure them, notwithstanding our 
absence ; having chosen our venerable brother 
the Archbishop of Damascus to supfdy our 
place, and given him the most special and 
extensive powers for that purpose, as we be- 
fore didy when we gave him commission to 
represent us at the ceremony of taking the 
habit. 

Being informed that your Majesty then ap- 
proved of the manner in which we regulated 
the ceremony of giving the habit to our august 
Princess, we flatter ourselves that you will 
equally approve at present of the same dispp* 
sitions. 

We earnestly pr^ay you, then, to join in our 
views, with your usual goodness, and afford us 

the 
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the consolation to see our place supplied by our 
fepfesentative. 

Receive, as the best proof which we can give 
of our attachment, our apostolical benediction, 
which, as a pledge of all the benedictions of 
heaven^ shall extend to your august race, and 
over your whole kingdom, if- our prayers are 
heard. 

Giveii at Rome, at St'lVlAaiE-MAJOR, under the f ibher- 
MAirVRiNG, tbe T4th of August, 1771, tlie third Year 
of our Pontificate. 



LETTER 

TO THR DUKE OF PARMA. 

I.T would be very difficult to express all the 
satisfaction which your letter gave us, in which 
we find sentiments of the most tender affection. 
We are the more happy at present to receive 
such marks of your friendship, as we have al- 
ways been most singularly attached to you, and 
have never ceased to interest ourselves in what* 
ever could concern you. 

We 



DUKK OP PARMA. 439 

We congratulate ourselves, at the same time, 
on your having received, with all possible 
good-will, the testimonies of our friendship, 
(on accQunt of the illustrious offspring that^ 
will one day be the heir of your virtues, and 
the proof of our acknowledgodents for the zeal 
with which you laboured for our reconciliation 
with his Most Christian Majesty. By it you 
have completed the proofs of your piety to» 
wards the Holy See, and have taken a step 
equally glorious and meritorious. The media- 
tion which you have employed with our dear 
sons in Jesus Christy the most virtuous kings 
your grandfather^ uncle, and cousin, to engage . 
them to erase from their minds, every trace of 
old misunderstandings, and to restore to ui the 
domains of Avignon, Benevento, and Porto 
Corvo, cannot fail to be most effectual. You 
do us justice in being convinced of our ex- 
trenie love for peace and concord, particularly 
^'ith the august House of Bourbon, which has 
always deserved so well from us, from the chair 
of St. Peter, and the whole church in general. 
We never doubted that the Religion end wisdom 

of 
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of these Sovereigns would inspire them with the 
same pacific sentiments which we cherish in oar 
own breast. Your royal virtues and the ailec- 
tion which your august relations most reason- 
ably bear to you, inspire us with the strongest 
hopes from your mediation. They will join 
with more seal to second your goodinlentions, 
when they see peace and harmony^ restored 
from the same source from whence the misuo- 
dej^tandipg afid disagreement proceeded. In 
return, we will seize every opportunity of 
proving to yoU;, in the mo3t distiaguished man- 
neri our gratitude and a£Fection. 

With all the tenderness of paternal affection, 
we give our apostolical benedictibn to you, as 
likewise to your virtuous spouse, and to your 
dear aew-bprn son ; and we pray the Almighty 
God that you may increase in virtue from day 
to day, and acquire that glory which he hath 
reserved for the elect. 
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LETTER SECOND. 

TO THE DUKE OF PARMA. 

JiiS soon as we were informed of the pains 
yoQ had taken to reconcile us with the kings, our 
most dear sons in Jesus Christ, and restore to the 
Holj See its-ancient possessions, we resolved to 
render to . you our nio^t sincere thanks. Now 
that your wisdom has completed this great 
work, we must publicly proclaim our joy and 
gratitude. We assure you that we will never 
forget this generous proceeding, which has pro- 
cured u^ such signal advantages ; and that the 
paternal tenderness which we have for you, is 
equal to your great virtues. We therefore pray, 
in the fulness of our heart, for whatever can 
contribute to your glory and happiness. The 
Marquis de Lano, to whom we are tenderly at- 
tached^ on account of his merit and services to^ 
us, has doubtless declared to you what our sen- * 
timents are with regard to you. It is to con- 
firm them more and more, that we Continually . 
pray to God to second, by the abundance of bis 
vpL. II. M . heavenly 
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heavenly gifts, the apostolical benediction with 
which we salute you as the most certain pledge 
of our affectioBj &c. 



BRIEF 

,T0 OtrH DEAR SON PETER FRANCIS BOIXDIER, 
AT PRESENT S0PERI0R-6BNERAL OF BE- 
KBDICTINES OF THE CONGREGATION OP 
ST. MAUR, AND GRAND PRIOR OF THE 
ROTAL ABBEY OF ST. DENIS. 

CLEMENT XIV. 

to OUR DEAR SON, HEALTH AND APOSTOLICAL 

BENEDICTION ! 

Jl our letter, dictated by respect^ attach- 
ment, and most tender love, evidently proves 
the joy which you and your congregation felt 
ypon our elevation to the Sovereign Pontificate. 
Your sentiments for the apostolical chair were 
already known to us^ and the new testimonies 
which you give ' us of them^ were not wantdd 
to persuade us of your attachment to the 

Holy See. . 

We 
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We have likewise been very sensible of the 
demonstrations of zeal^ to which you and yoar 
congregation have added a new value, by pray- 
ing the Father of Mercies to support and for- 
tify our weakness^ by his powerful help, in 
the administration of such an important em- 
ployment. 

As to the judgment which you have formed 
of Us, We see nothing but your indulgences 
your filial love, and the ardent zeal with which 
you are animated for Us. On Our part, We 
exceedingly desire to have some opportunity of 
testifying all the good-will we bear towards you, 
and those who are submitted to your care. In 
the mean time, as a pledge of our paternal ten- 
derness. We give to you. Our dear Son, and to 
your Brethren^ with the fullest effusion of Our 
heart. Our apostolical benediction. 

Given at Rome, at St. Marie-Major, under the Fisher- 
man VRing, the 11th of Angust, 1769, and the first 
Year of our Pontificate. 

BENEDICT STAY. 



\ 
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TO OUR DEAR SO^ BonDAERt, P RIOR-GENlK 
RAL OF THE ORDElt 01^ GVILLELMlTES. 

CLEMENT XIV. 

TO OUR DEAR SON, HEALTH AND APOSTOLICAL 

BfNEDICTION^! 
« 

JL HE joy which you testify at Oar advance- 
ment to the Sovereign Pontificate^ agrees with 
the attachment whicli your Order has a long 
time had for tJs. We do not doubt of your 
adding to those exterior proofs of your zeal» 
the assistance of your prayers to Dod that he 
will deign to help our weakness ; and therefore 
we at present request the continuance of them, 
as thelfffect of your charity for Us. As to our 
sentiments with regard to you, the instances 
which we have formerly given of our good-will 
towards you, sufficiently shew what you may 
expect. Be assured that our new dignity, far 
from lessening that good-will, has rather in- 
creased 
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creased it ; especially after the testimony you 
have given Us, that having carefully visited 
the monasteries of your Order, you have found 
them obedient to the rules of their institutioo* 
This assurance on your part has given us the 
greatest pleasure;— it redoubles the tenderness 
which we have for you ; and to give you' a 
pledge of itj we grant to you. Oar dear Son, 
and to all the Order intrusted to your care, 
with all the effusion of our heart. Our aposto* 
lical benediction. 

Given at Rohb, at St. Mart Major, under the Fibber- 
marVRing, the I4th of Augnst, 1771, the third Yeac 
of ovr Pontificate* 



M 3 SPEECH 



246 SPEECH IN THE 



SPEECH OF CLEMENT XIV. 

IN THE SECRET CONSISTORY, HELD THE 21ST 

SEPTEMBER, 1770. 

ON. THE SUBJECT OF THE RECONCILIATION ^Of 
PORTUGAL WITH THE COURT OF ROME. 

J.r seems, our venerable Brethren, that Provi- 
dence ha(h chosen this day, the twenty-fourth 
of the month, for me to notify to yon the great 

event on account of which we are assembled in 
this place ; this day, which is the anniversary 
of ray arrival in Rome ; of m}' advancement 
to the purple, however unworthy of the ho- 
nour; and I am to announce to you a full 
and entire reconciliation with the Court of Por- 
tugal. 

We have just received the most sincere and 
the most eminent proofs of the submission and 
zeal of his Most Faithful Majesty :— they 
have even surpassed our expectation. The cor- 
resjpendence and attachment ytrhich had ever 
before subsisted between us and that crown are 

not 
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not only again renewed^ but likewise confirined 
in such a manner that they have acquired new 
strength. 

When we forefold what has just now hap- 
pened, we founded our hopes upon ^the faith 
and piety of our most dear Son in Jesus Christ, 
v^fao at all times has given the most unques- 
tionable proofs of his zeal for the true-Religto^. 
The day we were informed of his reconciliation, 
increased the glory and advantage of the Holy 
See, by filling us with consolation and joy. — 
There is, therefore, nothing which we ought 
not to undertake to testify our acknowledgments 
to his. Moat Faithful Majesty, and no wish 
which we ought not to form for his preserva* 
tion^i and that of Marie-Ann-Victoire, his au-^ 
gust and dear spouse^ who rivalled him in her 
gfeat zeal to bring about this accommodation. 
The Count d'Oyeras, Secretary of State, is 
equally deserving of our gratitude and praise ; 
artd we ought not to forget the Governor of Al- 
mada. Minister Plenipotentiary with us ; whom 
we have often heard, with the greatest joy, 
declare to us the pious aud laudable sentiments, 
of bis Most Faithful Majesty. As there is no 

M4 method 
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mcutbod more proper to acquit onrselves of our 
latitude to a Prinice so deserviog of praise^ 
than to pray God to prosper him ; let us b^ 
of him coQtinually to grant us that great 
favour. See, 



SPEECH OF CLEMENT XIV. 

IN THE SECRET CONSISTORY^ BELD THE 6ih 

JUNE, 1774, 

Upon the Death of LOUIS XV. 
Venerable Brethren^ 

vV OULD any thing have consoled us in the 
midst of our painful labours^ it was our know- 
ledge, of the rectitu'de of intention and attach- 
ment to Religion, as wejl.as to odr own person, 
so eminent iji Louis^ the Most Christian King; 
but alas ! that consolation becomes now the 
subject of the deepest sorrow. Oar life has 
been ^ state of affliction ever sioce we heard 

of 
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of his death ; an evetil truly fatal, and the 
consequence of a most cruel .disorder. We ' 
are the more deeply affected^ as we have lost 
him in that moment^ when he bad given us 
the most conspicuous proofs of his justice^ 
magnanimity, and tender affection towards us^ 
and the Holy Apostolical See. And what af- 
flicts us yefe mbre^ isj that we cannot now ac- 
quit ourselves towards him^ but by our tears 
and our regret 

Nevertheless, let us adore the decrees of' 
Divine Providence ; and in submitting to the 
will of the Almighty, upon whom the fate of 
kings absolutely depends, let us acknowledge 
that all is directed by his wisdom,, and for bis 
glory. 

Nothing but this resignation to the. divine^ 
vrili can lesson our sorrow. We' no sooner 
heard the danger with which the king's life 
was threatened, than we addressed our most 
fervent prayers to heaven^ to obtain his reco- 
yery^ ' All France united their supplications^ 
with oars, and all the Royal Family, shedding* 
torrents of tears, acquitted themselves of the 

M ^ same 
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same duty ; particularly our most dear daughter 
in Jesus Christy Marie-Louise of France, who 
from her holy retreat raised her pious- hands 
towards Heaven, and gave vent to the deepest 
sorrow. 

If our vows have not been heard, we have at 
least a lively hope that our prayers may be 
useful for the repose of his soul, and procure 
him eternal glory. 

Our hope is founded upon tlie love which 
he always professed for the Catholic Religion ; 
his attachment to the Holy See ; his good in- 
tentions towards us, of . which he gave us 
proofs to the last moment; and lastly, upon 
the sincere repentance which he testified in 
presence of his whole Court, begging pardon 
of Grod,'and his kingdom, for the errors of 
his life, and desiring to live on)y to repair 
them. ) 

The same prayers which we have put up in 
secret fer the repose of his soul. We shall put 
up also in public : yet ilist shall not hinder us 
from reo^embering him before God, to^the last 
hgur of our life« 

It 
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It is requisite upon this occasion. to declare 
to you^ Mr venerable Brethren, thisit Louis 
AogustuSj our most dear Son in Jesus Christ, 
grandson of the late King, succeeds to the 
estates and kingdom of his grandfather, inhe- 
riting, at the same time^ all the heroic virtues 
of the august House of Bourbon. 

We already know his zeal and attachment to 
Religion, as well as his filial love towards us» 
His pathetic letters filled with affection, joined 
to the fame of his excellent qualities which, 
afrc eJvery wfaene published, are the moat con- 
vincing proofs how well We have founded our 
expectations. We have nothing more at heart 
than to answer, as jnuch as we possibly can^^ 
such laudable sentiments. 
' We at the same time inform you, that our 
venerable brother Francis-Joachim, Cardinal 
of Bernis, formerly ambassador from the late 
king to our person, hath been continued -in the 
same character by his credentials, -which hie 
hath presented to us. In shewing you our 
perfect satisfaction upon that subject, we ob- 
fierve yours to shine forth; knowing that you 

M 6 ar« 
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^ are persuaded, as well as we, that he is a most 
faithful interpreter both of the king^s inten- 
tions and ours^ in order to preserve a happy 
harmony. 

Let us by our most ardent prayers conjure 
the Almighty, from whom kings hold their 
crowns and kingdoms, to shed bis most abun- 
dant blessings upon our most dear son in Jesus 
Christ, Louis^Augttstus of France, that in the 
course of his reign he may enjoy all prosperity, 
and live in such a manner as to be useful to the 
cause of Religion, and adrautageous to the il- 
Imtrious French natiop. 
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BULL 
FOR THE UNIVERSAL JUBILEE, 

IN THE YEAH M^DCC^LXXV. 

OlEMENT, BitftiDp, Servant of tbe Servadts 
of Godj ta a]i the Faithful in Jesus Christj to 
whom these letters shall come. Health and 
Apostolical Benediction. 

Jesus Christ our Lord, the Author of our 
Salvation^ not satisfied with procuring to man, 
by 1iis death and passion, a deliverance from 
the old slavery of sin, a return to life and It* 
berty, an exaltation to the sublime title of Co- 
heirs to his glory, and children of God ; has 
added to all these favours one infinitely pre-^ 
cious, and destined for those, who, drawn aside 
by human frailty, and their own perverseness^ 
have unfortunately forfeited the right they had 
to the divine inheritance. By the power to 
remit sins, which he gave to the Prince of 
Apostles when he intrusted him with the keys 
of the kingdom of Heaven, be has prociired to 

sinners 
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sinners a means of expiating their 'transgres- 
sions^ of recovering th^ir first innocence^ and 
receiving the fruits of redemption.. As it is tbe 
only means they possess, who have deviated 
from the law of the Lord, to re-enter into 
friendship with God^ and to attain eternal sal- 
ration, the successors of St. Peter, the heirs, 
of his power, have never had any thing more 
at heart than to summon all sinners to the di- 
vine source of mercy, to offer and promise par- 
don to true penitents, and to invite even those 
who are held in heavy chains of sin to the hopes 
of remission. 

Although the exercise of a doty of tliis im* 
portance, so necessary for man's salvation, has 
never interrupted the cares of their Apostolical 

' Ministry ; they have nevelrtheless judged proper 
to chuse and fix, in the course of ages, certain 
remarkable periods for engaging sinners to 
soften the divine wrath, to embrace penitence 
as the only plank which remains after ship- 
wreck ; and that by the hope of a more ample 
harvest of graces and pardon^, and by the public 

• and general liberty, to share the treasures of in- 
dulgence of which they are the depoisitaries — 

And 
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And that no generation might be deprived of 
the precioas advantages attached to these times 
of relaxation, they have fixed the return of 
every twenty-fifth year as the year of Jabilee, 
the holy year, the year of grace and remission, 
which they have x)rdered to be opened in the 
city which is looked upon as the centre and seat 
of Religion. 

We then, in conformity with so salutarj* a 
custom, and one of these privileg^'d years 
being at hand, are anxious to announce it to 
aNofyou, our dear children, who are united 
in the profession of the same faith with us, and 
the holy Roman Catholic Church ; and we ex- 
hort you to labour for the good of your souls,* 
and to profit by such means of sanctification as 
may be most eifectual. We offer you a share 
af all the riches of the divine mercy and cle- 
mency which have been intrusted to us; and 
chiefly of those which have their origin in the 
blood of Jesus Christ. We will then open to 
you all the gates of the rich reservoir of Atone- 
ment derived from the merits of the Holy Mo- 
ther of God, the holy Apostles, the blood of 
the Martyrs, and the good works of all the 

Saints, 
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Saints^ so great and sincere is oar desire to fa- 
cilitate to you the recovery of peace and recon- 
ciUation. 

Now^ QOtfaiDg contributes more than the 
mukitude«of helps which may be expected from 
the Comnunion of the Saints. United to their 
august society^ we' with them compose the body 
of the Churchy which is one indivisible> and 
that of Jesus Christ himself, whose blood pari- 
fies us, enlivens us, and put» us in a condition 
to be useful to one another. For to give more 
lustre to the immensity of bis love and mercy,, 
to render more sensible the strength and infinite 
efficacy of his passion, and his merits ; the Re- 
deemer of mankind bath been pleased to dis- 
perse the eflfects of it over all the Members of 
his mystic body, that they may more easily 
assist one another, by the communication o£ 
their reciprocal help and advantages. In this 
association so wisely contrived, of which his 
most precious blood i& the beginning, and the 
union of hearts the whole strength, his intention 
was to induce the tenderness of the Eternal Fa- 
ther to grant his mercy to us, by presenting to 
Him the invaluable price of the blood of his. 

SoD,^ 
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Son, the merits of v the Saints, and the power of 
their suffrages, as the most efFectuat motives to 
determine him. 

We inTJte vou then to drink of this over- 
flowing stream of indulgence, to enrich your- 
selves in the inexhaustible treasures of the 
Church ; and, according to the custom and in- 
stitution of our ancestors, by the consent of our 
venerable brethren the Cardinals, 8cc. 
' O all of you, then, who are the children of 
the Church, do not let slip the present oci;a- 
sion, this favourable time, these salutary days, 
of employing Uiem to appease the justice of 
God, and obtain your pardon ! Do not bring, as 
an excuse for yoiir delay, the fatigues of the 
voyage, the troubles^ of the journey. — ^When 
we propose to shower upon you the gifts of hea-- 
Teiily grace, to introduce you into the taberna« 
cles of the Lord, is it proper for you to suffer 
yoilrselves to be dismaj'ed by inconveniences, 
or obstacles, which never deter those whom cu- 
riosity or the thirst- of gain daily lead to the 
most distant regions? Even those toils which 
might dismay you^ being undertaken from so 
noble a motive, will assist you inSnitely in reap- 
ing 
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iDg tiie most abundant fruits from your peni* 
tence. For ihis reason, the Church has always 
looked upon the old custom of pilgrimages a» 
singularly useful ; being persuaded, that the 
disagreeable inconveniences which necessarily 
attend them, are so many, compensations for 
past sins, ami convincing proofs of sincere re- 
pentance. If I he activity of your zeal, the ar- 
dour of your love* for God, should kindle to such 
a degree as to make you forget your fatigues, 
or even to lessen them^ be not alarmed ; for that 
holy lov yjij ac^eU r?^te ypqr reCQnciUation, and 

make a principal part of the satisfaetioo for 
those sins that you were charged with, since much 
will be forgiven him who haih muckloved^ 

Hasten then to the city of Sion ; come ftnd 
fill yourelves with the abundance which reigns 
in the house of the Lord : Every thing here 
will lead you jto repentance; even the aspect .of 
this city, the ordinary habitation of Faith and 
Piety, the sepulchre of the Apostles^ the tomb of 
the Martyrs. When you see this land which was 
sprinkled with their blood, when the numberless 
vestiges of their sanctity present themselves to 
you on every side, it will be impossible for yoci 

to 
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to resist that severe repentance which will press 
upon you, For having witbdrawji from the rules 
and laws which they followedt and which you 
promised to follow. Yoa will find in the dig- 
nity of the divine worship, in the majesty of the 
temples, a. powerful voice which will remind 
you that you are the temple of the living God ; 
that he will animate you to adorn it, and with 
the greater zeal, for your having formerly had 
an inclination to profane it, and to grieve the 
Holy Spirit. What must support your res'olu- 
):ion^ will be the groans and tears of a great 

number of Christians, whom yon will behold 
lamenting their errors, and soliciting their par- 
don with God. The sentiments of son*ow and 
piety, which you*will witness, shall very soon 
pass into your hearts with a quickne^ which 
must surprise you. 

But to this holy sorrow, this religious mourn- 
ing, the most, tender consolatiotis will not fail 
to succeed, when you see a multitude of people 
and nations hastening in crowds to practice ' 
works of justice and repentance. Can you then 
ever hope for a more agreeable, a more ravishing 

spectacle 
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spectacle^ than that of giving to the whole 
worid a sensible image of the glorious triumph 
of the Cross, and of Religion ? At leasts on 
our part, we shall be happy on occasion of the 
almost universal re-union of the children of the 
Church ; persuaded that we shall find for our-- 
kelves, in the mutual efforts of your charity and 
piety» an ample superabundance of help and 
resources : for we have the fullest confidence, 
that when you shall have supplicated with us 
the Divine Distributor of Grace for the preaer^ 
ration of the JFaith, for the return of those 
people who have separated from us^ for the 
tranquillity of the Churchy and the happiness 
of the Christian Princes, you will before your 
God remember your common Father, whaheftr^ 
tily loves you ; and procure, by your vows and 
iotreaties, the strength necessary for our weak- 
^ess, to support the immense load which hus 
been imposed upon us. 

And you, our venerable Brethren', Patriarchs^ 
Primates, Archbishops, and Bishops, join in oar 
solicitude^ charge yourselves with our duties 
and your own ; proclaim to the people who are 

intrusted 
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intrusted to you, these times of penitence and 
propitiation ; on this occasion so favourable for 
obtaining ibe remission of sins, which oOr pa- 
ternal love has presented to the. whole Christian 
world, in conformity to the ancient practice of 
the Church, exert your utmost care and autho- 
rity to produce good fruit for the salvation of 
souls. May they hear you explain such works 
of humility and Christian charity as they ought ' 
* to practise, that they may be better disposed to 
receive the fruits of the heavenly grace which 
is ofiTered to their wants ! May they learn, both 
by your precepts and example, that they ought 
to have recourse to fastings, prayers, and alms- 
giving. 

If there be any among you, our venerable 
brethren, who will take upon them, as an in- 
crease of their pastoral labours, the care of con- 
ducting in person a part of their flock towards 
the city, which is the citadel of Religion, and 
from whence the sources of indulgence spring, 
they may be assured that we will receive them 
with all the sensibility of the most tender fa- 
ther* Independently of the kistre which they 

win 
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will procure to our solein ft tv, tbL*y will be ena- 
bled, after such noble fHiigues, after such meri- 
torious labours^ to reap the most ample harvest 
of the gifts of divine mercy ; and at their re- 
turn with the rest of their flock^ they will haye 

- the coitsolation of distribuling to thein this pre- 
cious store. 

We do not doubt that our most dear Sons, the 
Emperor, the Kings^ and all the Christian 
Pritices, will assist us with their authority in the 
vows which we make for the salvation of souls^ 
so that they may have the happy success which 

' we expect. We exhort them, therefore, with 
all our soul, to concnr with us in such a manner 
as may correspond with their love of Religion, 
and the 2eal of our venerable Brethren the Bi- 
shops ; to favour their undertaking, and to pro- 
cure safety and convenience on the roads to all 
Pilgrims. They cannot but know, that such 
cares must contribute greatly to the tranquillity 
of their reign ; and that God will be the more 
propitious and favourable to them, the more 

, they shew t4iemselves attentive to increase his 
glory for the good of the people. 

But 
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But in the eiid^ that these Presents may 
come^ 8cc. 

Given at RoImb^ at St Mart-Major, &c. in the Year of 
our Lord, 1774, the isth of May, and the fifth Year of 
4>nr Pontificate. 
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